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FOREWORD

The original edition of this book was published in Russian in
1939 by the Latvian Roerich Society in Riga.

The publishers extend grateful acknowledgment to Mme. V. L.
Dutko for her penetrative and sensitive work in rendering the
first English translation. Without her devotion to this task the
present publication would not have been possible.

Agni Yoga Society is honored to present the Letters of Helena
Roerich as an integral part of The Teaching of Living Ethics.
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27-1-33. Answers to questions: (1) League of Culture, people mix in-
dividuality with selfishness, threatening and merciless is our time, be
able to stand against subversion, acceptance of spiritual leadership,
(2) members of groups greatly differ, devotion most essential on first
steps, presence of a Bhakti Yogi, (3) how to acquire right informa-
tion, Guru and disciple, divisibility of spirit, many mysteries in life
of disciple, key to achievements is in selfless love, (4) Teaching covers
whole of life—without the leading Principle all evolution would be
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body tries to avoid responsibility—N.K. lives for great service to
humanity—end of Kali Yuga—usefulness of enemies—spreading of the
Teaching.
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Zoroaster, Hermes—books of Vivekananda—Gospel of Ramakrishna—
works of Sister Nivedita—reading of false books dangerous for begin-
ners—guard children from reading unfit books—true knowledge comes
only when Teaching is assimilated and applied.

6-7-84. Radio and cinema—highly cultured people needed at the head
of governments—Kalidasa—Tagore—legends—many nations will be
tested—give to the young generations the Teaching of Life—New Era—
map of the world is changing—wars, terrors, cruelty distinguish first
three decades—equilibrium of Light not established by quantity.

921.7-34. Trust the High Wisdom—disciple and Teacher—the great

Covenant seldom understood—transformation of the inner man—

Raja or Agni Yogi needs no mechanical aids—concentration on the

chosen Great Ideal—Confucius—the Teacher takes a great burden

when accepting a disciple—the destined disciples—many hints scat-
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26

27

tered throughout the Teaching—answers to questions: Mahavan and
chotavan; replacing a blood relationship by the spiritual; lawful
unions a great science of the future; affinity of souls; destiny of At-
lantis threatens; words of Christ; seven astral qualities; regarding
loneliness; “Lamp of the Desert” and “Lion of the Desert”—location
of main Stronghold can never be given—available portraits only ap-
proximate likeness of great Teachers—much nonsense spread about
concept of the Brotherhood—H. P. Blavatsky.

1-8-34. Fiery property of musk—strophanthus—researches in Ayurve-
dic and Tibetan medicine—meaning of aromas—Five Years of The-
osophy—Dr. Salzer's “Odorigen and Jiva"—astrology first step in the
field of “Science of Correspondences’—Paracelsus—Old Diary Leaves
—The Occult World—The Mahatma Letters—Letters of H. P. Blavat-
sky to A. P. Sinnett—soma is the subtle secretion of the glands—the
ethereal body—pranayama—Raja Yogis—Hatha Yogis—answers to
questions: (1) musk, (2) correspondence between organisms, deodar,
cedar, musk, amber belong to the life-givers, (3) psychic energy pana-
cea against diseases, cancer, (4) Teachers of the Brotherhood, (5) Fire
of Aryavarta, Balsam of the Mother of the World, (6) Santana—true
initiation does not need any rituals—Leaves of Morya’s Garden—all
ceremonies have been created on Earth and for Earth.

8-8-34. Earthly existence provides foundation for future perfection—
Maya of Eastern Teachings—perceptibility of Subtle World is rela-
tive—consciousness is the real man—spirit, the crystal of all higher
manifestations—an evolved Ego—study of astrology—astro-chemistry
science of nearest future and foundation of astrology—the Great
Teachers—attempts of the dark ones—discrimination key to achieve-
ment—time to return to quality in manual work—Teaching of Christ
—time for fiery purification of the Great Images—Siddha, Siddhi,
Saddhu—Khatak—sacred paintings of Tibet and Mongolia—Synthesis
of Maitreya includes all Rays.

11-8-34. Spirits forced into Subtle World before expiration of natural
span of life—Inquisition created to establish rule—history of saints—
Night of St. Bartholomew—“Grand Inquisitor” by Dostoyevsky—
Struggle of Religion with Science, by E. D. White—warning against
spiritualism—grimoires of Pope Honorius—Michael the Archistrate-
gist—approaching Great Day of Judgment—spiritualism and magical
practices—the Great Teachers mostly Easterners—bond between dis-
ciple and Guru above all blood relationship in the East—sacred con-
cept of discipleship—Chain of Hierarchy—devotion performs miracles
—path of real service object of life—Light and shadow are inevitable.

12-8-34. Purification of consciousness and of the Teachings, task of
our time—impostors lack simplicity—real initiations—with devotion
and love to Hierarchy all can be solved—intrigues proved to be in-
ventions of the enemies—Living Ethics necessary now.
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30

31

17-8-34. Fundamental rule not to proclaim, not to force—conquest of
obstacles—judging of one’s own motives difficult—importance of self-
denial in service—the heart a powerful magnet—people are revivified
when contacting a powerful magnetic aura—in everything practise
patience—many abysses opening before humanity—the Teaching
comes to save—destiny of countries being weighed on Cosmic Scale—
battle of Light and darkness—storms of life are inevitable and useful
—strongly resist evilminded slanderers—we learn while teaching—
Banner of Equilibrium must be raised by woman—painting by N.K.,
“She Who Leads”—the Cosmic Right—Great Teachers anxious to
awaken spirituality and broaden consciousness—astrology—key to
many mysteries will be placed into deserving hands—equilibrium of
the world is built on the dual Origin—basic government laws—power
of the masses prevails—two-fold task of woman.

23-8-34. Christ knew the difficult karma of humanity—Prince of the
World attempts to explode the planet—Apostle Peter—indications in
Revelations—the Great Teachers bear the whole burden of planet’s
balance—food—sleep—the dark ones masquerade under guise of Light
—dark ones lack warmth of heart—aura saturated with devotion to
Hierarchy can resist any attack of dark forces.

29-8-34. Accepted and destined disciples—the Great Teachers—funda-
mental rule, disciple must find Teacher—burden of the Teacher—
rays are directed toward the disciple—readiness to sacrifice self in the
service for General Good—concept of podvig—the outer and inner
man—concentration on the chosen High Ideal—desire for immediate
progress—tests—Theosophical literature—psychism especially danger-
ous on first steps of discipleship—a medium—often psychism proves to
be a weakening influence—replacing of worst faults—Fiery World—
only fiery consciousness can conduct a current of subtle energies—
understanding of Service—great steadfastness required to await mes-
sage from the Great Teacher.

8-9-34. A mission for women—the Heroine Sisters—all psychism with-
out Higher Guidance an obstacle on path of true spiritual develop-
ment—acceptance of a disciple a rare thing—dead dogmatism killed
Teaching of Christ—some members of Western clergy beginning to
accept the law of Reincarnation—Origen—Night of St. Bartholomew
—Patriarch Nikon—St. Sergius of Radonega—law of Reincarnation
rejected by Council of Constantinople—Inquisition a terrible carica-
ture of Divine Justice—burning of the Alexandrian Library—our great
compatriot, H. P. Blavatsky—International Government—Leaves of
Morya’s Garden—Shambhala, or Shabistan, or Mount Meru—Masonry
in the beginning guided by Great Souls—intolerance sign of igno-
rance—tolerance is the Crown of Great Knowledge—answers to ques-
tions: “Stand aside, Thou Flaming One. . . .”; Pranayama; psychism
and mediumship; the two antipodes of true spirituality; Hatha Yoga;
Hatha Yogis; Raja Yogis; saints of Great Service have no psychism;
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33
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the Chalice of Offering; lower manas and higher Manas; fakirs and
mediums; hierophants of Egypt; mediumship has nothing to do with
opening of the centers; The Agarta by St. Yves d'Alveidre; many in
Subtle World impersonate the Great Teachers; H. P. Blavatsky a fiery
messenger; the White Brotherhood; writings of H. P. Blavatsky, con-
cluding volume of The Secret Doctrine could not be given; “Letter
about God”, from The Mahatma Letters; Great Images have many
Aspects and Names; the last chance has come for many; waters of
Urdar and Uruvela; spirit of the Inquisition is still strong; Dostoy-
evsky’s “The Grand Inquisitor’—human quests and strivings have
been turned downward—devotion is rarest quality—infuse into peo-
ple respect for knowledge and for every teacher.

12:9-34. Sergius of Radonega—avoid arguments about that which is
undeniable—we have no right to belittle or deny another Teacher—
the Mahatmas—“Letter on God” from The Mahatma Letters—state-
ment of the Great Mahatma—in esotericism matter and spirit are one
—thoughts from most ancient Hindu Scriptures, the Agni Purana—
Hermetic philosophy—"‘no man has seen God at any time”—Apostle
John—Moses—Apostle Paul—Origen—a personification always de-
manded for worship by the masses—clear indications in the Gospel
about reincarnation and the law of karma—Council of Constan-
tinople—fanaticism of the Moslems—Buddhists were persecuted by
the Brahmins—Inquisition blot in the annals of Christendom—perse-
cution of witches, sorcerers, mediums—Prince of Darkness—Night of
St. Bartholomew—Alexandrian Library—Giordano Bruno—John
Huss—Joan of Arc—Patriarch Nikon—St. Sergius of Radonega—care-
fully read records of the Church Councils—Tibet—India—Rome—
practice of granting indulgences—the whole Cosmos is built upon the
law of responsibility—law of Karma—words of Moses—words of Christ
—Elias—John the Baptist—ignorant masses held between fear of eter-
nal damnation and hope of eternal peace—man sower and reaper of
everything created by him—irresponsibility already hereditary—prob-
lem of the New World—many obvious distortions—people attribute
to God their own vices—shifting in consciousness of the masses—many
mysteries incomprehensible to the intellect.

15-9-34. Divine creator destiny of man—Man-God—first requisite will
be to create the Divine Image according to Divinity—grievous is hu-
man thinking—the kingly spirit can merge with the Higher Principle
—one must not force the consciousness—various aspects of Truth
given by the Great Teachers.

10-10-34. True leadership and pseudo-leadership—principle of Hier-

archy most powerful—ideal democracy perhaps toward end of seventh

race—Plato—synthesis rarest and greatest achievement—violating bal-

ance of consciousness dangerous—average intellect repudiates all

things not comprehensible to it—Dostoyevsky—severance from the

higher authority and submission to the lower, menace of our time—
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discipline of obedience reigns among the Hierarchy—the Hierarchy
selects a focus—Lemuria and Atlantis—man can become the exploder
of the planet—obstacles and enemies sharpen our abilities—Vive-
kananda, Buddha and Christ—Illumination—Agni Yoga—tension in-
creases by approaching the Teaching—Living Ethics—understand the
heart as a great laboratory—one cannot separate the physical from
the spiritual-new race will be known by refinement of the heart—
Plato, twin souls—concept of personality is distorted—the great
Golden Path—teraphim—"Santana”—Armageddon—the Apocalypse
—pyramid of Cheops—departing race seeks to destroy chosen succes-
sors—ark of the sixth race is already being built—the New Epoch—
words of Vivekananda—man does not willingly give full rights to
woman.

18-10-34. Banner of Peace—the call of N. K. Roerich—obsession is
infectious—warn against danger of psychism—fiery energies—Ur.—
tension of center—synthesis highest achievement—dharma—all the
Great Teachers labored with human hands and human feet—em-
phasize fulfilment of earthly tasks—Bhavagad-Gita.

8-11-34. Snares of psychism—organism is gradually prepared for re-
ception of the higher influences—irritability most dangerous—impos-
sible to acquire psychic technique without a Teacher—the Teachers
are against all artificial exercises and methods leading to lower psy-
chic powers—great Images of the Lords are distorted—beauty and
luxury are two opposites—Black Lodge tries to imitate methods of
the White Brotherhood—hidden powers are developed in man
gradually—much evil spread because of blind faith—no blasphemy
in honest seeking and discussion—the Great Advent linked with
formation of the sixth race—writings of Olcott—H. P. Blavatsky—
books of Kryjanovsky—know how to give to each one according to
his consciousness—do not confuse sentimentality with kindness of
the heart.

15-11-34. Ratification of the Pact by the United States of America—
King Alexander—people forget easily—Banner of Peace expresses a
new step in consciousness of humanity—man unable to live without
spiritual sustenance—answers to questions: Agni Yoga; H. P. Bla-
vatsky; the Secret Doctrine; the Theosophical Movement; the Ma-
hatma K. H.; the year of the Earthly Dragon; legend of Indra; Greek
Zeus; Sarasvati; relation of blood to the elements; fiery laboratory
of conception.

6-12-34. The Mahatma Letters—static suffocation of thought—thought

nourishes life—Cosmic Intelligence is the Hierarchy of Light or the

Ladder of Jacob—Planetary Spirits—the Highest Hierarch of our

planet—the Cosmic Magnet—humanity has forgotten about the

Eternal—mankind is engulfed in effects—highest and noblest philoso-

phies and religions issue from the one Great Source—Kumaras men-
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39

40

41

42

tioned in The Secret Doctrine—we deadened our sense of beauty by
lowering everything to the consciousness of the masses—we are in
the midst of Armageddon—lower layers of Subtle World are being
destroyed—heart anguish inevitable—atmospheric pressures affect our
organism—sparks in space—many signs sent by the Hierarchy—dis-
tressing when Teaching remains unapplied in life—care for the new-
comers—partial cataclysms will occur during next coming decades—
Atlantis—the planet is completing a cycle—final battle of Light and
darkness—national karma—transmutation of energies will produce
new steps in evolution.

12-12-34. Discriminate regarding people—mediums and weak psy-
chics—the dark ones cleverly appeal to conceit and other weaknesses
—judge people by the fire of their hearts—fanatics—the destined dis-
ciple—the four cornerstones, co-measurement, discrimination, hon-
esty and devotion—fear unites the dark forces—anathema threatens
those who dare to check distorted Covenants of Christ—Masonic
Orders—Novikov—Prince Kudashev—Suvorov— Golenishchev-Kutu-
z0v—Griboyedov—Pushkin—Khieraskov—Bakunin—high moral code
of Masonry—suffocation of thought inevitably results in decay—the
cross of Russian genius—Agni Yoga—The Mahatma Letters to A. P.
Sinnett—common sense of the common people will build the new
country—suffering is a great teacher and transmuter—a new church
must replace the old one—all Archangels and Angels had to go
through human evolution—Archangel Varahael and Michael—Seven
Kumaras—Eastern Scriptures—The Secret Doctrine.

12-12-34. Misunderstanding of the term ‘“‘psychism”—psychic realm
is vast—higher Manas and Buddhi—contact with Subtle World easy
for mediums—Luke Berk—development of certain siddhis dangerous
—welcome every scientific method and bold research—correct breath-
ing—pranayama—books of Atkinson—Yogi Ramacharaka—Rama-
krishna—Vivekananda—writings of N. K.—Society for Psychical Re-
search—mediumship is an inborn faculty—psychism insufficiently
understood—Ur.—time of the last Battle—spheres nearest Earth have
become extremely overcrowded—a great number of ill-balanced peo-
ple—hold to the purity of the Teaching.

12-12-34. The Call—Bhavagad-Gita—karma or cosmic justice—tem-
pering of the spirit—neophytes in ancient Egypt—the Hierarchy of
Light—according to physical law, all energies are transmuted only
at limit of highest tension—all misery, happiness within us—regard-
ing those praying for Highest Help—Teaching full of complete indi-
cations.

20-12-34. Achievements of the Christian Mystics and dogmatism of

the Church—everything in space is reciprocal—Diary of a Physician

by Dr. Pirogofi—Great White Brotherhood concentrating on holding

back tide of madness—precise dates guarded by Forces of Light—
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great events are approaching—the Great Covenant—the Sacred is
entrusted only to the most devoted ones—straightknowledge most
helpful in discrimination—many think they possess cosmic conscious-
ness—self-sacrifice of the Highest Spirits—the same Ego has appeared
in whole series of Great Images—extracts from book of N. Rokotoff,
Foundations of Buddhism—the deniers of the Hierarchy of Light—
Concept of Hierarchy is a Cosmic Concept of Cosmic Law—regarding
initiations—Great Brothers now using densified subtle bodies—words
of the Great Teacher K. H.—impossible to imagine the entire majesty
of an Arhat—humanity must urgently accept that direction indicated
to it by the Forces of Light.

PART III

1935

9-1-35. Outliving karmic results is painful—great cosmic significance
of love—misunderstanding surrounding fundamental concept of the
dual Element—words of Christ—science of correct marriage—man
destined creator of the world—Mother of the Universe, the Great
Matter of All-Being.

11-1-85. Materia Lucida, a luminous substance—*“walking corpses”
—variations in degrees of consciousness in the Subtle World—subtle
bodies—mental body—Amrita, true immortality—development of
consciousness—planet Venus—fire of space—Cosmic Mind—astral
teraphim.

16-1-35. Concentration dangerous in heavy atmosphere—Great
Teachers have many Images—sentimentality and justice are two
opposites—St. Sergius’ vision of Holy Mother—art of discrimination
primary condition for discipleship—self-conceit corrosion of the con-
sciousness—confused conception of a group soul—previous metamor-
phoses on Earth—link between the animal and human will never
be known to our scientists—human physical evolution—earthly hu-
manity owes accelerated evolution to the Elder Brothers and Sisters
—regression in the development of humanity—Cosmos likened to the
human organism—The Mahatma Letiers—The Secret Doctrine—
cosmic substance, spirit-matter, basis of our Universe—monad one
in its essence—seed of the spirit and consciousness—Nirvana—Spirit-
Matter strives toward infinite perfection and self-consciousness—
simple spiritual discourses more useful than lectures or rituals—no
progress nor joy without bond with the Higher World—Tara—Arhat
—when a disciple is ready he receives a Ray of Illumination—Egyp-
tian degrees of initiation—photographing of auras.
xxi

PAGE

371

374

377



1.2-35. “God the Unknown’—the Western Church—Origen’s trea-
tise on First Principles—all religions worshipped One Divine Ele-
ment under various names and aspects—Christian world selected
term “God” for the Highest Concept—Cosmic Law a just Law—
ancient religions divided into esoteric and exoteric—the definition
“impersonal” God—Bhagavad-Gita—injustice in condition of birth
—Absolute includes in Itself all the finite and infinite—The Vedas
—Matter and Spirit one and inseparable—Parabrahman—Mulapra-
kriti—actions and thinking cannot be separated from matter—Agni
Purana—science approaches the spiritual understanding of the One
Element—Great Hierarchy gives the evolutionary direction—lower
consciousness creates Higher Image in own likeness—Mahatmas
serve the Divine Unalterable Element—Archangel Michael—Satan—
Christ spoke as a true Initiate—give all strivings to the chosen Hier-
arch—subtleness of Eastern metaphysical conceptions difficult for
Western minds.

28-2-35. Approaching the Teaching—constant striving to self-per-
fection—spiritual balance or self-discipline—forcing impermissible
—work during sleep on astral, mental plane—only a full Adept
preserves complete consciousness in all three bodies—dreams so little
studied—horoscope of personality rarely coincides with the true in-
dividual—spread carefully seeds of the Teaching.

5-3-35. Fiery congestions—valerian—musk—restoring balance—tinc-
ture of strophanthus—equilateral triangle one of the signs of the
White Brotherhood—prayer and answer—mediumship—a medium
must develop a strong inner resistance against dark influences—
mechanical exercises can cause loss of nervous balance—opening of
the centers—pineal and pituitary glands—true clairvoyance—nerve
centers have their subtle counterparts—the Pact and the Banner of
Peace—new attempts to densify the subtle body—answers to ques-
tions: “Rigden”; ‘“Kalachakra”; “Uruvela”; Keeley's discovery;
“Ahamkara’”; “Preta-Loka’”; “Marakara”; “Golem".

7-3-35. The Call and the answer—liberation from attachment to the
trifles of life brings joy—obstacles become our teachers—disciples
should accept the One Image—great is deed of applying Teaching
in everyday life.

8-3-35. “Ideal Democracy” difficult to achieve—the periphery grows
in proportion to the growth of the focus—White Brotherhood high-
est ideal—the Russian soul—personality builds individuality—feeling
of reverence, devotion, must again be sensed by humanity—the
greater the Teacher, the smaller the number of disciples—aura of
Earth is murky—karma of woman—path of woman has been full of
self-sacrifice—sword of spirit is given into hands of woman.

12-3-35. Groups trained in development of lower psychism—Agni
Yoga synthesis of all Yogas—Vedas—Raja-Yoga by Vivekananda—
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thought messages—tests of observation and attention—Theosophical
literature—Ernest Wood—"Symbolism” by H. P. Blavatsky—regenera-
tion of consciousness.

22-3-35. Equal rights and correct unions—salvation of humanity—
Great Teachers, Alpha and Omega—the term *“Christ”—departing
race harms the selected successors—conventional religious instruction
develops sense of religious intolerance—develop from earliest child-
hood the ability to think—people dread thinking—church has in-
stilled into consciousness sense of irresponsibility—bribery of Divinity
with gold—law of responsibility often called law of Karma—signifi-
cance of labor—distortion of legend about departure of Adam from
Paradise—suffering in the Subtle World.

95-3-35. Consider the consciousness of the listeners—books of “Do-
brotolubye”—the great Antonius—beautiful task of purifying the
Teaching of Christ—the work of Origen, On the Elements—beauty
and unity of the great Revelations—our Earth not ready to accept
higher laws and higher conditions—Hindu scientist, Jagadis Bose—
the law of the Great Sacrifice—by improving people we shall im-
prove the destiny of animals—humanity would be lost long ago with-
out sacrifice of the Highest Spirits—Stronghold of Great Knowledge
existed since remotest days—peoples witnessed this Help at turning
points in history—warning to Swedish King Charles XII—Count St.
Germain warned Marie Antoinette—Napoleon and his Guiding Star
—Washington and mysterious professor—a tall stranger at the signing
of Declaration of Independence—Prester John in Central Asia—
Paracelsus—Cagliostro and mysterious stranger—H. P. Blavatsky.

12-4-35. The Great Advent cannot be manifested in an ordinary way
—Count Saint-Germain, envoy of the White Brotherhood—Dos-
toyevsky's “The Grand Inquisitor”—prophecies in the book Sham-
bala—H. P. Blavatsky and third volume of The Secret Doctrine—
Nature wisely conceals past incarnations—chakras—opening of the
centers can attract attention of the Great Teacher—the seven main
chakras: (1) Muladhara-Kundalini, (2) Svadhisthana-chakra, (3)
Manipura-chakra, (4) Anahata-chakra, (5) Vishuddha-chakra, (6)
Ajna-chakra, (7) Brahmarandra-chakra—Dukkar the many-eyed—
Eye of Dangma—Aryavarta—dark ones hearken to their Hierarchy
—the Fiery World—the Monad—three principles must be united
while here on Earth and fused with the sixth—subtle and mental
bodies—Theosophists—true understanding comes through closeness
to the Hierarch—apply Teaching in daily life—A4gni Yoga—Maya,
Mara means darkness—fight vain illusions.

18-4-85. Teacher renders help not by negation but by attraction—
friendliness and warmth of the heart bring the best results—
asceticism and the overrighteous ascetic—it is a great happiness and
privilege to have the confidence of the Teacher—renunciation of the
world incorrect.
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20-4-35. Separating God from Manifested Nature causes contradic-
tions—the fall of the Prince of this World—the Absolute and relative-
ness—straight-knowledge—"‘matter deprived of spirit”—wrong to call
Pralaya ‘“death”—great is man’s influence over cosmic conditions and
vice versa—basic qualities essential to approach Great Teachers—
levitation and materialization have nothing in common with spiritual
achievements—essential first to have an earthly teacher—delusions,
temptations from the Subtle World attack one on the path—High
Spirits came from a higher planet—few while still in their physical
bodies join the White Brotherhood—Fohat, subtlest fiery energy—
Materia Lucida—sparks and spots of various colors—Professor Pupin'’s
picture of heaven—Professor Rhine of Duke University.

30-4-35. Answering questions regarding first volume of The Secret
Doctrine: (1) the Absolute, (2) Atman and Atma, (3) the Planetary
Chain, Mars and Mercury, (4) our Earth, the Absolute, (5) there is
no such thing as a “passive element”, spirit-matter is infinite, the
Cosmos, (6) the Monad, relativity and counterpoise, (7) Absolute and
its synonyms, (8) Buddha, (9) the words of Buddha, The Mahatma
Letters, (10) Manas, to become an Arhat or Buddha, “The Mystery
of Buddha”, (11) Sri Shankaracharya—Fiery World—too much obses-
sion on Earth—Hiero-inspiration through love for Hierarchy pro-
duces direct communion—time of the great and threatening Battle.

8-5-35. Necessary to re-educate nations—‘The Community of the
Heroic Sisters”—small group of people unified can perform mira-
cles—all diseases nestle in the subtle body—astrology important for
a physician—answers to questions: Cosmic Magnet; Straight-Knowl-
edge; Mulaprakriti; Tactica Adversa; Materia Lucida; Materia
Matrix; oil of eucalyptus—thoughts from space—heroic deeds in daily
life—Teaching given for upbuilding of a worthy life—the inevitable
epoch of Fire—Raj-Agni—need for enlightened physicians—conscious-
ness directed to Us is continually being refined—soda ash of divine
Fire—Epoch of Maitreya is the epoch of woman.

21-5-35. Mahatmas of the Brotherhood—alchemists of the Middle
Ages—Paracelsus—Christian Rosenkreuz—unity of twin Elements
must be realized—become acquainted with true history of most wars
—New Epoch built on Tolerance and Cooperation—the Great Spir-
its by their Rays dispel destructive energies—sad is the destiny of
those who are left—decisive hour not far off—Great Teachers using
lesser Images for approaching people.

31-5-35. Answer to questions: (1) Kali Yuga, Satya Yuga, (2) fires of
the Inquisition, Feminine Principle greatly revered, (3) Buddha
stated woman could achieve Arhatship, same monad in woman as
in man, not a single Covenant has reached us without distortion,
Origen, great law of the Equilibrium of the Elements, (4) the Arhats
lead a life of complete continence, (5) the Great Elohims incarnated
as Divine Leaders and Rulers, (6) twin souls, (7) all striving spirits
XXIV

PAGE
433

439

446

452

456



19

20
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23

will be resurrected—Cosmic Crown—Arhats remain in the Earthly
Stronghold—immense should be our gratitude to these High Spirits
—monotheism and polytheism—woman’s rights—creativeness given
equally to both Elements—Anatole France—violated equilibrium
affects the life of the whole planet—women in America—in process
of evolution Nature will remove imperfections of physical con-
ception.

6-6-35. Speak according to your listener’s consciousness—Community
of St. Sergius—co-workers never condemn any temple—shifting in the
consciousness of people taking place—Patriarch Tikhon—why clergy
are against many religio-philosophical societies— N. K.’s book, Sacred
Vigil—we live in age of subtle inquisition—"Tactica Adversa”—Saint
Sergius of Radonega—burning of Giordano Bruno and Joan of Arc
—the Night of St. Batholomew—crimes against the Covenants of
Christ—assurance for the victory of Light over darkness has been
given—witnesses of the activities of N. K.

11-6-35. Value people who send fine vibrations into space—N. K.
carrier of the chalice of heroic deeds—assimilation of Teaching
valuable.

11-6-35. Regarding the spirit and soul—extension of the three basic
principles approved by the Mahatmas in The Secret Doctrine—
Buddhi— Manas— Kama—Kama-Manas— Kama-Rupa—Antakarana—
individuality—personality—role of personality most important—"“char-
acter” or ““tendencies”—"vehicle”—photographing of auras can reveal
true nature of a person—law of Karma complex—Foundations of
Buddhism, by N. Rokotoff—idea of a Personal God—Buddha de-
nied existence of changeless soul-Buddha taught no independent
“1”_dharmas—skandhas—in Buddhism man an individuality, built
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PREFACE

“When the images of great historic figures reach us from remote
antiquity they are somehow assimilated in consciousness more
easily. Even if they are veiled in myths and legends, they are very
convincing. With the passage of time, everything seems possible.
Writers and artists of all ages dedicate their best inspirations to
these distant images. Whole generations are inspired by these
heroes and heroines. No one envies them, and no one ponders at
what cost the achievements were performed. What is preserved is
purely the record of glorious human ascent.

“It is not quite so with images from the recent past, to say noth-
ing of the present time. Take, for instance, the biographical
sketches of the great men of late. So much that is unessential,
uncharacteristic, is mentioned regarding them! This only proves
that the final essence of their lives has not yet been weighed and
appreciated. The most doubtful, the least-proven details are in-
variably included; hence, the conclusions, if not altogether nega-
tive, tend to be depreciative.

“Of course, with passing ages the scales will be balanced. The
justice of the people will remove much that obscured the eyes
of contemporaries. The judgment of the ages does not necessarily
have to demean. Even in the short span of a hundred years we
see that a great deal has attained its own balance. The lengthy
pages on which the great souls were disparaged have not yet disin-
tegrated. Our grandfathers witnessed how cruel and unjust was
the attitude of people toward certain manifestations which, in less
than a century, were to become the pride of their country and
even of the whole world. And we ourselves are now witnesses of
the same.

“Beautiful images are passing before us of men and women
who are the true creators of culture. And it would seem desirable
to recognize them immediately rather than postpone unneces-
sarily. Why hide them in the archives and screen them from sight
until they grow into a fantasy of the folk imagination?

“Here, we encounter a remarkable contemporary figure, an
outstanding Russian woman. Revealing unusual qualities even
in childhood, she is seen as a little girl secretly carrying away a
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heavy volume of Doré’s Bible. Bending from its burdensome
weight, hiding it from the grown-ups, she has taken the treasure
in order to study the illustrations, and eventually (when she
teaches herself to read) to study the Testaments.

“From her father’s bookcase, at an unusually early age, she
also took volumes on philosophy. Amidst the noisy, and it seems
distracting, environment she was able to develop a profound con-
templation of life, as if she had possessed it long ago. Honesty,
justice, a constant search for Truth, and love for creative work—
all this actually transformed the whole of life around the strong
young spirit. And the whole house, the whole family, became
directed by the same benevolent principles. All difficulties and
dangers were endured under the same stoic leadership. The accu-
mulated knowledge and striving to perfection brought a victori-
ous solution of problems, and this led the surrounding people
toward the luminous path. Ignorance, darkness, malice were
always acutely sensed. Wherever it was possible, both physical
and spiritual healing was performed. Life became full of true
labor. From morning till night everything was performed for the
benefit of humanity. The broadest correspondence was carried
on; books were written; works of many volumes translated; and
all this was done in an amazingly tireless spirit. Even the most
difficult circumstances were conquered by true faith which be-
came real straight-knowledge. Surely, wonderful accumulations
are necessary for such knowledge! All young people should know
of this tireless life as a vital example of austere achievements,
benevolence, and constructiveness. When the difficulties of this
inspirational work are known, it will be particularly helpful to-
ward the realization that incessant advancement can be made.
Often, one thinks that everything is hopeless, that good is de-
fenseless against evil, so great are the delusions resulting from
human despair. Therefore, real vital examples are indeed most
important; and we may rejoice at the encouragement such an
example as this provides for all beginners in constructive work.” *

So speaks the most authentic witness! We, friends and admirers
of the works of Elena Ivanovna,** can receive fiery flashes of her
broad and wise contemplation from her letters, for is not her
whole life imbued with fire? The Women’s Movement, cosmo-
logical researches, the Living Fthics—all these can be found in her

* Prof. Nicholas Roerich, Nerushimoye.
** Helena Roerich.
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letters to friends. Elena Ivanovna was opposed to the publication
of her letters, but we, her numerous friends, have been exchang-
ing copies of what were for us their most precious indications.
Eventually we came to the conclusion that, considering the de-
mand for these letters by an increasing number of friends and
co-workers, it was necessary to publish them in book form. We
applied to E. L. herself, and at last received her permission. Of
course, the first volume consists only of a relatively small number
of letters, or rather fragments of letters, which in most cases are
just the answers to various questions of co-workers. The names
of the co-workers and even their places of residence are not men-
tioned, as what is important is the subject dealt with. As to the
correspondents, they themselves know whom the letters concern
and on what occasions they were written.

Through the gradual publication of these letters, the breadth
of thought of this remarkable Russian woman will be revealed.
In Russia as well as abroad during her world travels, she always
gave herself in service both to her own country and to humanity.

The Russians have contributed quite a number of remarkable
women in various fields of life. One can think of the names of
such heroines as Kovalevsky, Blavatsky, Dashkova, Volkonsky,
Morozova and many others. From the remote past until now, they
have served humanity with their unusual talents and knowledge.
The activities of women have been recognized only recently, but
already we can see the influence of woman in all spheres: art,
literature, philosophy, medicine, education, industry, aviation—
in short, wherever the new world is being built. Elena Ivanovna
has always been hoping to publish a worthy book, a biblio-
graphical work, dedicated to woman. Moreover, she has never had
in view any estrangement from the world; on the contrary, she
always thinks of the broadest, closest cooperation, which would
forever remove the conventional limitations of ignorance.

Being privileged to present these thoughts of a wonderful
woman thinker, the publishers take great pleasure in giving
to all seekers of truth and culture the possibility of becoming
acquainted with the profoundly penetrative letters of Elena
Ivanovna Roerich.

xxix



| e LR et .
m—-df'llgﬁ“‘i IR A By e L DEREVRL2E JERgtea Wy v i
0 vy Sbapte Ny TRy s dagpl G o
U moEEpaRes -ty I pprepces ps et Sygwemin ) o7 Gl

oy B op R A E j
o s - _-. .| 1 o ' ;.‘I . : 'i ll"”.’h' g *"-. 3
o we ety ThOTIISE (1 SPE MY QIR L WSO A
Ol ‘1#'
- Prebspe s so e njag dUDMESOIIE soe IR g peTEmrs o 0
J ORIt G O AN REIGI oy [ 4 SPITR T W T =i
AR L eomee i) CESa ML YA B A
SOMORFRG 1 e poasd 1o T jipmy A pOOR IR M -
L e o e g T eI wrRnls meatpel op gratangt (w0
HLDIHATY. MU TR N0 Tp gt S i e
[ Lt e g el R0 v e sy lumocie g
' Op PELIRHEI Pt (T ancTidm (REsai e peLe mg:_._py.n!{- .
L SCIRGIREG (AAGRT ROUS L ARTee Lirpuaay v gps gt




PART I

LETTERS TO AMERICA

1929-1932
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1929
MY YOUNG FRIENDS:
From far-off India, the country of beauty, of achievements of the
spirit, and of great thought, I send to you who are gathered in
the name of the great labor and structure of the future—greet-
ings of the heart! I call you to self-perfection and unlimited
attainment.

The book of new discoveries and the light of daring is open be-
fore humanity, and you have already heard about the approach
of the New Era. Every epoch has its Call, and the calling founda-
tion of the New FEra will be the power of thought. That is why
we call you to understand the great significance of creative
thought, and the first step in this direction will be the opening
of consciousness, freedom from all prejudices and from all tenden-
tiousness and forced concepts.

Let us glance at the entire immensity of the night sky. In our
thoughts let us fly over the innumerable worlds and the hidden
depths of infinite space. Thought in its substance is infinite, and
only our consciousness attempts to limit it. Therefore, without
delay, let us start the next step—broadening of consciousness. The
most ancient wisdom of India says: “Thought is the primary
source of world creation.” The Great Buddha pointed out the
meaning of thought which builds our essence. He taught his
pupils to broaden their consciousness. Lao Tze, Confucius, Christ
—all Teachers of spirit and great thinkers taught the same thing.

The Great Plato said: “Thoughts rule the world.” And modern
scientists, as for instance Professor Compton, have expressed the
probability of an active, rational force in every phenomenon of
nature, and of the influence of thought upon matter. He con-
cludes with the following remarkable words: “Possibly the
thoughts of men are the most important factors in the world.”

With such broad understanding let us become acquainted with
the history of the development of thought. Putting aside all
prejudices of place, time and nationality, we, like the bees, shall
collect the precious honey of human creative thought!

3



After placing into the foundation the powerful achievements
of those great creators who molded our consciousness, let us begin
the third step—the development of our own thought, our own
creativeness; and from the new combinations we shall hew sparks
of the fire of thought, this crown of the Universe.

Let us remember that a thinking being is never lonely because
thought is his greatest magnet and brings similar response from
space. Therefore, if we want to receive a beautiful answer we
should send into vibrating space our striving thoughts saturated
with the pure fire of the heart; only the thought which is spiritu-
alized by striving, nourished by the heart, can create and attract
as a powerful magnet. Thought without the striving and flaming
quality is sterile. Thus, let us long for knowledge, for broad
thoughts, and in our striving we shall dare, as only daring thought
molds new ways.

You, my young friends, who have approached art and creation,
you should be able to utilize your gifts as a condensation of your
forces; for sound and color, thought and rhythm are the founda-
tions of the Universe and of our existence. Sound and color,
knowledge and creation are the chalice of Amrita, the chalice
of Immortality!

Eternal, continuous creation of the universal Life surrounds
us, and we, being part of this great creation, should create every
moment of our life—create by thought, by word, by action.

My young friends, fill up the treasury of your spirit. Absorb all
the sounds, all the colors, all the rhythms from the fathomless
source of space. These finest vibrations, consciously absorbed, will
refine your receptivity and your thought.

The refinement of receptivity will give you the possibility of
penetrating into the Sanctuaries of Space, and will open the joy-
ous path of achievement and continuous, endless ascent.

My friends, labor with all the tension of your forces because
only by reaching the limit of your tension do new possibilities
come to you. The laws are alike in everything. We know that
sublime energies are born of the greatest efforts. Therefore, only
increased activity and intensified strength will bring the achieve-
ment of beauty.

And 1 beg you, do not fear difficulties. Display readiness to
meet all obstacles, for each obstacle strengthens you and leads
you to the future victory. Try to love the difficulties, and say,
“Blessed be the obstacles, through them we grow.” Courageously,
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inspired by striving, realizing the majesty of the endless perfect-
ing of creative life, strive toward the calling Infinity—infinity of
lives, infinity of achievements, infinity of knowledge, infinity of
construction, infinity of beauty!

My young friends, hearken to the Call of Creative Infinity!



1 March 1929

The approaching great epoch is closely connected with the
ascendancy of woman. As in the best days of humanity, the future
epoch will again offer woman her rightful place alongside her
eternal fellow traveler and co-worker, man. You must remember
that the grandeur of the Cosmos is built by the dual Origin. Is it
possible, therefore, to belittle one Element of It?

All the present and coming miseries and the cosmic cataclysms
to a great degree result from the subjugation and abasement of
woman. The dreadful decline of morality, the diseases and de-
generation of some nations are also the results of the slavish
dependence of woman. Woman is deprived of the greatest human
privilege—complete participation in creative thought and con-
structive work. She is deprived not only of equal rights but, in
many countries, of equal education with man. She is not allowed
to express her abilities in the building of social and government
life, of which, by Cosmic Law and Right, she is a full-fledged
member. But a woman slave can give to the world slaves only. The
proverb “great mother, great son” has a cosmic, scientific founda-
tion. As sons mostly take after their mothers, and daughters after
fathers, great is cosmic justice! By humiliating woman, man
humiliates himself! This explains today the paucity of man’s
genius.

Could the terrors and crimes of today be possible if both
Origins had been balanced? In the hands of woman lies the salva-
tion of humanity and of our planet. Woman must realize her
significance, the great mission of the Mother of the World; she
should be prepared to take responsibility for the destiny of
humanity. Mother, the life-giver, has every right to direct the
destiny of her children. The voice of woman, the mother, should
be heard amongst the leaders of humanity. The mother suggests
the first conscious thoughts to her child. She gives direction and
quality to all his aspirations and abilities. But the mother who
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possesses no thought of culture can suggest only the lower expres-
sions of human nature.

The woman who strives to knowledge and beauty, who realizes
her lofty responsibility, will greatly uplift the whole level of life.
There will be no place for disgusting vices which lead to the
degeneration and destruction of whole countries.

But in her striving toward education, woman must remember
that all educational systems are only the means for the develop-
ment of a higher knowledge and culture. The true culture of
thought is developed by the culture of spirit and heart. Only such
a combination gives that great synthesis without which it is im-
possible to realize the real grandeur, diversity, and complexity of
human life in its cosmic evolution. Therefore, while striving to
knowledge, may woman remember the Source of Light and the
Leaders of Spirit—those great Minds who, verily, created the con-
sciousness of humanity. In approaching this Source, this leading
Principle of Synthesis, humanity will find the way to real evolu-
tion.

And woman is the one who should know and proclaim this
leading Principle because from the very beginning she was
chosen to link the two worlds, visible and invisible. Woman pos-
sesses the power of the sacred life energy. The coming epoch
brings knowledge about this great omnipresent energy, which is
manifested in all immortal creations of human genius.

Western woman is awake and realizes her powers. Her cultural
contributions are already evident. However, the majority of
Western women—as with all beginners—start with imitation;
whereas, it is in original self-expression that real beauty and
harmony are found. Would we like to see man losing the beauty
of manhood? The same is true about a man who has a sense of
beauty. He certainly does not wish to see a woman imitating his
habits and competing with his vices. Imitation always starts with
the easiest. But we hope that this first step will soon be outlived
and that woman will deepen her knowledge of Mother-Nature
and will find true, original ways of self-expression.

The Cosmos manifests unity of law, but there is no repetition
in its variety. Why then does humanity alone strive toward uni-
formity in everything, while at the same time it violates the
fundamental unity of law? Uniformity of perception, uni-
formity of life, and especially uniformity of thought is cherished
by man. It is forgotten that uniformity of expression leads toward
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stagnation and death. Life and its power are in perpetual change
of form. It is necessary to apply this life-giving principle in all
the expressions of our life.

Let us collect the most beautiful, heroic images of all times and
countries, and with creative imagination let us apply their achieve-
ments in our life, taking into consideration the peculiarities of
our epoch. Only such imitation will give the correct foundation
for further progress.

I shall finish my address to woman with a page from The
Teaching of Life:

“When nations started disunity, the result was self-destruction.
And only a return to balance can stop this self-destruction.
Humanity does not apply the principles of creativeness in right
proportion and thus violates the foundations of Being. When by
the law of the Cosmic Magnet the lower forms are subordinated
to the higher, this concerns only the energies which should be
transmuted. But when the Origins are called to create and give
life, it is impossible to remove one of the Origins without self-
destruction. Therefore, humanity will start its real evolution only
when both Origins are affirmed in life. All principles which do
not include the understanding of the dual Origin can only in-
crease the lack of balance. Humanity must understand the law
of the Cosmic Magnet. Much can be done for evolution by the
realization of the grandeur of the dual Origin which is the basis
of Life.”

Even this simple truth still does not find its place in the con-
sciousness of man! Our scientists—biologists, chemists, physicists
—should know the truth about the dual Element, or polarity, but
they are silent. And such truth, in its most sacred and vital applica-
tion, is scorned, and the rights of the strong selfishly dominate.
The trouble is that the mind of man is disconnected from its
source—the Cosmic Mind. Being part of the Cosmos, the human
being yet does not see his solidarity, his unity with the Cosmos.
And his observations of the manifestations of nature do not sug-
gest to him any analogies. However, only in observations and
comparisons with human nature is it possible to find the keys to
all the mysteries of life, and therefore the solution to many prob-
lems of everyday life. People, like parrots, love to repeat the
favorite ancient formula “Macrocosm is microcosm”! Much is
said, much is repeated without the proper attention to its mean-

ing! The enforced dogmas, human laws, and the standard of life
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have caused humanity to neglect the process of thinking; and the
human mind, with rare exceptions, has become an automaton.
Everybody is preaching various freedoms, but the most opposite
schools of thought agree in one thing—they all are afraid of free-
dom of thought!

Therefore, woman must defend not only her own rights but
the right of free thought for the whole of humanity! Through
the development of thinking, our abilities will expand. Let us
think with the broadest, the purest thoughts. It is said:

“The kingdom is not made up of royalties or of subjects, but is
created by cosmic ideas. Let us create our own cities, our countries,
our planets! But let such thought be created by the heart, as only
thought born of the heart is vital. The heart is the greatest Cosmic
Magnet. All cosmic energies are attracted to the heart, and the
heart assimilates them. The heart manifests in life all aspira-
tions. The fire of space is attracted to the heart and the whole
cosmic process lies in this principle. Therefore, the Cosmos exists
in the attraction of the heart. Only the energies which are based
on the attraction of the heart are vital. Thus, infinitely, the chain
of life is forged by the heart.”

Have you listened to your heart? Does it beat in rhythm with
the Perfect Heart which embraces all of you?

Thus, I shall finish with the words about the heart. Let woman
affirm this great symbol, which can transfigure the whole of life.
Let her strive to transmute the spiritual life of mankind.

The mother, the life-giver, the life-protector—let her become
also the Mother, the Leader, the All-Giver, the All-Receiver.



0o

19 October 1929

Today, I write using the words of the Great Teacher about the
Sacrament of Hierarchy. Truly, this is a sacrament because it is
based upon the immutable and exact law of the Cosmic Magnet
which leads all beings to perfection. It is necessary to realize the
Hierarchy clearly, precisely, and broadly as the only way toward
progress. We must realize the whole chain of Hierarchy, holding
strongly to our nearest link. Woe to the one who tries to skip this
link and thus loses his connection. It is impossible to catch up
again, as the rhythm of the movement of the whole chain will
carry away the saving link. Grave indeed is this error! How much
time will be lost in trying to recover the vibrating link which
responds to the call. But the new link will be different in sequence
and tension because the previous one has been carried away in
the rhythmic striving of the whole Hierarchical chain.

“Subordination of the lower to the higher represents the founda-
tion of the whole Cosmos. Subordination of the lower to the
higher will bring purification. But humanity subordinates to the
lower that which should lead. When the higher leads, the trans-
mutation of the lower occurs. This transmutation creates a valu-
able sequence which grows infinitely. By transmutation, we mean
the subordination of the lower to the higher, and we want to
confirm the consciousness of mankind in the process of infinite
progress.”

Therefore, let us not delay the transmutation of our conscious-
ness. Let us remember the leading Hierarch, and let us honor the
nearest, the earthly Guru. “The earthly Guru is given for rever-
ence, for progress, for unity, for construction.” By neglecting the
Guru, by depreciating the Guru, one neglects and demeans the
Great Teacher who confirmed the Guru because the Guru is
the representative of the Great Teacher. Let us remember how the
Lords of Light hold sacred the Sacrament of Hierarchy. The
Hierarch carries the Synthesis of the Chalice and, therefore, He
holds both obedience and command. The one who does not know

the art of obeying will not attain the art of commanding. Beauti-
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ful are these two concepts. Conscious subordination approaches
command. After the firm realizaticn of Hierarchy, we shall with
all our heart begin a deeper understanding of the Teaching of
Life. It hurts the heart to feel how little understood are those
treasures which the Teacher bestows so generously. On these
treasures will be founded the new race. Ponder over the majesty
of what is given! I feel frightened when I think of the respon-
sibility we take upon ourselves when we accept these treasures,
knowing that among us are those who still fail to realize all their
value for humanity. And what is given for distribution as the
most essential food for starving souls, that which should lie in
the foundation of the new evolution, remains with them without
appreciation. Do feel the call of my spirit! Reread as often as
possible your treasures; collect all the crumbs, and with all your
being merge with them. They will give you such broad and clear
understanding of the most complicated problems of existence.
The only way will be by absorbing it, and the austere joy of
infinite progress will fill your hearts. My heart longs to inspire
you with the joy of majesty and beauty which the Teaching of
Life opens to you. New souls are coming and will multiply. We
must be able to hold them. It is necessary to give to everyone
according to his mentality. Nothing attracts people so much as
the necessary word which liberates their minds and gives them
new possibilities. All beings are drawn toward Light. This is the
first law of the Cosmos. The Teaching and the ability to give it in
full commensurability is the magnet which attracts people and
all possibilities. It is that armor which can withstand all attacks,
that source which brings endless joy. But it should be accepted
by the heart and not by the head alone.

Love each other, respect each other, but let the inner life of
each one of you be his own Holy of Holies. You are united by the
Teacher, the Teaching, and by actions; but you are not the judges
of each other. The judge can easily become the judged one in the
eyes of the Teacher. Their measures are not our earthly measure-
ments. This we must always remember. And a stone thrown at
one’s brother will weigh one down like a heavy burden. After
accepting the Hierarchy, absorb the Teaching; for the only
indestructible joy is the joy of that broadening of our conscious-
ness which forces us into the higher Sacrament of Being. where
all our most sacred, most holy strivings find their materialization,
as the Higher Reality is above all human imagination.
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13 October 1929

Lately, I have been thinking a great deal about the members of
your group. Once more, I am convinced that no one can be re-
placed and that everyone is needed. And how simple it is, in such
circumstances, to achieve the complete harmony which guaran-
tees victory in all directions. But my heart feels that there is some-
thing that prevents this unity. What is the remedy? Of course the
only solution is comprehension of the Teacher and the Teaching
by the heart and not by the head alone. Therefore, we must pay
attention to the development of our heart, that amazing organ
which includes in itself, in its numerous centers, all creativeness
and psychic life. Without development of the centers of the
heart we are sterile; there is no creation of psychic life; there is
no life in the higher spheres; and the crown of the Arhat is
unapproachable. Only with our heart are we able to approach the
consciousness of the Arhat, of the Teacher, as his consciousness
is in the heart. Humanity has an obscure understanding of the
Arhat, but without this understanding it is impossible to advance.

In the book, Hierarchy, it is said:

“It is customary to think of an Arhat as a dweller of the
clouds. The records of the drift of thought are dreadful and
grotesque. Verily, We Brothers of Humanity do not recognize
Ourselves in the concepts of humanity. The images of Us are so
fantastic! We deem that if people applied their fantasies pre-
cisely conversely Our Images would assume true form. . ..
Everything takes on a new scale. Everything becomes improbable.
Everything becomes uncorrelated to reality. On the way to the
higher worlds, let us say, ‘an Arhat is without limits in all mani-
festations.” . . . an Arhat proceeds carrying the power of the
Cosmic Magnet in his heart!”

But let us see how this Image is expressed by the Higher Con-
sciousness.

“The heart of an Arhat is like the heart of Cosmos. The heart
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of an Arhat is like the fire of the Sun. Eternity and the motion of
Cosmos fill the heart of the Arhat. Maitreya is coming, radiant
with all fires. His Heart flames with compassion for destitute
humanity. His Heart flames with the affirmation of the new
Covenants.

“Among people there exists the concept of benumbed Arhats,
and poor yogis feed the imaginations of men with their own
images. But when humanity realizes that the Arhat is the highest
manifestation of Materia Lucida, it will understand that there
is no difference between Materia Lucida, which emits Light, and
the matter of love enveloping all with Light. Humanity invests
the Arhat with an austere image, but Materia Lucida radiates
love. . . . When will it be possible to enlighten man with Our
Image?

“The mind with difficulty realizes the purity of the higher
spheres. To him who is aware of the path to Us, let us say, ‘Walk
by the path of love. Walk by the path of labor. Walk by the path
of the shield of faith?” To him who has found Our Image in his
heart, We shall say, ‘Walk by the way of the heart, and the
Chalice will affirm the path!”” To him who thinks he has attained
the path through conceit, We shall say, ‘Go and learn from the
spirit who knows consummation.’ Conceit stops all progress.

“All creation is contained in the call of the heart. The entire
cosmic expanse is permeated with a call, and the heart of Cosmos
and the heart of an Arhat are permeated with the call. The call
and the answer comprise a combination of cosmic fires. . . . The
Heart of Our Brotherhood safeguards for humanity the path
toward the General Good.” *

Fach one must find the key to the Teaching in his own heart.
The understanding of the Teaching of Life should inaugurate
the creativeness of the spirit. The Image of the Teacher can give
an enlightened path toward cosmic space. Thus, when we accept
within our hearts the chosen Image, do not our hearts become
aflame with love toward all beings? The creative Materia Lucida
serves as embodiment for the high spirit, but this energy is
attracted through love. The whole Cosmos is upheld by love.
Love is the greatest magnet.

My love for all of you, and my eagerness about your progress,
tells my heart to point out the necessity for improvement. . . .
¥ Hierarchy.
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Now one general suggestion. In applying this suggestion, you
must remember the ordainment of the Teacher: “Severity to your-
self and an open heart for your brother. Only the benevolent eye
can create.” The Teacher always advises to apply the Teaching
first of all to your own self; otherwise you will remain on the
same step. “It is sad when the spirit, after making its life circle,
returns to the same point. It is sad when the spirit sets for itself
the same limits, and its brood, as faithful fellow travelers, await
at the gates.”

Above all, develop the sense of justice and co-measurement.
Both these qualities are measured by the heart. Therefore, begin
to think about the heart so that you can remember about it and
then hearken to its call. The magnet of the heart grows with
sincerity and striving. There is nothing abstract in this because
all the finest cosmic energies pass through the heart—all the
finest energies, the most powerful and creative ones. But in order
to attract these creative energies one must kindle one’s own fires.
Thus, build up all your fires! But do not mistake sentimentality,
that weeping kindness, for the severe, wise manifestation of the
heart. Remember what the Teaching says about compassion and
pity. Love each other, take care of each other, and give joy to
each other.



11 February 1929

Each of you is writing about his striving toward unity. What then
prevents it, if you fully realize this necessity? I shall answer: lack
of spiritual discipline, lack of ability to apply the Teaching, first
of all, to your own self. When one needs to show tolerance, the
old habit of uncontrollable antagonism, or not-outlived atavism,
rises in all its strength, and then all the best intentions are imme-
diately forgotten. Of course, it is difficult to eradicate all the bad
habits at once. Therefore, let us start the rooting out with the
most urgent—the driving away of intolerance. Let us write with
fiery letters in our consciousness this testament of the Teaching,
and let us remember it beginning and ending the day, at work and
at rest.

Let us remember how the Lord Buddha taught his pupils, how
He demanded that they should first of all learn how to control
their temper. Only after the bridle of spirit restrained all the
feelings of the pupil, only then did the Blessed One lift a little the
veil of the sacred Teaching. The path of the Teaching is the same
now as it was then. For coming closer and for the highest con-
fidence, the very same foundations are necessary: reverence for
the Hierarchy and the discipline of spirit.

By applying the gifts of indications and possibilities bestowed
by the Generous Hand of the Teacher, we can build a great deal,
elevating ourselves in the eyes of the world and in this life, com-
pleting the good karma by obedience to the guiding indications.
But what will be put into our real treasury if we do not transmute
our inner motives and feelings into the highest strivings? In spite
of all our work in the direction pointed out by the Great Teacher,
the Tower will remain inaccessible. All this sounds so compli-
cated and difficult; and, at the same time, all is so easy and
simple. If the heart burns with love and enthusiasm for the
Teacher and for the beauty and breadth of the Teaching of
Life, these sparks could so easily be fanned into the flame of
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unquenchable striving which carries us above all and everything.
Strive, my friends! Is it so difficult if you have before you the
Image of Beauty? Is it not the highest joy to bring every bit of
yourself to the service of the General Good? The achievements
are so beautiful, and there are no limits to them! But all the pos-
sibility, all the joy of it, is only in ourselves. No one can take
more than he can contain—otherwise destruction will follow. The
laws of Cosmos are exact and immutable. The highest joy for
one may cause intense anguish in another, if assimilation is not
there. Do understand this! The Rays sent to us by the Teacher
in the greatest joy of his Spirit will call forth our anguish and
may even ruin our organism if we are not prepared to receive
them. Do understand this, my dear ones, and give access to the
Rays of the Great Teacher. Each ray in Cosmos can be either
creative or destructive. It all depends on correlation and assimila-
tion, as “Man, being part of the Cosmos, is subject to all its laws.”

Let me quote from the book, Infinity:

“The cosmic creation uses all vital impulses, tensing the levers
of life. Of all the impulses the most powerful one is unity, which
contains all the manifestations of life and by which are created
the combinations of life. Why then not apply in life this principle?
When unity struggles with differentiation, then comes a strong
explosion and the fragments from the explosion are often blown
far away and these particles lose their mutually attracting power.
Thus, by rejecting the forces with which he is tied by karma, man
causes a powerful explosion. The law can create only by unifica-
tion. The element of attraction marks out the path for all the
propelled energies. The Brothers of Humanity mark out the path
for everything confirmed by evolution. So the force of attraction is
meant to be the law of Existence. This cosmic power of unification
confirms the power of Cosmic Mind.”

Again let me quote:

“Let us consider the revolt of a pupil. When the pupil hides his
revolt against the Giving Hand of the Teacher, it means he is
hiding a handful of stones. We shall remind such a pupil that the
anger will be turned back upon him. Let the pupil who is counting
his offerings turn toward the Giving Hand—great will be his de-
ficiency! The pupil who considers himself more important than
the Guru breaks off connection with the Teacher. In enumerating
his offerings the pupil is already rewarded. It is unworthy to affirm
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one’s own importance. From his light-minded remarks one may
assume that his listing is incomplete. If these debts are not out-
lived, the journey will be long. Self-conceit is a plague! One can
deplore one’s own deficiency, but the revolt against the Giving
Hand is similar to an arrow thrown against the Shield. The pillars
of the Teaching uphold the actions! Thus let us remember.”

Rightly is it said about the Hierarchy:

“Of course the spiral of life is built only by this principle. The
creativeness of the Teacher is also manifested in eternal motion.
Therefore, the saturation of a pupil must proceed through the
creativeness of the Teacher. The pupil who is counting his achieve-
ments throws himself outside the boundaries of Truth. Thus, I
shall say that the Hierarchy is the only Shield. Therefore, the
pupil who considers his soft chair higher than the throne of his
Guru, verily, must remember the Giving Hand. I grieve when the
self-assertive pupil acts arrogantly. We consider arrogance against
the Guru as the height of self-conceit. Thus let the pupil remember
in all his steps.”

Someone is wondering, “Are not the results counted first of
all?” To this I shall answer, “Could this someone count them
already?” The counting may not come up to expectations.

Carry the Treasures entrusted to you by the enlightened spirit
and sow the seeds of spiritual creativeness, fully striving and
realizing the significance of the great Gift. The result depends
upon striving, which brings spiritual creativeness.

Someone is exasperated at the severity of the foregoing. But,
may [ ask, is it possible that this someone still remains on the first
step of the call when so many pleasing things are given? Are we
still at the stage of childhood when the salutary but bitter medi-
cine is offered in chocolate-coated pills? Courage and patience
must be found for throwing away the old shell to be reborn in
joyful, luminous spirit. All of us have experienced the plungings
of spirit. It is almost unavoidable, but it should be carefully
watched because it is dangerous if the last plunge is deeper than
the previous one. To rise again will be difficult, and much will
be lost.

Let us hearken to the voice of our heart. Let the heart whisper
what great, loving Hearts live in the Stronghold of Light, and
how the inaccessibility is changed into the strongest magnet for
the striving heart. Nothing can stop this attraction if the spirit has
transmuted its inner fires.
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You are all so dear to me, and I would like so much to have all
of you around me, to whisper a gentle cheering word and, above
all, to grow with all of you in the joy of understanding the
infinite Teaching.

Often your calls reach me. I feel it is not easy for you, but so
much bigger will be the victory. My heart often talks and calls, as
the great labor is ahead of us. Let us make it easier by applying
the ordainments of the Teaching. I know your firmness and
devotion, but everything can be refined, and in this is the joy of
our existence.

To the strong spirit the difficult time shows the shortest way.
Let us welcome all the difficulties. The joy is destined, but it is
necessary to withstand the attacks of the dark forces. We shall
remember that “will and energy are the rulers of karma.” Let us
apply our will power to the transmutation of our fires. Let us
attract the pure fire of space. All joy will come with pure fire. Let
us remember that the essence of the pure intense fire contains the
quality of unification. Therefore, where unification is not mani-
fested, there is no pure fire. But only the pure fire leads to the
Tower.

1 am sending all my love and support in this difficult time of
the struggles of the spirit. You are surrounded by constant care.
Do not doubt it. Every pupil is dear to the Teacher. Every move-
ment of your heart echoes to the Great Heart. Not always can the
projected rays reach our physical consciousness; but every minute
they dispel and annihilate so many hostile sparks around you.
Help these invaluable messages by your striving and by your con-
scious, solicitous attitude toward them. They are sent by the
Perfect Heart and the Perfect Mind.

Are you convinced of the complete insolvency and the dubious-
ness of the manifestations of the “spiritual order” of the majority
of mediums? Each one sees only in his own sphere, no more and
no less. Are you going to look for knowledge from a person only
because he knows the alphabet? Look for the accumulation of the
Chalice or for the great Synthesis. You have the Highest. Do not
overload your aura by contacting the imperfect spheres.



17 December 1929

I quote to you a page from the book, Infinity. This page, with its
close analogy between the seven cosmic and human manifesta-
tions, will help you once more to ponder over the seriousness of
events.

“Only in tension, only when all the strings are vibrating, can
the cosmic task be realized. Only when the task assumes the ten-
sive form may the predestined take place. When the foundations
of Cosmos support the firmament by their attraction, the firma-
ment can withstand. But when the foundations impede the
mutual attraction, the dome is subject to unbalanced tremors;
thus, the foundations can either affirm or destroy the work. The
foundations can always unite the most diverse energies. Cosmos
directs its energies according to polarity. Negative and positive
give the manifestation of combinations.”

Think over the depth of the above-mentioned, and do not im-
pede your mutual attractions; do not evoke the shaking of the
foundations. How can you estimate the results of tremors? In a
partial explosion, a new foundation can be carefully built up, but
often a single explosion, by the force of detonation, strikes the
nearest hearths. Everywhere is the great law of analogy and
similarity.

Also you should remember to “. . . avoid turning useful forces
into a jar of scorpions.” The possibility was foreseen a long time
ago and warning was sent. Let us learn how to apply the indica-
tions. Let us be imbued with the seriousness of the present time.
Each light-mindedness is on the borderland of crime.

When we shall replace the limiting concept of “I” with the
powerful, creative and joyous “we,” all the possibilities and
wealth of the spirit will blossom immeasurably; our power will
be increased exceedingly. People are afraid of the concept “we.”
“I” can always be checked, while “we” is unknown and therefore
threatening.
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The great time predicted long ago has come. Do you not feel
it in all the tension of cosmic and human explosions? All the
crust of the earth is aquiver, and a great change is approaching.
This time it is not the comparatively harmless tail of a comet but
our own emanations which, by their discord with the approaching
higher fiery energies, may evoke—or rather will evoke—an unex-
pected change. It is good during such perturbations to be on the
solid indicated rock, under the Umbrella of Dukkar. Our tasks
will all have room under this cover! One more indication:

“When you create a new step, when Uranus is collecting the
sixth race, then it is necessary to be imbued with the affirmed great
time, and all the interfering worries should be discarded.”

We must welcome all the dear ones, close in spirit; but all the
destroying ones, those who bring division, must be either driven
away or put in their places. We labor and create not for self-
aggrandizement, not for individual personalities, but for the
great General Good.

And so, remember the unprecedented, beautiful and threaten-
ing time. Not one minute should be lost! Do strengthen unity
with all your forces of the spirit, and commit to strictest ostracism
the petty concept of “I.”

I send you all the strings of my heart; let each one of you find
a resounding one.
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11 September 1929

People will come to you with questions and indications about
various psychic and mediumistic phenomena, considering them
as manifestations of Agni Yoga. Therefore, I shall try to clarify
this difference by quoting from the talks and books of the Teach-
ing:

“The spirit of Agni Yoga links us with the higher spheres and
connects us with the currents of the Cosmic Magnet. The quality
of fire is confirmed by the tension of the magnet. The magnet of
the spirit determines that step which can be manifested. The
same principle guides the kindling of the centers.

“The spirit whose consciousness is on the lower planes cannot
ignite the fires of the higher centers. Only the highest attracts
the highest; therefore, where there is only physical striving there
will be a corresponding receptivity and result. In the approach-
ing epoch of Agni Yoga, it is necessary to know the principle of
forcibly sent messages. In nature there is also direct accordance
which has its limits. Only the finest can assimilate the finest, and
this is the principle of the magnet. Just as the principle of the
fine energies is characteristic of the highest Agni Yogi, the
physical receptivity determines corresponding manifestations.
Everything that is forced, everything that is ostentatiously crude,
everything that is physically manifested is inferior to the subtle
principle.

“An Agni Yogi possesses the highest balance; the self-denying
creativeness of his spirit leads to the balance of universal correla-
tion, and thereupon the imbalance and disharmony of the centers
ends in equilibrium. The Teaching refers often to these subtle
differences. Therefore, in order to progress to the next degree, it
is important to understand the imbalance of the lower manifesta-
tions and the beauty of the highest harmony. The nature of an
Agni Yogi is so high that comparison with any mediumistic mani-
festation will be like a muddy drop of water in a fiery chalice.
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Therefore, I shall say that the understanding of the higher fires
will bring one to the pure fiery heights. The Agni Yogi is the col-
lector of a new race. He works in the higher spheres, gathering
the spirits of a new race. The manifestation of the Agni Yogi’s
fire has its purpose on this Earth, just as in the higher spheres.
Therefore, the Agni Yogi is the connecting link between the
worlds.

“The exact differences in human instruments given for dif-
ferent aims and confirmed by the motive power of evolution
should be assimilated by the consciousness of people. When we
speak about the transmutation of the fires, the confirmation of
the most tensive fire of the Cosmic Magnet should be accepted.
When humanity understands all the creative power of the spirit
of an Agni Yogi, only then can it be said that all his centers are
vibrating, responding to cosmic events. The human instrument
which is used for the simple visual impress could not possibly be
compared with the manifestation which reflects every breath of
Cosmos. Therefore, let all those who are striving toward Agni
Yoga find the highest understanding of the opened centers.

“The medium, truly, has no opened centers, and the psychic eye
is also not in contact with the higher worlds. Humanity has a false
idea about the power of a medium, and often We are distressed
seeing how people are deluded by psychic manifestations. Physical
materializations attract as a magnet.”

Thus, if it may be so expressed, it is usually the lowest centers
of the medium that act by their primitive tension. Often it is a
forced phenomenon, which does not lead to the opening of
the centers but merely toward their temporary irritation. But the
fires of the Agni Yogi are due to the kindling of the highest cen-
ters, which really are opened.

Strictly speaking, there are no lower centers, and the high Agni
Yogi has his “lower” centers transmuted by the finest fires. But
this transmutation takes place after the kindling of the highest
centers, and then all the “lower” centers are subordinated to the
solar plexus. We must also remember that the gradation of these
fires, or rather their quality, is infinitely perfected, just as every-
thing else in the Cosmos. But one principle is beyond doubt in
determining the Agni Yogi—it is the principle of synthesis. To
kindle the fires without the Synthesis of the Chalice is impos-
sible. By this principle you can already determine the quality of
the fires.

22



So you have the main indication by which you can distinguish
the manifestations of the ignition of the centers from the lower
psychic manifestations. “An Agni Yogi is the carrier of the Syn-
thesis of the Chalice—by this indication you can judge.” There-
fore, fill your chalices with the realization of beauty, with the
true knowledge of the wisdom of the Teaching of Life, and with
the assimilation of it in your heart, and remember that the heart
is a great magnet which attracts all knowledge, all possibilities,
and all achievements. You should remember also that there is
nothing forced in the manifestations of an Agni Yogi, as the Agni
Yogi is his own laboratory. He, himself, by the force of his spirit,
transforms his fires. The Teacher gives the Indications of the
Teaching for broadening the consciousness, but the pupil him-
self must apply it. The Teacher watches over the process of ignit-
ing by covering the centers with layers of soma when the ignition
threatens to become a conflagration. But without the participa-
tion of the spirit of the pupil no transmutation is possible.

Of course, you should be careful in your answers, and particu-
Jarly in the definitions given to the questioners because it is
always necessary to remember the principle given by the Teacher:
“The answer must be as the ray of a physician, not as the nail of
a coffin.” It is necessary “not to interfere,” taking into considera-
tion the level of people’s consciousness. By carefully broadening
it, it is possible to achieve the true understanding; but often this
is a very long process, and then it is necessary to show the same
kind of patience as the Great Teacher shows toward us. In the
beginning, everyone needs encouragement and recognition of his
abilities. It is easy to scare away and much more difficult to hold,
but the Great Teacher instructs us to retain the newcomers. More-
over, sometimes a spirit with great accumulations may receive a
mediumistic structure of the organism for some definite purpose,
and then, through the development of a strong will, with the
assistance of the Great Teacher, he can conquer the unconscious
manifestations and subject them to his will. But it is not easy.

We are experiencing a difficult time, but we shall recall it with
joy, as only in difficult action can strength be developed. The
technique of a musician also develops only through constant exer-
cises after which all the fingers ache.
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15 January 1930

Sometimes I feel so much like being with you physically, so that
I might share the joy of your creative tension. You know already
that the attraction of possibilities is inevitable when all the forces
are strained. The law is one in the whole Cosmos. And we have
already learned to love the obstacles, and we know that “the
obstacles which produce weakness of spirit will produce failure,
while the obstacles which call forth all the fire of spirit to battle
act like a creative element.” The ancient wisdom says: “Welcome
the day of battle; do not turn away from obstacles.” When there
is deviation there is only detention, not salvation. The one who
is not afraid to become a participant of eternal and infinite
motion, truly, can accept the part of a fighter. The readiness,
the undeferred rhythm will rush him into the radiance of Cosmos.
Notice: “Fear and hesitation are as dams to the spirit.”

We must become accustomed to the constant battle and try
to love it. Each atom of Cosmos is fighting! After one victory
is achieved, we must be ready for the next still greater one,
for in proportion to the growth of our consciousness our actions
also grow, and the battle grows wider and becomes more respon-
sible. In the whole of Cosmos the endless battle is taking place,
and all of us, visibly and invisibly, are involved in it. It is time to
realize this because by realizing, by strengthening our spirit, we
shall become the real victors. Directed by the High Wisdom,
which indicates to us the right direction, we shall cross over all
abysses! And without being dazzled by the vision, joyously and
luminously we may look into the future. Where are other similarly
fortunate ones who can say this? Think of the advantage this
knowledge gives us! What an assurance it gives to all our actions
and decisions! Is it not the greatest happiness to be able to move
ahead to the indicated goal, fully realizing the events and know-
ing that our destiny is to achieve a maximum broadening of our
consciousness for the best service to the Common Good? The
threatening time is very near. Do not the heat-lightnings already
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flash out, and are not the ominous messengers of the awakened
subterranean fire breaking through? And we who know about it
must urgently transmute our inner fires in order to assimilate the
approaching fiery storm, as only this will give us stability
in the battle, will bring us near the Hierarchy of Light, and will
help to fill the chalice. Thus, let us transmute all our energies.
We should start from the most stubborn energy, which is egoism
(that furious dragon of selfishness with its long tail); self-conceit;
love of power; self-love; touchiness; irritability; fear; doubt and
other similar decorations. And we should replace them with the
wings of affirmed unity; complete solidarity with all the co-
workers; acknowledgment of Hierarchy; joyous strengthening of
the given tasks; tolerance and gratitude for the right directions.
We should conclude with—trust to the very end. All this trans-
mutation is so simplified when hearts burn with devotion and
love to the One who calls to construction and who points out the
way to the Tower.

Let everyone crucify himself. Let him severely judge himself
and be most considerate to all co-workers. It is necessary to
crucify only oneself! We shall grow immeasurably by practising
this severity upon ourselves. If someone has not finished some-
thing that was entrusted to him, do not blame him, but if pos-
sible finish it yourself. And I do beg of you, do not criticize each
other. From continuous repetitions of condemnations, calluses
will appear on the brain, and then how can one achieve the broad-
ening of consciousness? Every spare moment must be utilized for
progressive action, for the enrichment of the treasury, for the
assimilation of the Teaching, which is still so little understood
and applied. Every line evokes so many questions, comparisons,
and requires immediate application in everyday life. And what is
applied? The Teacher wants to see us united, wants to look at us
as one heart, one spirit, one organism. If one part of the organ-
ism is ill, do not the healthy parts fulfil their work, giving the
sick organs an opportunity to recover? You must act similarly.

It is said, “We offer the best armor; therefore, if they do not
wish to substitute the old habits for shining armor the approach
to the Tower is closed! Yes, yes, yes! It is necessary to realize the
threatening time and not to continue with old habits.” It hurts
me to write this, but I feel that it is timely, otherwise something
irremediable may happen. Superficially, things may appear as
they were, but what is not seen and cannot be replaced will de-
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part. The sorrow of the Teacher is so evident, and my spirit
knows and sees the sculpture of the spirit of the co-workers.

Who will be the first to emerge from this very painful battle?

But remember—there is no other way. If the spirit be too slow
in awakening, will it not be terrible to wake up in front of closed
doors? In the spiritual world as in the subtle one, the laws are
still more immutable; the limits of relationship are immeasurably
finer than on the physical plane because the great selection takes
place there. Take all the above-said courageously; courageously
crucify yourself, remembering the pressing time.

In addition, I shall quote a page from Infinity:

“In the cosmic creation the energies are combined in the greatest
tension. The combinations of united energies grow with the force
of tension. The synthesis of tension is confirmed by the power of
higher fires. In all cosmic creation the law of tension can create a
new combination. With the growth of tension new and different
energies are attracted. When the energies joined to the combina-
tion of the magnet attract similar currents, then it is possible to
establish harmonization of the energies. But when the energies
move in different directions, a wasting of the energy of the magnet
takes place. It is similar with human actions.

“Why is the spirit of humanity attracted toward the dishar-
monious currents? Of course, the currents which are diverted to
the spatial fire may give a better formula, but this formula must
be created independently. Initiative should be understood as the
basis for synthesized activity. When the spirit can find its seed and
can cognize the coverings which surrcund it, then the beauty of
the Cosmos can be realized. The husk which accumulates upon
the human spirit has closed the way to affirmation. Therefore,
Our co-workers must understand that these husks do not belong
among Our requirements. It is necessary to understand that it is
unfitting to manifest the garment of spirit like a husk when We
honor so much the radiance of the garment of the Mother of the
World. Thus, remember and strive after the Teacher! Only in
this way will you succeed. Self-activity of the centers is being built
like an ascending spiral.”

Let us discard all husks, let us show initiative, let us strive
toward the refining of the quality of thought, and we shall suc-
ceed! The care for quality in all things is the most necessary care.
The high and the low differ only in quality, showing similarity
in everything else.
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24 February 1930

Truly, only the small consciousness can be annoyed by the author-
ity of the Guru. For what is the authority of the Guru but the
authority of the Hierarch? The authority of the Hierarch does
not mean domination over the aspirations of everything inferior.
The authority of the Hierarch and Guru is not a tyranny. This
authority is the highest knowledge. It is said: “The Hierarch uses
the power for cosmic progress. We Brothers of Humanity possess
this power of acting in unison with the Cosmic Magnet.” The
Hierarch and the Guru are those experienced Pilots who, during
the violent storm, are guiding through the destructive waves,
through all the rocks, the boat entrusted to Them, the boat in
which we, as a “precious” cargo, all have our place. Therefore,
let us not forget this; let us not leave the Hand which is out-
stretched in salutary Leadership! Power and domination are two
different things. Domination is the lowest form of consciousness
because it is caused by fearful, all-excluding egoism; while power,
blessed by the highest knowledge and strained by the heart, is the
highest sacrifice. Let us remember the book about “Sacrifice.”
Heart was always considered to be the symbol of the Leader.

Try to feel with your heart the power of joy in devotion and
love to the Leading Hand. I affirm by the knowledge of spirit and
heart that you have not a greater Friend and Guardian.

We should realize how small are all our offerings, if there are
any such, compared to the salutary power and pricelessness of this
dispensation. The broadened consciousness will understand it.
Nobody is demeaned, all are honored, the way to the highest
achievements is opened to all, if only we ourselves do not throw
away the possibilities. There are moments in difficult mountain-
climbing when the only possibility is to move ahead; every hesita-
tion threatens disaster. A loose stone cannot support the one who
delays for long. At the moment we must ascend, and the only open
way is the path ahead, without doubts, without regrets and re-
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counting of the small knots of offerings. Each thought of this kind
will mean extra weight for the legs and will complicate the
dangerous ascent. We need the wings of love and trust in the
Leading Hand, the wings of joy in the Great Service. Every appli-
cation of the words of the Teaching to life will relieve our burden
immensely.

I beg you from my heart, do discard all self-conceit, every
thought of exclusiveness in your offerings, every thought of doubt
and suspicion, as the time is too ominous and heavy with respon-
sibility. And is the duration of the struggle so long? Almost half
is already done, and, really, nobody has lost anything. The future
is so beautiful and so broad. Let your names be written down
among the names of the great co-workers of evolution. What can
be higher and more beautiful than cooperation for the General
Good of the culture of nations!

Pages from Infinity:

“Great unity in Cosmos holds sway like a powerful law. Only
those who accept this law may truly participate in the cosmic
cooperation. The unity of essence in everything directs humanity
toward creation. When the consciousness draws from the treasury
of space, then the Cosmic Magnet exerts its influence. The mani-
fested treasury contains the affirmation of energy saturated with
unity. Therefore, each seed of spirit must feel similar unity. Each
seed of spirit belongs to the cosmic Unity, in which all cosmic
creation is contained. Man deprives himself of this truth by adopt-
ing the way of isolation. The law of Unity is immutable in all its
variety. Only by this law is it possible to construct because when
the attraction creates, then in the power of action lies unity. All
affirmed Be-ness is founded on unity. The administering law is so
powerful that cosmic construction is upheld by this principle. In
all its manifestations this law gathers its particles, unifying all
which belong together. This great law is the Crown of Cosmos!

“In the eternal creation of life, the law of Unity acts. The
cosmic creation moves onward like a fiery, manifested edict—an
edict which destines unification; an edict which destines a designa-
tion; an edict which destines the replacing of one by the other; an
edict which destines a crowning; an edict which destines immor-
tality; an edict which destines life to each atom; an edict which
destines the approach of new energy; an edict which destines the
New Era. The creativeness of Cosmos is expressed in this way by
the magnet of life. How is it possible to disunite the cosmic crea-
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tion? How to disconnect parts which belong together? How to dis-
unite what, verily, issues one from the other? The Cosmos in
its saturation impels toward fiery unification. Only the Cosmic
Mind can give humanity the Image of Unity. This Mind gives to
humanity the highest Image of the most fiery Heart! This Mind
collects in sacredness. Therefore, in Cosmos this law is created
by life. Where is the end, if all the cosmic manifestations issue
from the dual Origin? When the spirit comes into contact with
the highest spheres, then the cosmic creation is revealed in the
law of infinite unification.

“The spirit is terrified by the thought about death. But when
the consciousness penetrates into the essence of Life, then the con-
cept of Unity iIs affirmed. When the spirit realizes how endlessly
all the manifestations of life are flowing, then it will be possible
to point to the continuousness of all the chains: the chain of
thought, the chain of action, the chain of results, the chain of
strivings, the chain of lives. One chain predetermines another.
The creativeness of the magnet of life consists of these chains.
And the spirit must be terrified not by death and dissolution but
by the very thought of breaking the chain. If one could investigate
the records of these broken chains existing in space, verily, the
spirit would be terrified! When the great shifting has been con-
firmed, only those can succeed who accept the unity of evolution.”

Let us not break the chain which connects us with the Leading
Hand. How else can we approach?

Let us draw more from the same book:

“The cosmic dates are determined by the assertion of the subter-
ranean and supermundane fires. This correlation is connected with
the spheres of human actions. When the date is approaching and
comes into action, it is always possible to watch how, together with
the cosmic perturbations, the human consciousness is shifted. Of
course, the immutability of the law unites all the spheres, and the
communion of all the cosmic forces becomes the assertion of ra-
tional action. Thus, the date is filled by all the events and is not
limited to only one sphere.

“Now, truly, the fires of all the spheres are very much strained,
and the cosmic decision turns the events. The magnetic currents
attract intensively the subterranean fire.

“Just as the conductor of electricity depends on various condi-
tions, the human aura forms up receptively for the cosmic mes-
sages. When the spheres of men need certain shocks, then the
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cosmic sendings are in accordance. Only those elements which can
penetrate into the confirmed auras join those spheres. When the
sphere requires strong shocks, then it is impossible for the sphere
to accept the flowing messages of Cosmos. Therefore, the dark-
ness, which surrounds the planet, will not admit the assertion
without the manifestation of explosions. These purifying forces
will enlighten humanity. The cosmic fires attract the confirmed
dates.

“The purifying fires of the Universe are penetrating into all
regions of the planet. The sparks of fire spread over all the chan-
nels of the actions of karma. Like volcanoes the affirmed fires flash
out. The force of karma shifts and moves the power from hand
to hand. The cosmic flow rushes toward the purifying fires; and
hence the comet, hastening through the Infinite. The tension of
the currents is very marked, and the effect corresponds to the fires
of the planet. The centers of the Agni Yogi record all cosmic
currents.”

How many warnings and signs are sent regarding the approach-
ing threatening time! But great is the ignorance. I remember
reading in a scientific magazine that a northern scientist had
investigated the activity of volcanoes and found that the present
volcanic belt revealed a period of unusual tension, and all the
so-called extinct volcanoes were awakening once more to fiery life.
Unexpected eruptions are being seen in new places. The most
dangerous disturbances are at the bottom of the cceans. The
scientist concludes his deductions by admitting the possibility of
a gigantic, planetary cataclysm, and even in the very near future.

The following paragraph from Infinity partly explains it:

“If humanity would but understand the meaning of existence, it
would join the cosmic creativeness. How is it possible to advance
without realizing the eternal cosmic shiftings? Only when striv-
ings beyond the boundary drawn by our life are manifested, only
then will it be possible to perceive the cosmic creativeness. The
wall of stupidity has blocked the way, as has also the fog of con-
tentment. When it becomes possible to enter the spheres of true
cosmic creativeness, then the cosmic consciousness will come.

“Those are right who speak about human ignorance. When
we approach the threatening time it is necessary to exert all
strength for such a powerful step. The epoch of Maitreya is
already predicted, and the signs are already scattered like fiery
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seeds. Therefore, for those who follow the Cosmic Magnet, the
threatening time will be full of Light. And for those also who
struggle for the significance of the New Epoch, the threatening
time will prove to bear the Light of the future.”

But people still do not want to understand how uneasy life is
on our planet now, and where and into what one must look for
the cause of the imminent danger.
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24 June 1930

In your last letters you emphasize how happy you are to have
responsibility, with which every co-worker is charged in his
management of the department entrusted to him. The realization
of personal responsibility is quite correct, but I would also like
to hear something from you about cooperation. I am afraid that
my understanding of responsibility will be somewhat different
from yours. Personal responsibility is not only connected with
the broadest cooperation, but, truly speaking, this cooperation or
collaboration is the basis of personal responsibility. The Cosmos
is built upon cooperation; and man, being part of and a reflec-
tion of the Cosmos, cannot exclude himself from this law if he
does not wish to destroy himself. Each institution, with one of the
co-workers at the head of it, must cooperate as much as possible
with all other departments or institutions. All the sections work
according to the same plan, and we must see that they work to-
gether like the fingers of the same hand, not disturbing, but help-
ing and complementing each other. The withdrawal of one of the
sections from cooperation is similar to a gangrenous process, and
will cause general disintegration unless a salutary operation is
performed in time.

If you think that responsibility means withdrawal and inde-
pendence of action, you reveal a well-concealed sense of ambition
and possessiveness. And we know how all such feelings are disap-
proved by all Teachers. If we do not destroy within ourselves the
sense of ownership in all its aspects, we cannot easily reach the
next step. It may be that we consider possessively not only our own
section but even our pupils and acquaintances, and we would
become hurt if some of our collaborators also evinced an interest
in them.

The slave-holding attitude arises from the sense of ownership,
and you know how difficult it is to eradicate such feelings. But
are such atavisms permissible in the epoch of the Mother of the
World, the epoch of utmost cooperation?
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The societies and institutions do not exist for our personal
aggrandizement. We must, therefore, work according to the gen-
eral plan for the development of all of them. By elevating their
significance we elevate ourselves, but if we think primarily of
enhancing our own personality we shall weaken the societies and
institutions and ruin ourselves.

I fear that my directions may be disliked by some, and I have
reasons for thinking this. But, as it is said, “The Teaching is not
soothing syrup, neither is it silver jackstraws. It is a severe cruci-
fying of self and a tense transformation of one’s lower nature
through the finest fires. Soothing syrup perhaps may be appro-
priate on the first step, but the Teaching requires the severe and
beautiful flowers of self-denial. Those who prefer soothing syrup
had better not touch the fiery food prepared for those who choose
self-denial.”

Yes, all the dark corners should be lighted up, and the dust of
yesterday should be cleaned out. Otherwise it will be impossible
to build the next step.

Please forgive my severe remarks. I write with all my heart.
I want to help you and to give you a new understanding. Sweet
speeches put our consciousness to sleep and deepen our ignorance,
but ignorance is stagnation and retrogression. Give joy to the
Teacher. Let Him see your ardent desire to comprehend the
joyous ascent. Tread this new path with severe self-control. The
foundation of the higher joy is full of suffering. “Suffering pre-
cedes joy”’—let us remember this.

The souls united by the same striving comprise one whole
chain. United by the same Teaching, this chain is unbreakable.
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17 August 1930

With all my heart I agree with the Teacher’s Edict about the
pressing necessity to commence a new step. What does this new
step mean? Not just exclamations and enthusiasm about the wis-
dom and beauty of the Teaching, not just assurances of devotion
and a new understanding, but action according to the new com-
prehension of the Teaching. Thus, let us apply the Teaching in
life, let us honor the Hierarchy and let us begin a friendly and
sensible cooperation.

Let us attentively and carefully carry out the given tasks; let
us strive to understand all the majesty of the plan of the General
Good and our own responsibility. Let us put into the foundation
all the given confirmations of the last ten years. Gather together
and read them with all your heart. Everybody’s place was clearly
indicated because only in such a way could there be achieved the
greatest and the most beneficial results.

Also, beginning with the very first days, some of the co-workers
showed certain characteristics in their natures which should have
been immediately eradicated. But what was done regarding the
fulfilment of these useful and salutary indications? Was not the
most unpardonable light-mindedness shown toward this most
urgent problem? Verily, it is most urgent, and only honest effort
to eradicate our faults can advance us on the path of Service. Let
each one look into the depth of his own consciousness; let him
awaken his heart; let him give to himself a severe accounting of
all the motives which direct his actions; and let him start imme-
diately the eradication of all bad accumulations, as time is short!

The Teaching points out vices, namely, ambition, self-conceit,
selfishness, suspiciousness and light-mindedness, which should not
be allowed to grow up among the co-workers if they wish to build
the foundation of a new step. Let us become firmly aware in our
hearts that the Teacher disapproves of the tendency toward bossi-
ness. As I have already written once before—domineeringness and

34



true leadership are antipodes. While the former is the offspring
of darkness, the latter is of the light of knowledge in the eternal
striving toward perfection. First of all, bossiness is vulgar; that is
why it is so easy to fall into this attitude. “Domineeringness is the
main obstacle in the path of discipleship.” Self-conceit and bossi-
ness are inseparable and lead to spiritual impoverishment and
destruction.

The Teacher does not use force. He acts according to the intel-
ligence of the co-workers. Often, the leader sees a short and simple
plan of achievement, the very simplicity of which is above the
consciousness of the co-workers. Then the wise leader will not
insist upon his own way, but, after considering the abilities of the
co-workers, he will select a line of action which is of easy access
for the majority.

Not tyranny but true cooperation is necessary. Broadest co-
operation is inscribed upon the Banner of the New Era. The main
quality of a leader is to be able to assemble co-workers of the
most diverse natures and unify them in the same striving. Is not
our unification achieved by our deveotion to the Teacher? Thus,
let us remember that the Teacher directs our advancement by
magnanimous cooperation, not by force. Wise concessions in
small details to the consciousness not fully grown may not give
completely satisfactory results, but at least it will not breed a
ruinous atmosphere of irritability and disagreement.

For the sake of benevolent cooperation in the creation of a
new step it is most necessary to assimilate the significance of
thought. It is necessary to create a better atmosphere in our daily
life by the purifying of thought. In such a way we shall attract
better possibilities. In all the books of the Teaching so many
discourses are devoted to this question, but until now we have not
been able to realize the foundation not only of our welfare but
even of our very existence. Cosmos is built upon thought. Both
happiness and destruction are based upon thought. Thought
brings life, but it can also bring death. When will this be under-
stood by people? There is no stronger lever in the Cosmos than
thought saturated with psychic energy!

Thought is a magnet, and each dark thought creates a stratum
of heavy fluids which is attracted and gathered by similar con-
sciousnesses. “Joy may, by a magnetic current, attract joy from
space.” Remember that thought acts as a boomerang; therefore
thought, upon being sent consciously to a person whese vibrations
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are not identical, will return to the one who sent it, reinforced
with identical vibrations which are oscillating in space and are
seeking reunion. It is easy to imagine what destructive results a
thought may bring to one who sent it evil-mindedly. Also, during
the temporary weakness of the defensive auric net in the case of
illness, the malicious sendings will complicate the struggle of the
organism and in such a way cause irreparable harm. Will we not
be foolish in breeding such dark thoughts? Chase away every
impure thought; replace it with a thought of benevolence. Hasten
to purify the spirit by broad creative thoughts about the wonder-
ful future.

Also, it is necessary to remember constantly the ruinous effects
of irritability. “Irritability makes our vessel fragile.” The poison
of irritability, with all its consequences, is pointed out in Agni
Yoga. This poison corrodes the precious precipitations of psychic
energy. And what can be achieved without the accumulation of
psychic energy? Stupidity and destruction will be the results. Of
course, everyone has the free will to destroy himself, but it is
criminal to spread this dreadful infection. Thus, bearing in mind
the significance of thought and of irritability, we shall commence
the creating of a benevolent atmosphere.

While building up the relations between the co-workers, you
must not forget all the small workers. The real leader will be very
careful not to offend by word or action the least of the workers.
Only treachery must be severely condemned. Our atmosphere and
all our possibilities will be considerably improved if we are sur-
rounded by friends. It has been mentioned many times how you
should appreciate each devoted heart and how important are the
small helpers connected with our daily life. Even the kindly treat-
ment of animals improves the atmosphere around us.

The Teaching provides the most vital and practical advices. We
must make an effort to absorb the Treasury of the Teaching en-
trusted to us. Let us remember the donkey under the load of grain
—mentioned in the Teaching—and let us not be like unto it.

So many disappointments, so many failures would have been
avoided had the Teaching and all the indications been applied in
a literal sense in everyday life. By giving us understanding of life,
understanding of the foundations of existence, the Teaching
brings us, if there is application in full consciousness of all that
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is given, to fiery purification or transmutation of our centers into
the higher fires, and thus gives us the chalice of Amrita.

Only this fiery purification opens the way to the Tower. But
this transmutation may come only when the spirit has conquered
selfishness. It is said:

“Selfishness is the breeder of all grey accumulations; therefore,
when selfishness obscures the spirit it can be positively said that
the transmuting fire cannot reach us . . . When the spirit sur-
rounds the manifested power of its essence with burdensome ac-
cumulations, it departs from striving. The burdens are so heavy
that the spirit loses its approach to the Tower. That is why those
who know this affirmation move ahead by transmuting their ego.
When the spirit does not strive to outlive its burdens, it attracts
the affirmed obstacle. Thus, there is a balance between striving
and consequences. The wings of spirit bring the power of soaring
to the higher spheres, but the heaviness of selfishness draws one to
the lower spheres. . . . Only those surrounded by the wall of self-
ishness may affirm self-conceit. Therefore, an obstructive wall re-
mains on the way, and only the destruction of this wall will bring
us to the first step of transmutation. If the center of ego exists
separately, it will be destined to solitude. Only cooperation of
heart and spirit leads to the keys of the Teaching.”

Self-conceit is bred by ignorance. Self-conceit closes all the ways
to knowledge. Self-conceit deprives man of the wonderful striving.
What remarkable definitions of striving—this key to all the Gates—
are given in the books of the Teaching!

It is necessary for each one to give account to himself as to how
and in what way he passed the probations of the last seven years.
Let us recall all the probations which were given to those who
came into contact with the Teaching in the first days of the Call
of the Great Teachers. Everyone had a chance to show his nature
completely. Read attentively the letters about “Probation and
Chelaship” in the book, The Mahaitma Letters to A. P. Sinnett.
They are very edifying. I have mentioned it already, but a useful
exercise of memory is always good. The Teacher follows a system
of continucus probation. Otherwise, how can the deeply con-
cealed accumulations be revealed? How can they be burned over
the fire of devotion and striving? Many psychological ways are
used by the Teachers for probation and guidance of the pupils.
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The ardent pupil, who appreciates every hint of the Teacher, who
is severe to himself but benevolent to other workers, will success-
fully pass all the probations. But woe to him who confirms himself
in his own importance and considers himself a pillar of the Teach-
ing; frightful will be his downfall!

I may as well warn you against low, vulgar suspiciousness. He
who suspects others proves that he himself possesses similar accu-
mulations. By suspecting, we show that we are inclined to do the
things of which we suspect others. Let us be ashamed to unveil
our nature so openly. Let us ardently destroy even a hint of this
vulgarity. A slave to suspicion will suspect everybody. The king
of spirit sees all as beautiful and thus calls to life the best there
is. The law of the magnet is everywhere.

All words and hints which come from the Guru have deep sig-
nificance. There is no effect without a cause. Every indication of
the Guru, if precisely fulfilled, brings good results, not only to
the work but also to the one who did the work. By rejection or
careless fulfilment we often deprive ourselves of irreplaceable
possibilities. And later, when our intellect has grown, we shall
realize how irremediable is the situation, and we shall moan with
acute distress, “The happiness was so near, so possible!” In-
scrutable are the ways of karma, and we never know which link,
which string may bring us the expected happiness. Therefore, let
us not lose a single knot, wisely woven by the hand of the Guru.

Let us drive away all the dark shadows. They stand behind our
back and whisper, and so much happiness may fly away!

Most human faults and vices are developed from light-minded-
ness; therefore, by getting rid of this greatest evil we shall ap-
proach perfection with the steps of a giant.

One more request. Write your letters to me with a copy, and
before writing your next letter reread your previous one. In this
way you will understand the design of your own spirit better.
There will be fewer contradictions and moods in your letters. And
if you write about the new comprehension, point out what actions
confirmed and strengthened this comprehension. I would also
like to see more questions about the true understanding of events
but not the selection of favorable circumstances. Show more
sincerity, more concentration, show a broad consciousness. From
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not a bad (but a wrong) desire to cause me joy by good news,
your letters often do not reflect reality.

“Too little time is left for burning oil in your lamps.” Please
realize how serious is this Indication. Those who do not approach
the Hierarchy of Light during this life may forever lose this con-
nection. You know how I dislike to frighten, how all my being is
striving to bring only joy, but you also know about the limited
time.

Do not break the wonderful connecting thread. After the
break, the fall would carry you far away. Be of good cheer and
courage, and find joy in the salutary Indications of the Hierarchy
of Light. Let us firmly remember that the most pewerful force,
which transmutes various energies, is the magnet of the heart.
“All currents are transmuted by this magnet. The human being
is attracted to this magnet; that is why the transmuting power
is in the heart.”

Let us try to develop this power in ourselves. This will give us
the highest joy of existence.
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7 October 1930

The idea of creating the unity of women the world over is more
than timely.

In the difficult days of world upheavals, of human disunity, of
the neglecting of all the higher principles of Being, which are the
only true givers of life and which lead to the evolution of the
world, there must be heard a voice calling for the resurrection of
the spirit and for the bringing of the fire of achievement into all
the actions of life. And, of course, this voice must be the voice of
woman, who during millenniums has drunk the chalice of suffer-
ing and humiliation and has forged her spirit in the greatest
patience.

Now, let woman—the Mother of the World—say, “Let there be
Light,” and let her affirm her fiery achievements. What will this
Light be like, and which of her achievements will be the great
fiery ones? The banner of spirit will be raised, and upon it will
be inscribed “Love, Knowledge and Beauty.” Yes, only the heart
of the woman, the mother, may gather under this Banner the
children of the whole world, without distinctions of sex, race,
nationality and religion.

Woman—mother and wife—witness of the development of man’s
genius, can appreciate the great significance of the culture of
thought and knowledge.

Woman—inspirer of beauty—knows all the strength, all the
synthesizing power of beauty.

Woman—bearer of the sacred power and knowledge of spirit—
can indeed become “The Leading One.”

Let us, therefore, without delay raise the great Banner of the
New Era—the Era of the Mother of the World. Let every woman
enlarge the boundaries of her hearth to encompass the hearths of
the whole world. These countless fires will strengthen and em-
bellish her own hearth.

Knowing that limitation leads to destruction, and that expan-
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sion gives creation, let us strive with all our forces toward the
expansion of our consciousness, toward the refinement of thought
and feeling, so that with the resultant creative fire we can kindle
our own hearth.

Let us lay into the foundation of Woman’s Unity the striving
toward true knowledge, that which knows no human demarca-
tions and limitations. But we may be asked how the true knowl-
edge is to be reached. We shall reply, “This knowledge exists in
your spirit, in your heart. Be able to awaken it!”

Striving toward beauty will be the key to it. This knowledge
is in each striving toward the General Good. It is indicated in all
the Great Teachings which have been given to the world. It is in
every manifestation of nature. In forgetting to observe the cosmic
manifestations, humanity lost the key to many of the mysteries of
Being, and it is just these mysteries that could provide under-
standing of all the reasons for the present upheavals and miseries.
Therefore, while gathering the warriors of spirit, let us direct
them toward an awakening of this sacred knowledge.

Humanity should realize the majestic cosmic law of equiv-
alency, the law of the dual Origin, as the foundation of existence.
The predominance of one Origin over the other has created a lack
of balance and destruction, which may now be observed in all of
life. But let not the woman who has realized this law, and who
strives toward equilibrium, let her not lose the beauty of the
feminine image; let her not lose tenderness of heart, subtlety of
feelings, the self-sacrifice and the courage of patience.

Woman, the bearer of sacred knowledge, can become a calling
power, kindling with fiery words the souls that are ready. It is
necessary to give to every woman according to her consciousness
and without impeding her natural and individual growth. It is
necessary, with careful touches, to broaden the mind on the
foundation of the Teaching of Life. Let every soul develop in a
natural way, bringing out the best she can according to the level
of her consciousness. Beauty is in variety, but all should have one
general foundation—the foundation of striving toward the Gen-
eral Good. The broadest cooperation is inscribed on the Banner
of the Mother of the World. Therefore, let us display the utmost
tolerance.

Sisters of the Golden Mountain, a dangerous but beautiful
time is ahead of us—a time of great achievements. I send you the
call of my heart. Let us arm ourselves with flaming striving and
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with courage, and over all obstacles we shall carry the Banner of
the Mother of the World—the Banner of Love, Self-Sacrifice and
Beauty—so that in the hour of victory we shall plant it on the
Summits of the World.



I3

13 October 1930

I have received a series of letters which give me an idea of the
course of your work and also of your attempts to apply some of
the laws of the Teaching to life. I was happy to see your penetra-
tion into the Teaching. The thoughts you quoted from the book
Agni Yoga are very timely. It is indeed necessary to affirm the
great usefulness of creative activity, together with courageous
striving and firm faith in final success. We must face the enemy
with complete presence of mind. The enemy is often nothing
more than a repulsive but harmless beetle on a sunlit wall, and
only neurotic individuals will be frightened by it. Some enemies
assume the guise of yaks, but we use yaks for crossing the most
dangerous mountain summits. A wolf, too, will sometimes assume
sheep’s clothing, but we have already been warned against exces-
sive confidence; and we know that we must suit our weapons to
each individual case. We would not, for example, oppose a tiger
with an arrow designed for a sparrow.

Fearlessness and striving are two of the foundations of the
Teaching. It is almost impossible to stop something that is in
striving motion. Similarly does striving thought surmount all
obstacles. You will have received by now the new book of the
Teaching. You will find many wonderful formulae in it. Assimi-
late them and apply them to life. Note all that is said about the
qualities of action. Only knowledge of the Teaching will bring
you the presence of mind for your answers because the Teaching
foresees every situation of life.

Also, it is useful to remember what was said about daring, and
how reproved were all standardized concepts—these destroyers of
ascent in small things as well as in large ones. You can speak
about the necessity of new ways, but do it tactfully and carefully
because immobility and duliness resent being disturbed. “Better
to move to the cemetery than to be limited by dead laws.” All the
laws are in the depths of our consciousness. Thus, by deepening

43



our consciousness we comprehend the laws. From this comes
great mobility. But what do we see in reality? Criminal stagna-
tion of mind! Countries maintaining dead laws decay because
they oppose the laws of evolution. Look around “with the eyes of
a hawk.” Study the present situation and approaching events on
our planet! Verily, one may say that coming events already cast
their shadow upon the Earth. It is impossible to arrest the
awakened force of the new consciousness or understanding among
the masses. All delays will only cause greater destruction. But we
are not destroyers. We are creators. Therefore, let us ardently
build the bastions of culture, knowledge of the Living Ethics,
and Beauty. Knowledge and Beauty are the foundation and crown
of cosmic evolution.

How I wish to strengthen you in courageous patience, fearless-
ness and resourcefulness!

Only thought and a great consciousness will conquer every-
thing. Therefore, use all means to broaden your consciousness by
absorbing with all your essence every line of the Teaching. A
profound and many-sided consciousness and the application of
the Covenants of the Teaching into life will give you the key to
everything because you will possess a synthesis.

By comparing all the given indications with the current events,
we shall see how wisely and timely every one of them was given.
How considerately, how carefully was our consciousness pre-
pared for the next step. Blessed is the Hand which lightened the
burden!

Years of stubborn but beautiful struggle are ahead of us, but
the result of this battle is predestined. Therefore, we should
examine our armor and temper the steel of our swords. It is neces-
sary to have the given shields always ready because we must raise
the right shield for the right occasion. Write down and recall in
your memory as often as possible each encounter, each defense,
and the protection given to you by each shield. The number of
the shields exceeds that of the institutions. Your entire activity is
covered and protected by them. Exercise together! Every co-
worker can show resourcefulness and can display the strength of
the shield from a new, unexpected point of view. It is extremely
useful to conclude discussion by such exercises. You may even
imagine the hostile questioners and then prepare and practise
your answers to them.
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When defending the work of our societies and communities,
let us not forget our scientific expeditions and the great idea of
the Banner of Peace, our international contacts, and, finally, our
struggle against the cruel and ignorant attitude toward cultural
creativeness! Often, it is difficult for us to comprehend the whole
significance of our constructive work, and in urgent moments the
most significant data and proofs are not evident to us. It is not
always that our memory can muster the necessary thought. That
is why it is so important to practise the reviewing of our tasks,
together with the inspection of our shields and general accumula-
tions. To begin with, let us firmly realize that we are constructing
a great work of world importance and that we are invulnerable
beneath our shields.

Perhaps the concept of a City of Knowledge is less clear in the
consciousness of the co-workers than the other ideas. Therefore,
I shall give you—rather, will repeat to you—a few ideas for your
outer protection. As to the inner one, you already have it. The
center should be developed into a city of knowledge. In this city
we wish to create a synthesis of scientific achievements. Therefore,
all branches of science should eventually be established there.
And, since the source of knowledge lies in the Cosmos, the co-
workers of the scientific center should belong to the whole world
—that is, should include all nationalities. And, as the Cosmos is
indivisible in all its functions, the scientists of the world should
be indivisible in their achievements. In other words, they should
be united in closest cooperation. The location of the center, in the
Himalayas, is selected quite deliberately and purposefully, as
innumerable possibilities are open there, and the attention of the
scientific world is being directed toward these heights. The dis-
covery of new cosmic rays, which bring to humanity new precious
energies, is possible only on the mountain summits because all
the finest and most valuable energies are found only in the pure
layers of mountain atmosphere.

Are not mountains the greatest of magnetic stations? Would it
not be appropriate to explore their magnetism and electricity?
Would not the study of magnetic currents bring safety into
aerostatics? In the sphere of magnetic currents science is still in
its infancy, and modern instruments are nothing but toys, while
“great discoveries could take place with proper study and re-
search.” The reason we wish so much to begin this research at
our center is because the conditions of this locality are particu-
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larly favorable. Would it not be timely to pay attention to all
meteoric precipitations which fall on the snowy summits and
which, by the force of the mountain streams, are carried down
to the valleys? For astronomical observations the conditions here
are exceptionally good, and in nearby Little Tibet it is possible
to establish a section of the main station.

Geologically, the Himalayas are also very interesting, and their
caves hold many mysteries for archeologists, zoologists and an-
thropologists. There are a great number of hot springs. Also,
other unexplored springs and salt lakes, which have various
properties according to the statements of local inhabitants. As for
botany, zoology, and ornithology—you have already learned from
the letters of our botanist-zoologist how pleased he was with the
results of his work. On these mountains the rarest medicinal plants
and grasses are centered, and the variety of botanic species is
unexcelled.

In archeological respects our valley, of course, is one of the
richest and most ancient. There are traces of ancient Buddhist
culture. Quite remarkable is the number of local dialects among
the mountain tribes. Two neighboring villages frequently do not
understand each other. Fiery atmospheric manifestations also
could be observed here, and the so-called “Himalayan lights”
may often be seen. It is most desirable to establish here a mete-
orological station to start studying and observing the magnetic
currents, with the idea of broadening it eventually, bearing in
mind the favorable local conditions. In connection with this, let
me quote certain indications: “Further movement of magnetic
currents over the surface of the earth manifests the lines of the
atmospheric changes. Observation stations should be established
in various places, and collaboration between them should be as
close and precise as possible. It is true that the trouble lies in the
absence of synthesis and that much energy and valuable studies
are lost. Therefore, an organization of true cooperators is neces-
sary on Earth.”

Let us think of broad possibilities. “Breadth of thought and
consciousness will be your test.” Have you noticed that all pes-
simists usually possess small consciousnesses and poor imagina-
tions?

The establishment of a city of synthesized knowledge is a prob-
lem of world significance, and that is why we must not ask for
help but should demand it. We work not for ourselves but for
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numanity. Everyone of us is ready to apply his best efforts for the
General Good. Let other people also understand this pure striv-
ing, and they may become aflame with the desire to advance
humanity further toward synthesized knowledge.

Thus, insist that your co-workers examine and cleanse their
shields. Search for those shields in every indication, every thought
given in the books of Living Ethics. We must have the beautiful,
constructive formulae ready. With all our imagination we are
unable to embrace the significance of present events which gather
around the cultural activities. Therefore, let us absorb the idea
that a great world task is being performed and, striving cease-
lessly, let us continue to carry the stones for building the Temple
of Knowledge.

Once more, I ask all participants to think what great coopera-
tion means. I quote an example given by the Teacher: “Forces
which act against each other are mutually destroyed. Forces which
act along parallel lines in the same direction manifest the sum
of these energies, and forces which act separately are weakened,
according to the angle of their divergency. People cannot realize
that this fundamental law of physics is also a fundamental law of
cooperation.” Therefore, straighten out your divergencies so that
your forces move in the same direction. Consider the consequences
of divergencies. In true cooperation, no one is belittled, and he
can help the better who knows and sees more. The more ignorant
a person or a nation is, the less cooperation is in evidence. But
who would wish to assign to himself the label of stupidity and
ignorance? The saying, “I know nothing of it, I meddle not,” is
very characteristic. But he who knows nothing may never know
anything.
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3 December 1930

We are so happy about the development of your cultural activi-
ties. Each cultural thought applied in life is a precious treasure!
And we have an immense fund of such thoughts ready for prac-
tical application. Those who approach this fund may draw upon
it and use it in accordance with their striving. Therefore, our
main problem is to awaken striving in the newcomers. Each one,
becoming aflame, will discover his own potentiality, will develop
it in his own way, and thus will enrich the communal treasury.
But in order to inspire one another, we must carry this inextin-
guishable fire in ourselves. We should keep it in complete purity
and should struggle with the welter of petty thoughts born of
selfishness. You may be assured that thought created selfishly can
never be harmonious with the great plan of cosmic evolution.
Therefore, in all your failures, look for this worm which gnaws
all the foundations. Look just for this. Verily, selfishness is nar-
rowness, but narrowness leads to stagnation and death, while
the Cosmos exists by the principle of Infinity.

How to destroy this worm? Only by tolerance, broad-minded-
ness and understanding of the great law of co-measurement. In
other words, by the broadening of our consciousness. Therefore,
let us ardently strive to broaden our consciousness. All the con-
tributory steps toward this liberating aim are given in the books
of the Teaching. Let us enrich our life with these treasures, re-
membering that the striving of spirit and will can transform life.

The spirit which seeks to kindle its energy by striving is a fuser
of matter. After fusing matter, he will refine it, and then the finest
perceptions will be reached. These are the only possibilities for
true life and immortality! The spirit of striving must be the
foundation of one’s life.

Thus, strive toward the greatest because those who draw a small
circle are doomed, and their possibilities will be limited accord-
ing to the radius of their circle. A limited consciousness attracts
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imperfect energies or small possibilities. And even if by reason of
karma the orbit of spirit catches broader possibilities, a small
consciousness will try to build a chicken coop out of them! Only
the consciousness that apprehends the world in its greatest actions
may cooperate with the Cosmos and with the Great Brothers of
Humanity.

Realization and concrete understanding of the existence of the
magnet that connects our spirit with the higher energies, which
carry the broadening of our consciousness, can bring us closer to
the consciousness of the Cosmic Magnet and will actually draw us
into the current of Cosmic Evolution. This will lead us to the
great Sacrament—the consummation of Being, which is called the
Crown of the Cosmos.

Hasten to light the guiding fires of your spiritual magnet by
the awakening of the heart. Only in joining the fires of the heart
with the fires of the spirit can we attain creativeness and great
results.

All your motives should be checked by your heart. Your heart is
the only judge, accumulator and guardian of the acquired
precious energies. The structure of these acquired and accumu-
lated energies is our individuality and destiny. The law of corre-
spondence is a basic cosmic law. Therefore, each acquired energy
will attract an identical energy from space and also will evoke a
corresponding reaction from the people one contacts. Here is an
explanation of sympathies and antipathies, and also the reason
why one person can find contact with many people while another,
in spite of all his efforts, creates only antagonism. But, as all pos-
sibilities come from people, the significance of the quality of
energies we accumulate is quite clear.

The accumulation of the precipitation of energies does not take
place in just a single life. Thousands of years are necessary for
filling the Chalice. So essential are the continuous, never-inter-
rupted, benevolent strivings, which deposit the priceless treasures
in our treasury. People possessing great accumulations of the
Chalice are the treasures of nations. Sometimes very little is
needed in order to complete the filling of the Chalice, and this
little could be completed in one self-denying life. But by careless-
ness people postpone the achievement, and by this they throw
themselves back. Nobody and nothing can stop eternal movement
and the transmutation of energies. There exist only two possibili-
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ties: either to strive ahead or to fall back. But who would want
to vow himself to retrogression—in other words, to unite himself
with cosmic waste? Striving is the great moving power for all
beings!

Now as regards Agni Yoga. How can we interpret Agni Yoga if
we do not broaden our consciousness? All the words about it and
about its achievements will be void of conviction if we ourselves
do not light the fires of our own hearts. Someone writes about
the necessity of tolerance toward every interpretation. This idea
is correct. It is, however, necessary to learn how to make each
individual interpretation correctly understood. Otherwise, such
bushes may be planted that the instructor himself will be lost!
Often a false interpretation is more harmful than none at all.
Each instructor must realize completely his responsibility for
making a correct interpretation of the first principles. He should
exercise the maximum caution not to give thoughtless explana-
tions of some statements of the Teaching which are not clear
even to himself but which, nevertheless, he might wish to interpret
in order not to lose his authority. In perplexing cases it is better
to admit honestly, “I shall forbear any interpretation, as I would
like to consider the subject carefully.” As for myself, I shall always
be glad to explain with the help of the Great Teacher everything
that is not clear to you.

You write beautifully about your striving for harmony. Apply
it in life, as everything is of worth only in life and for life. Show
the finest discrimination; avoid hypocrisy. Patches are better than
holes, but everyone would rather have strong fabric; so let us try
not to make holes! Let us practise severe discipline of speech. Let
us consider every word and remember that “the consequences
of a word cannot be destroyed even by an Arhat.” Let us broadly
apply the indication that “each word should be like a ray of
light and not a nail in the coffin.” Know in your spirit when it is
goalfitting to tell the truth, even if it is bitter, and when it is
better to be silent. But flattery and exaggeration, as well as
belittling, are inadmissible.

Each one of you has his particular qualities; nobody has been
set aside. Therefore, you must not envy each other. But of course
it depends on each of you to develop your capabilities. And the
only lawful competition between members of the group may be a
competition in the best direction of striving and understanding of
the thought for the General Good. Each one should understand
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that this capacity in each individual consciousness is the only
indicator of progress and that the spirit stands on a correspond-
ing step—not higher and not lower. I would like to quote the
Teacher’s words: “When it is mentioned about selfishness, it may
not be interpreted individually. Everything in life, everything for
life. The Teacher sees. The Teacher knows. The Teacher will not
affirm anything without life. The one who repeats his own formu-
lae does not know the formulae of the Teacher. The old formulae
will not lead toward new ways. It is necessary to say: “The chan-
nel of selfishness builds its dams everywhere.” ” Also, it is indicated
to explain that the channel of selfishness cuts the conduit of com-
munication. Let us remember that the quality of a motive will
either move us toward the Teacher or thrust us far from Him.
There is no place where one can hide from the allseeing Eye,
which penetrates into the most secret recesses of our heart. It is
necessary to manifest the power of spirit and to strive tirelessly to
eradicate the persistent, heavy accumulations, as otherwise no
refinement will be possible. Only refinement of all feelings brings
the best possibilities.

My heart is longing to see growth of understanding of the
Teaching; growth of sincere striving, free from any expectation
of reward; growth of self-denial; the offering of practically every-
thing for the benefit of the General Good; growth of a correct
approach to entrusted work; and, above all, growth of the sense
of co-measurement. It must be understood that one may exhaust
oneself in action and tension; but, without commensurability,
action and tension will result in an accomplishment similar to
that of a squirrel which runs continucusly in the same circle.
Action not balanced by commensurability, action without the
creative fire of the heart, will never create a worthy step.

I welcome very much the method which is being used for de-
veloping attentiveness among children. It is very good to use art
gallery pictures for this purpose. So much can be seen in these
treasures of art. Attentiveness is a foundation for accumulating
knowledge. Attentiveness is a first step in the refinement of
receptivity, and we know that only refinement gives broadening
of consciousness and that creative power is affirmed by the centers
of fine receptivity. The finer, the higher; the higher, the more
powerful! Nothing holds back evolution so much as coarseness of
receptivity!
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If we want to approach the High Consciousness, we must first
of all refine our own receptivity. Only where there is equilibrium,
as is found in a balance, is true cooperation manifested. That is
why the structure based on the principles of harmony is so greatly
valued. The subtle perception of thoughts will lay a foundation
for an alert action. The creation of the beautiful is based on this
principle. The reason there is so little beauty in people’s crea-
tions is that even the best ideas are executed only partly, and
therefore the beauty of the original intention is distorted.

Remember that you are surrounded by possibilities, but they
will materialize only if your consciousness will realize them. Every
thought is born from contact with the reservoir of space. Just
imagine how many unapplied thoughts are flying in the higher
layers of space! Try to seize them by refining your receptivity.
That is what we call cosmic cooperation, but first you must kindle
your inner fires.

There is no greater joy than the joy of a growing conscious-
ness! In the waves of consciousness lies all the joy of Being!

Once more I call to you. Please have an open heart for all the
qualities of your co-workers. Learn to be tolerant without showing
too much indulgence. By the fire of your heart inspire your co-
workers to display in life their best qualities. Try to unite them
in the highest feelings of devotion and gratitude to the Teacher
who has given them so much.

Make haste to learn how to love and appreciate each other.
But nothing requires such delicate and attentive care as love!

Oh, if you could manifest at least a small amount of that
tolerance and care which is manifested by the Great Heart who
called us to build unitedly the Temple!

Hearken to the call of the heart!
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17 December 1930

In the days of victory I wish to greet you and prepare you for
new and more strenuous battles! In the days of victory I wish to
remind you of the words of the Great Teacher: “Know the thrill
of the battle.” In the days of victory let us thoroughly examine
our weapons and prepare our shields, for our enemy is ready, and
with vigilant eye he watches our weak spots, so that he can strike
through them. He knows how victory lulls the mind and lessens
striving and watchfulness. Therefore, after each victory we must
strive with redoubled force toward the next, still greater battle
and victory. A slackening of striving results in defeat. Truly, only
a broad consciousness will be aware of the danger of the lessened
watchfulness that results from the first victories.

Thus, let us acquire the joy of constant watchfulness and striv-
ing. They are among the foundations of the Teaching and of life.
Only striving carries us toward the next steps. Only vigilance
enables us to overcome successfully all obstacles. The Teacher
calls us to pressing labor for the sake of victory. All victory depends
upon the strength of our striving. Therefore, if striving decreases
either because of the short-sightedness of a limited consciousness
or because of internal discord and disunion in the actions of the
warriors, defeat will be unavoidable. Therefore, I ask you not to
weaken yourselves by internal discord when approaching a danger-
ous passage. It is also fatal to push each other because the one who
pushes may very easily share the fate of the one pushed.

It is also necessary to manifest maximum discrimination when
you give responsible positions to new warriors. Give them tests
and do not hurry to promote them to the first ranks. Imagine what
complications may be caused if a worker falls short of meeting an
occasion!

Do not allow outsiders to criticize and condemn any of your
co-workers in your presence. Always try to find worthy words with
which to stop evilspeaking and condemnation—for this you will
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receive respect. Remember that as long as you are united you
will be able to pass through all obstacles, but the least disunity
in your actions will create a rift to the very foundation. And what
structure can be built upon a cleft foundation? The first storm
would ruin such an edifice. Come closer together and strive to
fulfil the smallest Indications of the Teacher. This is the only
way to victory.

You must remember that the Guru has not a single personal
thought; absolutely everything is directed and given to the service
of the General Good. Therefore, the one who alters the indica-
tion, or allows himself to doubt, should lay the blame on himself.
All that is done in a halfway manner will bring halfway results.
We know that a full dose of a salutary medicine brings life,
while but one-half gives only temporary relief which may end in
death. Hence, let us accept completely the precious indications,
in order not to lose a single bit of life-giving energy. Complete
obedience to the indications and the precise execution of them
gives heaith and leads to great victory, to great Light. In ancient
times obedience was a step toward the next ordainment. The one
who was unable to realize entirely the discipline of obedience
could never reach the higher degrees. Only the one who knew how
to obey and to execute could take great responsibility and under-
stand all the immutableness of the order.

With all this, one must firmly understand that all the given
orders can never enslave the spirit of a disciple because there is
always left the freedom of individual expression, and we know
how endlessly we may refine the quality of the fulfilment of every
task. Only a slave of yesterday may revolt against an order. Only
a petty consciousness is afraid to lose its individuality by fulfilling
the plans of his Guru. To rely only upon our own accumulations,
rejecting all that which we can assimilate from the high conscious-
ness of the Teacher, means to reject any new accumulations.
Individuality is formed from these new assimilations combined
with previous accumulations.

Extremely happy is the one who can draw upon the Treasury
of the Great Consciousness. I wish to quote from the book,
Infinity:

“The idea of obedience to the Teacher seems to be alien to
people. But how can the spirit lose when the Teacher is the Lead-
ing Light? How can the disciple lose his fire when the Teacher
lights all fires? How can the Shield of the Teacher hold back the
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pupil if he is already inspired by his Teacher? How little does
humanity desire to strive toward mutually beneficial work! But
humanity must learn to act interdependently and to materialize
all the thoughts affirmed by the Teacher. Thus, the Cosmic Mind
fulfils evolution. Thus, humanity must learn to construct by
higher measures. Verily, by following the Teacher you assimilate
his Image.

“How can we achieve comprehension of the magnet if we
doubt the Indications of the Lord? How can we conquer an
enemy if we doubt the power granted to us? How can we expect
to build anything strong if we do not admit the ineradicable
Indications of Hierarchy? It may seem that I repeat myself, but
because of your hesitant pace in action there is need for an atten-
tive study of the Indications. Remember how the Teaching pro-
motes the progress of work.”

I also advise you to give a positive tone to your speeches, re-
membering that only positiveness leads people. And only the
unusual approach to action attracts attention. Many people may
see even “lack of tact” in such unusualness, but by this they would
only show their denseness. Only unusualness attracts and holds
strong and courageous people. All great events were created not
by the masses but by individual strong personalities, and time will
mark them out. Many are called, but few are chosen. Thus, work
out an unusual language, a language of power and affirmation, a
language of builders, as only such a language is appropriate for
the entrusted task. All gushing, sugary words are the words of
incompetent sentimentality and of ruinous mediocrity. Do you
remember how all of you used to admire the lectures of a certain
person? At the same time, however, you correctly noticed that
he only criticized and attacked. But we must be creative, and we
shall confirm and indicate the right direction. You must remem-
ber that all the Teachings condemn lukewarmness. Therefore, let
us be fiery. Let us become aflame, manifesting the most careful
discrimination in order not to create a conflagration when it is
but necessary to kindle. A broadening of the consciousness will
lead to the right way. A broadening of the consciousness will
change the quality of thinking. A broadening of the consciousness
will bring the power of Victory.

But drive away petty thoughts. Avoid belittling because the
belittling of the entrusted work is equal to the belittling of your
Teacher, which would be traitorous and would injure the founda-
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tions on which your own welfare as well as the General Good is
based. Drive away all doubts, for where there is doubt there is an
arresting of the development of consciousness. The one who
doubts, who does not trust, cannot hope for the confidence of the
Teacher. Therefore, it is impossible for him to move ahead.

I would like so much to teach you to treasure every Indication,
every hint of the Teacher and Guru, as they are so precious! Find
within yourself the fiery impulse of striving toward the great task,
carrying the light of culture. Imagine that you live in a house of
glass and must be careful in all your words and actions. Imbue
all your work with the beauty of Service. Remain joyous in battle
because of your knowledge of the victory that is predestined pro-
vided you are full of self-sacrificing tension.
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7 January 1931

The one who belittles or distorts the Will of the Teacher ruins
himself. The one who belittles his Guru resembles a man who
tries to cut off the branch of a tree on which he is sitting. The
greater our Guru the greater are we, but this simple axiom is not
comprehended. The whole history of humanity proves that the
great historical figures, the true leaders and philosophers, had
reverence for their Gurus, whose leadership helped them to be-
come giants of spirit and doers of great deeds.

Hierarchy is soon to be published. Verily, the immutable cosmic
law of Hierarchy is so much ignored at the present time. But
humanity must once more recognize this law. The principle of
Hierarchy is a leading law, verily the giver of Life. Therefore, we
must imbue our consciousness with understanding of this law if
we wish to grow and to contribute our share to the General Good.

The law of the chain of Hierarchy is most firm and is strictly
maintained by the White Brotherhood. Nobody can avoid the
nearest link because this link has been created by long approach
and by the accumulations of thousands of years. Therefore, let us
firmly hold the nearest link, so that we do not lose union with the
whole chain.

There is so much beauty in devotion and gratitude toward the
Guru! In the Teaching it is said that the flame of devotion and
gratitude is above all other fiery offerings. But alas, these two
qualities are particularly rare among the inhabitants of this
planet. But precisely possession of these qualities helps greatly
toward the creation of the giants of spirit and will. The spirit
gifted with brilliant talents but not possessing these two qualities
will never be allowed to approach beyond a certain limit.

It is useful to point out everything that is said in the books of
the Teaching about the relationship between the Teacher and
the disciple. It is said that each reverence shown to the Teacher
indicates a right understanding of the Teaching. But for the one

57



for whom guidance is burdensome there can never be any ap-
proach to the Teacher. The Teaching is not abstract but gives
most practical suggestions for application in life. Therefore, let
us hold in our hearts all that is said about Hierarchy, and let us
watch the purity of our thoughts, for the maintenance of the
purity of thought is similar to ozone.

I quote from the book, Hierarchy:

“Mean thoughts have been compared to crawling reptiles. Noth-
ing is more analogous to this scum of the consciousness. Can one
sit calmly in an armchair, knowing that beneath him crawl
poisonous snakes and scorpions? One must free oneself from
reptiles, and first of all along the path to Hierarchy. Condemna-
tion and blasphemy against the Lord are irreparable. Thus, each
one who condemns the Hierarch must remember that his levity
and crime will infect his karma for many ages. Verily, if there is
only one way—through the Lord—to the one Light, then only
extreme ignorance will allow destruction of this single path. One
must assert striving to the Highest as the essence of life and
assume a reverent attitude toward this striving for salvation. By
diminishing the Hierarch one may condemn oneself and inflict
perilous harm to many near ones. It is time to remember this!”

Verily, it is necessary to hold the connecting thread, which brings
both well-being and blessing.

“One cannot expect success when the very foundations are
rotting! Of course, We shall do what is needed, but it is impor-
tant to arrest light-mindedness and treachery. Treachery takes
many forms, but are they not all similar? It is essential to ponder
who has the right to complicate the already-predestined path. So
much of the beautiful is destined and the dates are already
approaching. Let the connecting thread radiate!

“When space is being clouded by the mist of non-understanding,
then it is certainly difficult for the creative rays to penetrate.
Fach layer is permeated in conformity with the complex of its
striving. Therefore, the earthly layers are so impenetrable. Hence
all manifestations of the quest of spirit must proceed in a tense
tempo. The quests of the spirit must attract it to the Magnet of
Hierarchy, since each power has its correspondence upon Earth.
Thus vitally must the law of Hierarchy be applied.” *

“It is also necessary to know that the dark forces are trying to
penetrate into the foundations. Therefore, it is necessary to be

* Hierarchy.
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attentive, to watch with the greatest care. The dark forces may
even use a Shield of the Teacher. They will outwardly praise the
name of the Guru while insidiously undermining it. Therefore, it
is necessary to stand on guard and to manifest resistance. If a
victory is to take place, it is necessary to realize all the importance
of the Stronghold. Therefore, let us strengthen all positions. Thus,
it is necessary to learn how to treasure the Name of the Teacher.
The power of victory comes only when the foundations are strong.
Thus let us guard the foundations. It is necessary to affirm vic-
tory; that is why caution is so necessary.”

All the indications are full of concern about the broadening
of consciousness. Be watchful; exert all your caution, for the
enemy may enter the house under a mask of friendship! Close
ranks more tightly and watch carefully the attempts to disunite
you! The ways of flattery and the fanning of ambition are the
surest ones, as who does not love to hear good reports about him-
self? This is common to everyone, and all weak points will be
taken advantage of by the dark ones. Puffing up our pride, they
may imperceptibly belittle the highest we have and that by which
we live. Be on guard!
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15 January 1931

I shall answer the questions about service. Service to the Hier-
archy of Light is service to the General Good. Of course, striving
to the General Good opens the gates of higher knowledge and
Service. But I would like you to realize clearly what qualities you
must first of all develop in yourself for advancement on the path
of Service. Many people are dreaming about the General Good
and even are ready to work for it as long as it does not interfere
with their habits and prosperity. But true service to the General
Good, which leads to the gates of the Stronghold of Light, requires
sacrifice and complete disdain for everything personal, in other
words, the complete abandonment of selfhood. When the con-
sciousness is broadened, when all feelings and comprehension are
refined, the law of sacrifice will be accepted as the highest achieve-
ment. There will be no room for self-pity, fear for the future,
offenses and envy because with every breath will sublimity,
beauty, and the highest joy of service be realized.

The mature spirit who consciously chooses the path of Service
knows the joy of a broadened consciousness and the fiery striving
to the Highest Consciousness; he knows the joy of fulfilment of
the Higher Will; he knows the joy of discovery and the destina-
tion of life; and in the appointed hour he will learn the sublimity
and beauty of the final sacrament.

And so, after understanding and accepting with our heart the
significance of the great liberating and crowning sacrifice, let us
strive to develop in ourselves love, devotion, gratitude and obedi-
ence to Hierarchy. Let us be ready to take any burden, remember-
ing that the heavier the burden the shorter will be our path.
Truly speaking, from love and devotion issue all the other quali-
ties which help our advancement. Thus, let us cultivate them as
the most precious flowers; axild, since these flowers of spirit grow
and nurture each other, the greatest love will bring the greatest
answer. Therefore, let us surround the Great Teacher with the
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fire of love. Let us guard our respect for Him. Let us evince the
most careful, the highest understanding of the Teaching and
the Indications, and sacredly, reverently, with the tremor of the
heart, face the beauty and the majesty of his creativeness. Re-
member, those whose understanding is higher will ascend higher.

And now to quote from the Teaching:

“Some people pour a daily gruel over the Image of the Teacher
and imagine themselves to be in the Great Service. The Teaching
and Service first of all presuppose the expansion of consciousness
on the basis of adherence to the Teaching and reverence to the
Teacher. In studying Infinity one should first of all realize the
limitlessness of love and devotion. It is not wise to say that love
has overflowed and devotion has withered because the conse-
quence will be the disintegration of one’s self. One should under-
stand the limitlessness of love and devotion as the first steps to-
ward Service and Yoga. One should set oneself this task at least as
a means of self-progress. One should advance only in the direc-
tion of the Teacher. Then only does relief come. But making a
daily onion-gruel out of the Teacher will not lead to success.
Sacredly, limitlessly, let us sustain our love and reverence to the
Teacher, as a healing remedy toward regeneration.” *

So, my dear friends, the vulgar conception, the scoffing at the
sacred ideas by small consciousnesses because of their lack of
co-measurement, and the belittling of the highest and funda-
mental must all be banished from our life if we wish to enter the
path of Service.

Some are searching for the happiness of life, but bliss can come
only through the fulfilment of the Will of the Teacher. There is
no other way. And one must keenly grasp these wonderful, pro-
found words of the Teacher and constantly remember them: “In
fulfilling My Will, thou givest Me the possibility to fulfil thy
will.” For who else, if not the Teacher, knows our sacred wishes
and strivings? And by purifying and crystallizing them by the
given Teaching, that is, by the broadening of our consciousness,
who but He gives us the possibility of realizing them? Would one
want to be so foolish as to ruin one’s own happiness?

Let us ardently strive to fulfil the saving Will, which leads us
toward the envisioned service of the General Good!

“When thought comprises striving toward the fulfilment of the
Higher Will a direct connection with the Shield of the Higher
* Hierarchy.
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Will is established.” How can this Shield protect us if we only
partially fulfil the indications? Therefore, those disciples who
strive to guard sacredly the testaments and to practise and apply
the smallest indications will develop their creativeness and will
broaden their consciousness.

From the book, Hierarchy:

“Can one reach the understanding of Cosmos without striving
to penetrate into the higher spheres? Only succession gives founda-
tion to all strivings. The all-existing proceeds by the law of se-
quence. Hence, each insulation results only in the loss of the pre-
destined. Thus, thought is generated as the carrier of the law of
sequence. Thus, the law of the Higher Will creates limitlessly.

“The law of the Higher Will is the creator of all goalfitting
deeds! This law saturates space and only the fulfilment of the
Higher Will crowns our deeds. How is it possible to turn away
from the Indication of the Higher Will without losing victory?
How is it possible to find better ways when the Shield of the
Teacher is affirmed by the guarantee of Hierarchy? The execu-
tors of the Will of Hierarchy are leading to victory. Therefore,
the disciples must apply the most precise strivings to fulfil the
Higher Will. Only thus shall we succeed. Only in such a way
shall we affirm victory.

“Devotion to an idea, devotion to a leader, works miracles. In
all times people realized the significance of devotion, and accord-
ing to their consciousness used various means, from the demand-
ing of an oath up to the church’s anathema and Inquisition. And
now also, only the small-minded betrayers, full of envy and doubt,
driven by fear before the extraordinary Light, rise up against the
invincible power of Hierarchy. Let us tell them, ‘Pitiful fools,
you are afraid of everything powerful and beautiful; you are
afraid of spatial thoughts and creativeness; you are not our
companions. We cannot find room in your burrows, and you
would not be comfortable in our spacious chambers, as our rooms
have not that musty sultriness that you enjoy so much.’”

I affirm by the Name of the Teacher, I affirm by my spirit, 1
affirm by my heart that the most devoted will be the greatest. Is
it not said that Ananda, the most devoted disciple of Buddha, was
a thousand times greater than the other Buddhist Arhats?

Let us pay attention to certain formulae of our enemies; how
much stronger and sounder they are than many timid formulae
of sympathizing friends. The enemies may teach us how to defend
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and to exalt, but friends often do not admit our greatest success.
The wise Romans used to say, “Tell me thine enemies and I will
tell thee who thou art.”

Accept with your heart all the aforesaid, and ardently apply it
in everyday life. Let unquenchable striving carry you toward the
great Magnet, in the same way as a needle is attracted by a mag-
net. All the sense, all the joy and beauty, of our existence is in
this Magnet. Perhaps it is not quite clear to you at the moment,
but when the Teacher indicates I will explain it more completely.

Do not forget about the constant three-year tests. It is much
more difficult to go over again the same probation because the
surroundings have changed and it is difficult to make up for lost
time and to find the lost rhythm, which moves on and does not
wait for the delaying ones. Therefore, let us work with unre-
mitting tension. Let us heighten our vibrations in order to receive
the Rays that are sent to us which otherwise may pass us by.

Time is short and so much experience should be gathered; the
work is growing. It will be difficult if the amount of work out-
grows the consciousness of the co-workers. Broaden, broaden
your consciousness by purging yourselves of destructive petty
thoughts, of commonplaceness, of mediocrity. One petty thought
may ruin a world, just as a leaf of grass on the mountain path
can cause the fall of a giant into the abyss. Petty thoughts belong
to slaves. Be the kings of spirit and broaden the boundary of your
thinking up to the planetary scale! Remember that refined organ-
isms cannot stand the atmosphere of petty thoughts; they feel
suffocated. Therefore, leave all condemnations and in every one
look for the best. Be kings of spirit!
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2r January 1931

In this difficult time we are now experiencing let us give an
account to ourselves of the causes of these difficulties. With com-
plete honesty let us analyze the fundamental reason for these
difficulties. We shall see that the root of the evil lies not so much
in outward circumstances as in the misunderstanding of the
indications, in the neglecting and rejecting of them, and especially
in disagreements among the co-workers. Unity is the foundation
of every constructive work, but was it manifested?

Can the disciple create, can he be successful, if he fails to work
harmoniously in fulfilling the Covenants of the Teaching? No, a
thousand times no! Let everyone think and recollect how many
indications were not absorbed, how many were fulfilled only par-
tially, and how many precious advices and hints were not applied
at all. Let us manifest honesty, as there is no path without honesty.

Please try to understand, my friends, that every cell of our being
should rejoice when we fulfil the Higher Will, as only in this way
can we learn and broaden our consciousness. The one who fulfils
more precisely will approach closer. Imagine an ordinary teacher
and an ordinary pupil. What would happen if the pupil protested
against all the experience and the indications of the teacher and
followed his own methods? How much energy would the fool
waste in order to obtain the synthesis of the teacher! By giving to
a pupil the synthesis of his accumulated experience, a teacher
helps him to save precious time for quicker and farther advance-
ment and for individual creativeness. Without the continuous
handing down of accumulations, what would happen to evolu-
tion?

If everybody had to learn by using only his personal experience,
rejecting the Leading Hand, we should not move far from our
ancestors of the Stone Age! Let us realize that the fulfilment of the
Teacher’s Will does not mean the subordination of our indi-
viduality to an alien will, as some superficial people think, but
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it means the greatest development of our sensitiveness and
creativeness because there are so many reasons and so many pos-
sibilities of fulfilment in the Teacher’s Indications. But usually
a disciple does not see and does not fulfil even a tenth part of
them. Can we say which one of the indications that we did not
fulfil in time relates to the present difficulties we are experienc-
ing? Everyone knows that if we strike an object in a room its echo
may resound in an entirely different place and on the most un-
expected object. Let us remember that nothing can slip away from
the all-seeing Eye, and that all of us are under perpetual test, and
that the one who is more gifted is expected to contribute more.
Only when a better understanding of Hierarchy becomes part of
our life will something higher be given to us. Do not thrust back
the prepared possibilities and do not destroy what is given you.
Will you not have to use much energy afterwards for a dubious
repair? Here I shall quote from the Teaching:

“How vividly, then, must the disciple realize the power of per-
ception and of the comprehension that there exists only one law
which governs the entire Cosmos—the Higher Will; along this line
the evolution of the spirit is created. This law unites all pertain-
ing and manifested units. The striving toward the fulfilment of
the Higher Will leads to the sensitiveness of perception. Only
this path offers a corresponding decision of the realization and
fulfilment of the Higher Will.

“Thus the Higher Reason creates upon Earth through the
power of Hierarchy. Our creativeness requires the affirmation of
Hierarchy in its entire scope, in its entire understanding, in its
entire beauty. The manifestation of understanding of Hierarchy
reveals all possibilities. It is correct to view the law of Hierarchy
as the summit of cosmic creativeness. Light pours from it.
Thoughts strive to it. Thus one should direct the best strivings to
the summit of Hierarchy. Only when the highest affirmation
enters consciously into life can the highest be given to the highest.

“Therefore each striving leading to the union of the disciple
with the Teacher leads to cognizance of the highest laws. The
disciple rejecting the Teacher acknowledges by this his own
ignorance because he thus arrests his development. Each force
attracting the spirit upwards is a force of development.

“Already you know how tense is the time; and to those who are
seized with fear, say that when the Lord lives within the heart no

hair will fall from one’s head and to each one a palace for body
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and spirit is allotted. But preserve pure your heart in order that
I may enter there and surround you with armor. Remember that
if you have given in spirit to the Lord what has been taken, He
will reward you a hundredfold. Thus, direct your thought to the
Lord and let the Lord enter into your heart. Without the Lord
it will be narrow in the empty heart; and as peas in a dried sheep-
skin, wrath will jar within the empty heart. Fill your heart with
the Lord so greatly that no enemy can force his way through.
Peace unto you.”

Our way is not the way of conclusions accessible to everyone.
You may vouch that until now the events were developed not
according to ordinary logic. Observe the current of events. By
such experience you approach the predestined. You may notice
that the Hand of the Teacher acts at the last moment; remember
this formula. We should learn to act independently but should
remember that success comes only if the heart is filled with the
Lord. Verily, such a heart sparkles like a Sword of Light; it flames,
succors and sustains. Thus, I advise to strive with all the forces
of spirit in order to surround the heart with armor. There have
been plenty of doubts and condemnations. You must consider the
Indication received as a result, the immutable answer.

Much was rejected, but we should not look back. Therefore, I
want you to test your hearts by filling them with the Image of the
Lord. More complicated tasks than the present difficulties have
been solved by the Teacher. You must remember how you were
led by the Teacher when your hearts belonged to Him. In the
same way will He lead all those who do not break his Indications.
Do you remember a Persian tale about a long-nosed man who
broke his nose against the smallest stone?

“Hence, when the highest striving toward the Lord is offered,
the manifested orbit and focus should be guarded. Therefore, all
our abutments should be protected because clouds are about. Vic-
tory is predestined but all foundations should be protected, and
the highest striving can bring all possibilities. The time is severe
but wondrous. It is a time of consummation and of constructive-
ness. It is a time of highest tension and of earthly battle. It is a
time which inscribes a great page and which builds a great
future. The enemies thus rage because the highest law enters into
life.

“Let everyone be as a rock—carrying responsibility in the name
of the Guru. Verily, his name is a shield of Light! Let everyone
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listen attentively to the opinions of approaching people, but even
the least belittling of the Guru should be considered as the best
identification of the enemy. Only in this way shall we learn how
to distinguish Light from darkness.”

The aura of the Guru * is the surest surveyor, the best touch-
stone for the newcomers, and as for those who might wish to be-
little the Guru, they also belittle the Hierarchy of Light. There-
fore, let us manifest double vigilance and caution when we meet
those who disparage and slander.

Day and night, remember about the great time. All incautious-
ness, all light-mindedness, all inattentiveness may create the most
difficult results. Put on your complete armor and manifest the
most unremitting, the greatest devotion to the Foundations, as
only in them is your salvation during this menacing but beautiful
battle. Remember the words of N. K.: **

“We must build upon the true facts; all our words and actions
must be clear as crystal, as we are watched by the whole world.”

* This refers to Prof. Roerich.
** Prof. Nicholas K. Roerich.
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13 May 1931

I continue to write about Hierarchy, as this concept, which em-
braces the complete foundation of life, the evolution of spirit and
all constructiveness, is not yet correctly understood. We must
hasten to comprehend it, as we have little time because the
severest Armageddon is raging. Only by accepting with all our
heart the great principle of Hierarchy can we broaden our con-
sciousness, which is so necessary for success. By manifesting every
day the highest caution toward everything entrusted to us, we
shall complete our work victoriously.

First of all, let us be honest and let us admit that all difficulties
and failures are the results of manifested neglect toward the given
indications, of forgetfulness, light-mindedness, doubts and selfish
envy. It is impossible to conceal the worm of doubt; even an in-
experienced observer can notice it. Let us apply against this para-
site the most effective remedy, and this remedy is gratitude to the
Great Teacher. Sometimes it is helpful to compare oneself with
the millions of souls tossing around—those who have no idea of
tomorrow. It is helpful to look back and to give oneself, if pos-
sible, an impartial account as to what one used to be and what
one has become. It is helpful to exercise our imagination and to
picture to ourselves what our destiny would be without the wise
and benevolent Guidance. And indeed it will be most helpful to
remember constantly about the indicated constructive work for
the culture of the future.

If after such an honest and many-sided review our hearts do not
overflow with gratitude, devotion and love toward the Giver and
the Leader, then verily they have dried up and our consciousness
has become small. If for one moment our intellect could grasp
all the power, all the beauty and all the immutability of the great
law of Hierarchy, our petty and low feelings and thoughts would

melt away in one infinite striving to fulfil the purpose of this lead-
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ing and creative principle. We should firmly remember that by
fulilment of the given indications, we first of all help curselves.
Never is an indication given unless it can be applied and fulfilled.
The apparent non-applicability only means that our small con-
sciousness is not ready, that we do not exercise presence of mind,
and that we have a habit of giving up with the first obstacles; also,
that we respect the opinions of shallow-minded, vulgar, conceited
people and are afraid, whispering, “What will they think of us?”
But who will think? It is time to struggle against this fear in every
possible way. It is time to realize your own power and dignity. As
a great thinker said: “The one who is interested in the opinion of
the masses will never rise above the crowd.”

The Teaching severely opposes self-conceit, but to have con-
fidence in one’s power does not mean to be self-conceited, and,
if combined with heartfelt reverence to the Hierarchy, it will
surely affirm the best results. Self-conceit is not compatible with
reverence of Hierarchy, as one excludes the other. The self-con-
ceited one will never fulfil the indication exactly but will always
distort it according to the level of his own consciousness, which is
limited by selfishness. It is very easy to imagine the results of dis-
torted indications! Will they not often bring just the opposite
results? It is said that “a distorted indication is similar to a train
that has run off the rails.” Similarly, “a half-fulfilled indication
is like a house without a roof or a half-dose of a salutary medicine
—either may bring harm or death.”

If we wish to remain unharmed during this trying time (which
is trying for the whole world), we must affirm ourselves in the
foundations of the Teaching of Light, and, with all our attention,
watchfulness and straight-knowledge, we must apply the Teaching
to life without delay, as success depends primarily on timely ful-
filment. All the indications of the Guru are given and were
given with the idea of their timely fulfilment. The untimely ful-
filment of an indication may be destructive, or at least fruitless.
The knowledge of dates is a great knowledge, for in all branches
of life success depends on the maintenance of the right time and
on the knowledge of the right direction. Thus, you, to whom both
are given—take care of these Treasures!

Now you may see how all the persistence of N. K., all his affirma-
tions about the necessity of maintaining the public character of
our cultural institutions (not just personal interest), all his strug-
gle against vulgar titles—all this had profound significance. And
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the incomplete realization of this brought and will still bring its
difficulties.

The time is not far off when the representatives of the coun-
tries will publicly support the cultural projects on a large scale.
Let all women and all the younger generation rise in defense of
culture against all oppression and persecution; let them guard
this life-giving flame with all their power. Nations cannot live
without this creative fire. Destruction is inevitable where the
Cult-Ur dies away. I want to believe that the powerful “Woman’s
Unity” will make itself heard and will give a new healthy direc-
tion to the mind of youth, will show them the true values and
will help them to find the joy of existence by enriching it with a
new understanding of each life and each labor. Women—it is
your turn to say something new!

Quoting from Hierarchy:

“How many unnecessary manifestations people create for them-
selves! How many superfluous karmic impediments they create for
themselves! And all this only because of unwillingness to admit the
Hierarchy in their hearts. Thus, all affirmations can only then
enter into life, when consciousness can accept the Hierarchy. Each
evil in the world is generated because of resistance to the great
principle of Hierarchy. Each victory is carried out only by the
principle of Hierarchy. Therefore one must be so strongly affirmed
upon the manifested Hierarchy.”

I would also quote further paragraphs about love, as these
two ideas, Hierarchy and Love, are inseparable.

“Let us turn back to the concept of love. In each book a con-
siderable place must be allotted particularly to that fundamental
concept. For under the concept of love much of the opposite is
understocd. It is correctly pointed out that love is a leading and
creative principle. It means that love must be conscious, striving,
self-denying. Creativeness requires these conditions. And if love
is marked by self-enfeeblement, disintegration and service to
self, it will not be the highest concept of humanity, which extols
the concept of achievement. The heart filled to the brim with love
will be active, valiant, and will expand to its capacity. Such a
heart may pray without words and may bathe in Bliss. How
greatly in need is humanity of the realization of the fire of love!
To such a fire will correspond a purple star of the highest tension.

70



“It is necessary to realize very accurately the fundamental con-
ceptions of Be-ness. The love of achievement is not austere for
those aflame in heart, but it frightens those who love their weak-
nesses and who hesitate while embracing their own illusive ‘1.
Love which can move worlds does not resemble the love upon
the marshes where the bones of outworn remains are decaying.
Above the marshes are the will-o-the-wisps of decay, but the
eternal creative fire of the heart does not wander; it impetuously
ascends by the steps of Hierarchy to the Highest Light. Love is
the leading creative principle. Unbearable is the Almighty Light,
but Hierarchy is the link to that dazzling Summit. To that point
where one might even be blinded, the Hierarchy leads an
illumined spirit. Love is the Crown of Light.” *

With these beautiful lines, I shall end my letter. Friends, fill
your hearts with love! Does not the Great Adamant stand at the
head of our temple?

Remember this, and welcome the obstacles. Only these obstacles
will show the wonderful design of our luminous battle. Does
not the great victorious conclusion come at the last moment?
Many times we have been witnessing this wonderful law. Stand
firm! Great right is with you, and there has never been a case
where the predestined was not fulfilled if the nearest co-workers
were firm and devoted. Battle with all your might and with a
joyous spirit. Draw into the treasury of your experience every
page of difficulties, for only these pages and nothing else will
bring you a crown of victory and will affirm your name in the
history of culture. The joy of battle is a fundamental note of
Being. Through struggle comes the great power of spirit and the
great gift of immortality. Do not exaggerate the significance of
the temporary failures. Try to learn your lesson from everything,
and please be ready—ready for further surmounting and advanc-
ing. There is nothing stronger than the human will when it is
directed with concentrated power and is sharpened with love to-
ward the Hierarchy of Light. Rejoice in the great task entrusted
to you! All will come, all is ready—only help with your firmness
and devotion to the Hierarchy.

* Hierarchy.
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29 May 1931

It is said: “It is necessary to acquire the regal mind.” Therefore,
be kings of thought and spirit. Be the most devoted, the most
ardent executors of the Will of Hierarchy; accept every indica-
tion with all your heart. Devotion and loyalty are the highest
qualities; therefore, they are so contemned now. Only loyalty
creates; but the world is moving toward destruction, and that is
why the subverters immediately banish this fundamental and
constructive quality. Loyalty is the quality which adorns every-
thing great, or rather, without loyalty there is no true greatness.
Therefore, let us manifest this creative power in all our thoughts
and actions.

If one cherishes devotion in his heart, it is not difficuit to fol-
low the right direction. While cherishing our striving, we must
also develop our watchfulness, which is so necessary for success.
Let us be like a vigilant mother, whose spirit feels and foresees
all the dangers which threaten her child. Who knows how many
fateful blows are avoided by such vigilance of spirit!

In time of danger and great battle, let us be firm in all founda-
tions, and let us manifest invincibility of spirit. Now is the time
for courageous actions, the time for broad actions and the most
resplendent affirmations. Therefore, let us look over our arsenal
and we shall see that it is inexhaustible. It is only necessary in
each case to choose the most suitable weapon. With all attention
let us examine the treasures we possess. Let us not profane the
pearls which are sent to us, but where it is necessary to manifest
our wealth let us know how to do so wisely. We shall not allow
our best treasures to be neglected just because there are some
who do not realize their true value, but we shall appreciate even
the smallest among them, as their value is not necessarily in pro-
portion to their size. To put it plainly in general worldly terms
—it is necessary to take advantage of everything and to know how
to call forth the best, for such alility is true economy of strength,
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and every wise builder should possess it. True economy does not
mean dispensing with foundations; it means wise application in
co-measurement.

Yes, everything will change for the better when we begin to
apply the Teaching in our life without alterations; when we prac-
tise true cooperation; when we stop constructing with one hand
and destroying with the other; when we understand that the
work we have started is not personal but for the General Good;
when we understand that inadvertence, negligence, mistakes,
and the breaking of the principles by even a single co-worker
should be considered as the negligence of all the members—only
then will true responsibility be understood. The idea of respon-
sibility has nothing to do with alienation, lack of will, and so-
called “bossing.” First of all, responsibility lies in looking for
great balance, goalfitness, co-measurement, which can be
achieved only by ardent cooperation. Every co-worker must have
in mind a synthesis of all activities of all the sections. It is not so
simple, but it is necessary to exercise it because without such syn-
thesis it is impossible to use correct discrimination, and therefore
impossible to make a true prognosis for each section. All the
societies or sections are together like a single organism, and it is
the duty of all of us to watch its general growth and develop-
ment. But, of course, a healthy spirit and heart can easily correct
the temporary deficiencies of the other organs. Therefore, let us
pay double attention to these foundations!

We are sorry that in the reports there was not a single proposal,
not a single specific opinion regarding the discussed problems. It
is difficult to imagine that at such a stage of consciousness all the
decisions could be in unison. Therefore, it would be advisable to
insert special opinions and proposals into the journal of the
session’s work and consider them when a more unified conscious-
ness is achieved. This would be very valuable for the history of
the Institutions, and many slanders and troubles might be
avoided. When opinions are in print one cannot deny them,
pleading a slip of memory. For instance, at the moment, it is very
important to know how and what kind of remarks and proposals
were expressed as regards publishing the pamphlet about the
Banner of Peace. If the opinions expressed were not written down,
perhaps the most valuable ones will be forgotten. People forget
so easily, especially those things which are disagreeable to them.
But the knowledge that our opinion is to appear in print will
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force us all to brace ourselves and to use our strength in creative
work, as everybody would wish to have only his best in print. The
fact that not a single thought, not a single impulse, transient as
it may be, is lost—since it is recorded in our aura and in space—
this fact does not trouble us because our imagination is so poor
and our intellect cannot comprehend it. Therefore, let us help
ourselves in this important realization, and let us put everything
on record. We shall enlarge our comprehension immensely if we
check our decisions and compare them with the consequences.

I also wish to send you my thoughts about lack of prejudices
and lack of principle. Frightful as it is, there are people who con-
fuse the lack of prejudice of an open consciousness with lack
of any principles whatsoever; whereas, these two ideas are oppo-
sites. The unprejudiced mind seeks everywhere for fundamental
truth, and therefore is always exercising its ability to discriminate.
As for discrimination, it is the first step to true knowledge. And
true knowledge is always based on firm principles, or else it is not
true knowledge. A principle may have many backgrounds in its
applications to life, but its foundation will always be the same:
the foundation of validity or truth. In other words, principle or
law is always goalitting, and we already know that cosmic goal-
fitness is the principle which leads to beauty. Therefore, all the
actions of an unprejudiced person must be marked with truth
and beauty.

An unprejudiced person is firm in his fundamental convictions
because they are based on the leading truth. A person who has
no principles has no convictions in general, as he has deprived
himself of discrimination, consciously and wvoluntarily, and his
destiny is like that of a ball that is driven by the accidental strokes
of circumstances. Is it not said in the Teaching regarding such
a person: “O ball of destiny! Where wilt thou fall and whither
wilt thou rebound? The light has been given to thee—succeed,
thou ball, in reaching it in time! Restrain thy evil, cunning
whirl.” May the Forces of Light guard us against the evil whirl!
Let each one of us build firmly upon the established foundations
and principles, so as not to violate them even in trifles. How can
we always discriminate where are those trifles which may cause
downfall?

Therefore, let us quote from the book, Hierarchy:

“Sometimes one can demonstrate the most complex laws by
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means of the simplest apparatus. The law of Karma is complex,
but take the Ruhmkorff coil or any other electric coil and you will
get an evident image of karma. The current runs along the spiral
uninterruptedly but the protective winding is subject to all outside
reactions. In addition, each thread contacts the thread of the pre-
ceding round, carrying upon itself the consequences of the past.
Thus, each hour changes one’s karma, for each hour evokes the
corresponding past. Thus, one may contact the entire line of past
manifestations.

“But the same obvious example shows how the seed of the
spirit is unharmed; and striving into the heights it sustains its
shell without fearing the past. Verily, karma is threatening only
to those who are plunged into inaction. But a striving thought is
liberated from the burden of the past and, like a heavenly body,
strives forward without retreading its path. Thus, even with a
difficult karma, one may evince a useful liberation.

“Let us see how people understand service to the Lord and
Hierarchy. He who thinks of ascending only by prayer is far from
service. He who in his labor hopes to bring the best effort for the
welfare of humanity must adopt the Lord in his heart. He who
does not yield his own comfort does not know how to serve Hier-
archy. He who does not accept the Indications of the Hierarchy
does not understand service. Only when the heart is ready to
accept consciously the affirmation sent by the Highest Will may it
be said that the manifestation of service is adopted. Thus, We are
no lovers of funereal rites and of empty invocations of the Lord.
Thus, We venerate the striving of disciples to the service of the
Hierarchy. Thus, it is so easy to observe how the one who does
not accept the service in spirit venerates the Lord and Hierarchy
so long as the way is convenient to him. Thus, We take into
account each effort to remove the burden from the Hierarchy; so
in the great as in the small. Thus, in Our creativeness, We affirm
reverence not in words but by deeds. Thus, We deplore it when
We see reverence in words but not in actions. . . . So, when the
wise Guru * carries the entire burden of the earthly battle, we must
know how to alleviate his burdens. . . .

“The striving of people is always measured by their service
either to Light or darkness. By this may be judged their destina-
tion in life. Thus, the worst is halfway thinking and striving.
The destroyers always build only upon halfway striving. There
* This refers to Prof. Roerich.
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is nothing worse than a halfway servitor, for he screens himself
by the manifestation of halfwayness. Therefore, a direct enemy
of Light is preferred by Us. We do not admit the small worms
which creep in the mist into great battles. Thus, halfwayness
must be cast aside. One should always and in all ways avoid any
intercourse with halfway people. Thus, halfwayness manifested
by the disciples throws them back a millennium, and therefore one
should know when to affirm one’s own consciousness. Thus, the
servitor of Light will not admit halfwayness.

“Most pernicious is it when this halfwayness insinuates itself
into one who is affirming himself upon the Path because then
there results duality of thought and action. Hence, halfwayness
is the enemy of the Teaching, and when We see halfwayness in
relation to Hierarchy, this destructive circumstance must be
eradicated. For without integrity there can be no structure. Hence,
the disciples must understand how important it is to have an
integral striving. For this, one should renounce personal comfort,
conceit, self-pity, self-deception, and always remember that Hier-
archy must not be burdened. This should be remembered by
those who misunderstand service as a relying upon the Lord and
the Hierarchy.”

Thus, we are facing a majestic and threatening time, and only
by the extreme tension of our entire strength can we conquer.
Think in the broadest way, discuss together how you can best
understand and apply what is sent to you! Learn how to oppose
with dignity all the ignoramuses and destroyers of culture. To-
day, it is necessary to manifest the broadest understanding of the
Banner of Peace. It is essential to understand the Banner of
Peace and Culture as the greatest symbol. Yes, I can see that in
the very near future the League of Culture will be established,
in which will gather all the best representatives of thought,
knowledge and creativeness, and where woman will have her full
say; and this League of Culture will replace the extinct League of
Nations. The events in Spain, once more, should manifestly prove
to the world how timely is the idea of the Banner of Peace! The
new events are coming, and they will force the adversaries of
culture to beware . . . but will it not be too late? It is necessary
to know how to answer all ignoramuses and all those who try to
suppress culture . . . You have all the formulae ready. Besides,
each day brings affirmation of their timeliness.
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Today, every country must think about the best ways of pre-
serving its cultural treasures, and must, by no means, try to stop
the activities which beautify the image of the nation and the
country. These activities attract the attention of the whole world
toward the possibilities of the cultural significance of America.
Let us not conceal from ourselves that until now America has
not been among the so-called leading cultural countries. America
has been considered only from the standpoint of the dollar and
mechanical civilization. And the formulae pronounced by an
American official, whose words you have quoted, only prove the
aforesaid. If we were to talk to such an official about the Banner
of Peace and about the cultural activities of our organizations,
he would sincerely wonder, “What is the use of bothering about
such annoying and unnecessary things? But since they are so eager
to concern themselves about culture, why do they not use their
apparently not meager imaginaticn and their knowledge of art
for organizing something like a gambling club, and let us say, a
movie theater with modern shows slightly risqué? It would be
acceptable and pleasant and very profitable.” Such people will
never be able to grasp the meaning of culture. How can they
comprehend the historical significance of the union of the true
representatives of culture, united under the Banner of Peace?

In his essay, N. K. has given a remarkable definition of culture.
He says: “An ignorant person must become civilized first of all;
then educated; then after education is acquired, a person be-
comes intelligent; then comes refinement and realization of syn-
thesis, which is crowned by the acceptance of the idea of culture.”

Not a single narrow specialist, regardless of how high his pro-
fessional skill, can be considered a cultural leader. Culture is
synthesis; culture understands and knows the foundations of life
and creativeness because it is the cult, or worship, or reverence of
creative fire, which is life. But who has realized the foundations
of life?

But the new events are coming, and a revaluation of values is
predicted. Consciousness is growing and there is nothing that can
stop this growth; this gigantic wave will overthrow everything in
its way. There is safety only in finding oneself in the launch
directed by the powerful Hand of a Pilot not of this world. All
those who sit in the launch are advised not to push one another,
not to change seats, not to lean overboard, and not to look back;
instead, they should make every effort to ride with the rhythm of
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the speeding launch, which can no longer stop, even if someone
falls overboard, for the salvation of the rest of the people depends
just on this speed. Therefore, let us gather all the fire of our spirit
and, with the understanding of all the danger of this time, let us
increase the tempo of our work; let us rise in our thoughts, so that
we can realize the majesty of events and of everything that is
timely. Avoid an indifferent attitude toward details which may
not seem important to you. Now, at this time, the least little detail
should be considered, the least action should be cautiously started.
Verily, light-mindedness in these days of extreme tension ap-
proaches treachery. It is especially difficult if the right moment
is missed.

Observe how many wonderful things are taking place! The
pieces of shattered mosaic are being reassembled by a powerful
Hand into a majestic picture. The details spring out unex-
pectedly, but an attentive mind will notice how, in this compli-
cated design, there are marked out the degrees of a wonderful
new step in evolution.

Therefore, friends, tense your consciousness and forge the
future! Affirm yourselves in the beautiful and lawful founda-
tions, and learn how to protect them! Remember that only thought
can win, so you should always have a ready answer which will
render your adversary helpless. How can we win? Only by the
power of thought and by the strength of convincing arguments.
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3 June 1931

I would like to quote further discourses from the book Hierarchy
which I consider very timely:

“Let us observe how the dark ones labor. It is necessary to ob-
serve their peculiar habits. They are not indignant against a
nonentity. They consider that the first steps of service are par-
ticularly useful for them. A nonentity is negligible even in treason.
Treason is precisely the main basis of undermining by the dark
forces. For treason, one must know something. This relative
knowledge, not strengthened by devotion, may be found on the
first steps. One must know that condemnation reacts like fire
upon a wavering devotion. It is sad to observe with what un-
noticeable deviations the disciple begins to steep himself with
indifference, finding eloquent justifications. Like the blade of a
knife, the heart loses its protective net. Without its sheath, the
blade injures the carrier himself. But such spurs do not lead to
achievement, they lead only to irritation. If one day has passed
successfully in humiliation of the Teacher, why may not tomor-
row be also blazing with blasphemy against the Highest? And if
the silvery thread be broken, the blade of fossilization is already
irrevocably sharpened.

“It is necessary to observe the wavering ones, for the contagion
from them is great. Often they themselves are already about to
sink into the black mass, yet the blasphemy disseminated by them
wounds many innocent ones. You arm yourself rightly against
indifference; it corrodes all beginnings, and what fires are possible
from the frigidity of indifference? The manifestation of the
affirmation of the Teacher is also like the watering of flowers.
The watered garden will not wither. We are concerned in moving
the works forward. We affirm new dimensions. Indifference to
Our affirmations is not permissible!

“When the spirit is filled with striving, there is no place for
indifference. When the spirit is aflame there is no place for in-
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difference. This quality is an immunity against indifference. Only
when the spirit tends to egotism the death of spirit may occur.
Therefore, one should flamingly protect the spirit against indif-
ference, where the evil generated by neglected striving will nestle,
where this evil will inflict a blow that will bring its effects. It is
difficult to detect the root of evil generated by indifference. Only
in endless vigilant striving may one find protection for construc-
tion. Hence, while constructing great works one must understand
that egotism and indifference are inadmissible. Therefore, We
demand that the first thought be dedicated to the Teacher. Is it
possible to succeed when the disciple puts himself on the first
place? Did We not put Beauty at the foundation? We have given
the great foundations for the world. Therefore, each thought must
be appreciated as the foundation of a great structure. Verily, the
future is great.

“Amidst the concepts of courage, the most invincible is the
courage of the flaming heart, when in full decisiveness, in full
realization of achievement, the manifest warrior knows only the
path of advance. To this achievement of courage, only the ex-
treme degree of the courage of desperation is comparable. With
the same speed that the courage of the flaming heart overcomes
the future, desperation flees from the past. Thus, where the
courage of the flaming heart is lacking, let there be the courage of
desperation. Only thus can the warriors conquer, when the offen-
sive is great. All other aspects of courage are of no significance
because in them will be halfwayness. This quality, next to
cowardice and treason, must be avoided.”

So, let each one equip himself with valor, which should be close
to his spirit. Happy is the one who possesses the valor of a flam-
ing heart! Everything is easy to such a one, and joyous is the
battle under the leadership of the Hierarchy of Light. He will
sacredly treasure the weapons entrusted to him, and he will re-
member all the biddings and indications because all will be con-
tained in the flaming heart and not in dead writings. There will
be no necessity to remind him again about the same suggestions
and to point out the forgotten shields hanging upon the wall. His
heart will be an inexhaustible source of strength. His conscious-
ness will not be divided because the purpose of achievement will
be sparkling brightly ahead of him, and all his thoughts and all
his aspirations will fly like steel arrows, obedient to the commands
of the Hierarchy of Light.
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Yes, it is time to purify the consciousness, to rid oneself of old
habits, as time does not wait. It will be terrible if events get be-
yond us. I beg you to forget the old misunderstandings and to
think only of helping the united work. Everyone must make his
best contribution toward the whole work. Let us learn to ignore
the petty stings of injured self-love. Let us discern why we must
not be offended by the little complications caused by some co-
workers. Verily, the one who is able to meet pettiness with a smile
will be a conqueror. And how contemptible is the one who casts
stones under the feet of his co-worker! He will not escape the
glance of the Lord! As it is said, “These stones will grow into a
mountain for him.”

You ask how to lead the ones who show a desire to study the
books of the Teaching. First of all, it is necessary to become
acquainted (at least in some measure) with the personalities of
such people, with the conditions of their lives, their occupations
and abilities, etc. In every case, advice and guidance can be only
individual. It is advisable to ask them to what extent the ideas of
the Teaching influence their everyday routine, to what extent
their lives are changed. But the best thing is to observe personally
their lives. If the Teaching for them is no more than a pleasant
stimulant which distracts them in their daily life, it is better not
to bother with such people. They may read the Teaching—and
perhaps even with more benefit—in solitude. As to their interest
in the higher worlds, it is necessary to remember that it is most
inadvisable to give certain details of life in the higher worlds to
such souls, who do not quite realize even their responsibility on
Earth—it is more than lightmindedness. In the books of the
Teaching, of course, it is mentioned often enough that people
must be conscious of their life in the higher worlds and of their
bond with the Cosmos. Therefore, let everyone aspire to such
consciousness in his own way. But a desire to know more than the
books of the Teaching give, and the inability to show the right
to such privilege, proves much light-mindedness and harmful
curiosity. It is necessary to note particularly the people who, at
the very beginning, demand some special knowledge, inaccessible
to the rest. Usually, such people are the ones who do not apply
the Teaching in life.

It is also characteristic of some people who have read one book
of the Teaching to ask, “Is it possible to find out what the seven
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ingredients are in the above-mentioned emulsion?” or, “Does not
the above-mentioned preparation of L. mean salts of lemon?” or,
“Could not the rhythms of Mahavan and Chotavan and the formu-
lae of psychic energy—could not all these be sent to me?” And not
a word of the true foundations of the Teaching. It is amazing
that such questions are asked by so-called intelligent people!
These people are reading the books without any comprehension
of their contents. Often such people remind one of young spar-
rows. They grasp the first grain they see, but as soon as they
notice a second they give up the first. Then they fly for the third,
and so endlessly. As a result, they lose instead of gain.

Therefore, the people who wish to approach the Teaching
should thoroughly analyze to what extent their habits have
changed after their acceptance of the Teaching. What happened
to their prejudices? Have they changed their lives, or just their
words? Let them confess their thoughts to themselves or to the
chosen Guru. There are too many parrots; what is the use of
multiplying them? Often, parrots place their owners in awkward
positions; they utter blasphemy instead of praise, and vice versa.

It is also useful to note our worst habits and immediately start
to eradicate them. Every day the disciples should enter into their
diaries what has been done in this respect. Let them first struggle
with one habit, as it is not so simple to alter oneself. It is very use-
ful to watch the quality of thought and not allow any malicious,
petty, and, in general, mean-spirited thoughts. The purifying of
consciousness is the first step. After that, we advise the discipline
of thought: to learn how to think in one direction, without being
distracted even for a moment. It is wonderful if one can concen-
trate on the Image of the Teacher.

I send to you all my best wishes. May your consciousness grow
and broaden! What joy there is in the unity of such conscious-
nesses! There is no obstacle which cannot be removed by such
power.

I want to finish this letter, but I thought it would be useful to
quote some further paragraphs from the Teaching, as they are
very appropriate.

“The reorganization of the world intensifies all forces of the
Cosmos. If humanity would understand that reorganization re-
quires the striving of spirit, it would be easy to establish balance
in the world. But the nations do not ponder about what to place
upon the scales and where the balance is; hence the chaos of think-
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ing is so destructive to humanity, and thus the shifted nations
sink to the depths without taking measures for spiritual transfigu-
ration. Therefore, it is time to consider the affirmation of spiritual
quests. When the cosmic perturbations require a powerful ten-
sion, humanity must know where to look for the center of
salvation. Therefore, the quest of a spiritual center will lead un-
avoidably to Hierarchy. Humanity has lost the urgent formula of
salvation. Hence, the anchor of salvation is the focus of Hier-
archy. Only a conscious quest and the affirmation of Hierarchy
will afford salvation. Yes, yes, yes! Therefore, We gave the founda-
tion of actions and works which are founded on Beauty.” *

It is necessary to manifest complete comprehension of all
thoughts and treasures of beauty. It is also necessary to under-
stand the fires of the centers. Only thus can we attain victory.
Of course, the dark forces seek to injure. It is necessary to watch
them; their fear is great. Thus, let us guard the foundations.

“The disciples on the path of Service must apply all the best
strivings of their spirit and consciousness. While creating, one
should understand that only the application of the best mani-
festations affords corresponding results. Let us not expect beau-
tiful results where the spirit has not applied its best strivings.
Often people wonder why their undertakings are unsuccessful.
Let us say then—did you apply all your best strivings? Did not
superficiality, the dullness of inflexibility, negligence, and lack of
ardor to the Hierarchy intrude themselves? Thus, one may ex-
pect correspondence between the cause and effect. One must
understand that each inconsiderate action, each non-goalfitting
deed, may bring so many unnecessary and harmful consequences.
Thus, the disciples on the path must display their best strivings
and ardor to the Hierarchy.

“Hence, one must chiefly develop vigilance in oneself and watch
untiringly the creativeness surrounding the Sacred Hierarchy.
Only when disciples will attain this quality may one hope that
the predestined success will come. Therefore, one should manifest
an extreme conscientiousness and vigilance toward all that occurs
around the Focus. Each unnoticed mistake will yield its own
blossom.

“It is asked why We so often delay in destroying the enemies.
there are many reasons. Let us name two: the first—karmic condi-
tions. It is easy to harm the near ones by touching an enemy
* Hierarchy.
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bound to them by karma. This may be likened to most delicate
surgery, when a surgeon does not amputate a sick limb because of
the danger attendant upon severing a major artery. With the
karmic bonds the interacting relationship is unusually complex.
We consider it more useful to insulate the dangerous fellow
traveler than to obstruct the entire caravan. The second reason is
that enemies are the source of tension of energy. Nothing can so
greatly increase the energy as counterattack. Therefore, why in-
vent artificial obstacles when the dark ones attempt with all their
strength to increase our energy?

“It is necessary to understand the entire significance of the
world’s struggle when, instead of poisonous gases, the projectiles
of psychic energy are flying around. It is necessary to observe the
unusual events . . . The idea of culture will survive, and you are
right in thinking of the world rulership of culture. . . . *

My friends, please realize upon what firm ground you are stand-
ing when you are defending all the achievements of culture.
Therefore, keep high your spirits, and find the necessary fiery
words! Do not forget that only enthusiasm, faith, and ardent
striving can inflame and inspire the spirit of people whom you
contact. Kindle the creative fire in your hearts. I am sending you
a command: “Attack as if pursued by fire.”

Do you remember how Tamerlane the Great achieved one of
his mightiest victories? He set afire the steppe behind his armies.
Being pursued by fire, the armies rushed forward and destroyed
the enemy, which was much stronger than they. You must also
understand the majesty of this formidable time. You must realize
that everything is in conflagration behind you and that the only
salvation is ahead of you. So, strive forward, and hold fast to the
entrusted Banner!

We want to feel in your letters the note of revolt in your spirit,
and also your ardor. Look for fiery co-workers, those who com-
prehend the significance of culture! Notice and reject all that is
dead and ignorant, and always welcome a battle. Verily, you can
increase your possibilities only by fighting. You should be able to
speak with strength about your international cultural activities!
The Pact for the Defense of Cultural Treasures and the interest
which it aroused in the cultured strata of the world—you received
many letters which prove this interest—this alone gives you the
right to demand attention and to facilitate your efforts to uplift
* Hierarchy.
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the level of your country’s cultural standards. Point out how his-
tory remembers the names of those who help to develop humani-
tarian and cultural ideas. Mention the fact that the widespread
response of the countries to the call of the Pact for the Defense of
Cultural Treasures proves how the consciousness of all people is
awakening, how it demands the defense of the treasures of human
creativeness. Therefore, every government which progresses in
rhythm with evolution should listen to these cosmic demands and
should guard the achievements of culture. Space is filled with
these demands. It is urgently necessary to struggle against the
approaching events caused by the convulsions of the dark forces.
Several more years will pass—and how much that is irretrievable
will occur!

Thus, collect all the facts, look through all the material you
have, and then affirm yourselves in invincibility. You are repre-
sentatives of the New Epoch, the epoch of broad cooperation and
the proclamation of the supremacy of culture.

There are many more dangerous signs than people suspect.
Subterranean fires are piercing through, and many things will
blaze up like straw. Only the blind do not realize on what kind of
volcano they are dwelling!

85



22

11 June 1931

You have already received the call to battle and the command to
attack as if the fire were raging behind you. We ask you not to
delay in applying this command as, verily, there is fire behind you,
and every wrong step or delay may burn you. Go forward—for-
ward without loocking back—because it is necessary to rescue from
destruction all that can be saved. “Let them understand in
America that the crisis in the country itself is nothing less than
a battlefield.” There is no better possibility! The Teaching says
that while the human spirit is in happy and comfortable harbors
it will never awaken. Therefore, only in the days of shocks is it
possible to expect spiritual ascent and the realization of true
values. The threatening time will compel many to look for a way
out and salvation. Try to be at your best, and connect yourselves
with the great Focus without delay! Let nobody be deceived by
apparent calmness, as it is very deceptive—such calmness may be
more dangerous than a storm.

Battle with all your might. Insist on your rights in the name
of the General Good, in the name of culture! Halfwayness is
always pernicious. Look for complete victory, complete liberation
so that all your forces are concentrated on the broadening of the
culture of your country. Action is necessary today, the broadest
action. Therefore, do not fear the increased number of your com-
mittees and the intensified work; your work is beautiful and your
actions lawful, as indeed are all your intentions. You should sow
broader than the broadest, as you never can tell from where
the greatest harvest will come. “The bells of all countries are
necessary, and their ringing makes a symphony.” In the time of
approaching downfall and destruction, we shall build and create;
we shall guard all cultural achievements and affirm the founda-
tions of Being.
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17 June 1931

We are extremely happy to see your boldness and daring, your
forward striving, and your plans for the future. Yes, it is only
the one who has spiritual aspiration who can be carried over the
abyss. Verily, over the abyss, for indeed are we not witnessing so
many destroying themselves? The “requiem” of the American
banks alone is extremely significant. The unhealthy, inflated, un-
balanced prosperity of the country cannot continue for long. The
hidden abcess must be opened, and woe to those who fail to pro-
test in time against the evils by improving the spiritual health
of the whole population!

How blind are those who think that by withdrawing them-
selves, by abusing the “Chalice of the World,” they can exist and
flourish! Chastisement is approaching and will inevitably fall
upon them. Fearful will be this chastisement in its cosmic corre-
spondence and righteousness, for it is impossible to plunder from
the organism of the planet its most essential part without self-
destruction. Therefore, sharp-sighted as a hawk, look far ahead;
observe events and foresee the future.

The future League of Culture will manifest its authority and
will confirm the balance in this world; but as yet it is too early to
talk about it. Even though this League already exists invisibly,
first of all the Banner of Peace should be affirmed. People must
be imbued with the significance of the value of spiritual creative-
ness and must learn to respect every manifestation of it. The car-
riers of spiritual fire will become the true treasures of their
countries. First, let women realize all the significance of the rais-
ing of the Banner of Peace and Culture, and in powerful union,
not only theoretically but practically, let them carry the stones
for the building of the New World. Mountains are built from
stones. Let us not neglect the smallest stone!

Again I must write and ask you to pay double attention to
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everything that was said regarding responsibility. We are looking
forward to a time when the correct comprehension of this idea
will be assimilated by the human consciousness, and only then
will commence true, successful, creative work. I have already
written many times that responsibility is correctly understood
only by those who manifest in their daily lives the greatest
cooperation. Each one who is in charge of a certain department
has a personal responsibility for its creative fulfilment. However,
every director must understand that he is but one member of a
whole organization and that he must collaborate with the other
members harmoniously, in order not to interfere with the normal
growth of the organization and thus harm his own vital capacity.
Each one, with all his attention, must guard the general develop-
ment. Of course, “it is ridiculous for seven people to carry one
chair,” as N. K. has said, but it is necessary to discuss together
where this chair should be placed, as only by general agreement
will it be placed in such a way that none of the co-workers will
break his nose against it.

Time, time, time! Unless we properly realize the significance
of time, many possibilities may fly away. How can we build a suc-
cessful future if we are neglectful and always too slow? We must
follow the cosmic rhythm, which is indicating “presto prestis-
simo.” Let us leave all moderato, diminuendo and morendo to
our enemies. We are experiencing extremely significant events.
Verily, there is no greater time in the history of our epoch!

Why are the societies of South America silent? I hope I shall
not be a prophet in this case as I was in the case of the President
of Peru! One can be a very eloquent and successful lecturer, but
only the magnet of the spirit can uphold the results of success.
But the spiritual magnet can be developed only when there is
sincere aspiration and complete self-renunciation. The fruitful-
ness of every action is sustained by the magnet of the heart.

1t is also very necessary to manifest the most careful, thought-
ful and cultured attitude toward the press. Many articles written
by our enemies which still frighten you bring joy to us because
they arouse interest in readers and at the same time they cannot
really belittle us. Most to be dreaded is the colorless and “precise”
(according to their consciousness) interpretation of facts of so-
called “friendly” people. But perversion of facts by enemies is
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always striking and helps us greatly. Now is the time of the “hot”
and “cold”—all “lukewarm” ones will be forced out. Revolt with
all your spirit; be courageous; be conscious of the great time and
of what you possess!

Realize your personal significance without self-conceit, self-
sufficiency, and arrogance. The pride of self-sufficiency diverts
from the blessed seeking and, therefore, from further advance-
ment. Without seeking, one cannot find, meet, and accept the
Ray of Hierarchy.

I hope very much that you do not spoil the growing warrior!
Teach him to be studious, attentive, and assiduous. Develop his
sense of cooperation, sense of help, and compassion toward ani-
mals and the needy. Let him learn to help from the earliest age.
Children are so happy when grown-ups ask them to help. You
can create the occasions for such help. You must teach him to be
obliging and respectful toward adults. Let him learn to think
about other people and to be happy if he can bring some cheer
to others. The most terrible thing is to develop in a child selfish-
ness and stinginess, as these vices will limit the growth of a child’s
mind. There is nothing more fearful than an egotistic or mean
person. No wonder that the literature of all peoples perpetuates
this terrible plague of humanity in immortal images. These vices
have brought about the present degeneration of humanity and
will bring a terrible catastrophe. A complete sterility of creative
powers is the result of egotism. Let us see what the Teaching of
Living Ethics says:

“Individuality and egotism are as birth and death. The build-
ing of individuality evinces the conception of a New World, while
egotism can mirror itself in the dead volcanoes of the moon. But
not only does egotism deaden itself, but it strikes with sterility
the surroundings, whereas individuality kindles fires in all ad-
jacent camps. Cooperation is the crown of individuality, but the
scourge of egotism is like the sting of a scorpion. Can one rely
upon egotism? No more than upon a viper! But true individuality
contains in itself the foundation of universal justice. We must
gather individualities because a new diamond is in need of cut-
ting, but egotism must pass through many incarnations. Cer-
tainly, this law may also be changed by the fire of the heart.
Therefore, one can advise egotism to be kindled by the proximity
of a fiery heart.
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“Not without purpose do We kindle the beacons of the fiery
heart, as a refuge for travelers. It is not easy for the flaming
heart, but it sacrifices itself for its neighbors, which is precisely
the Commandment of Bliss. But joy is a special wisdom.” *

Let us strive above all difficulties, guilt, and even treacheries.
The broadened consciousness will help in everything; therefore,
let it be directed to where the great Light will very soon be
kindled. The scale is in the hands of the Higher Will, and what
do we care for the discordance which, in blindness, is directed
against us? It is impossible to deceive spatial justice. The whole
history of humanity proves this. What remains of those who con-
sidered themselves above those great workers who labored for the
good of humanity? Complete oblivion of their names and silent
contempt. And now I would like to quote a few remarkable lines:

“In extreme suffering and privation, in starvation, in blood and
sweat, Russia took upon herself the burden of seeking the truth
for all. Russia searches and struggles, is looking for the Realm of
Light . . .

“The pathos of history does not notice those who are content
with their limited knowledge of truth and who are conceited and
satisfied. The fiery inspiration does not come to ‘Beati pos-
sedentes,’ but to those whose spirit is in tension. The wings of the
Angels disturb the water of the font.

“It seems there are no changes in the world . . . except that
in the comfortable civilized world there is no more Russia . . .
and in this absence there is a change, as in this particular ‘non-
existence,” Russia, in a certain way, becomes an ideological center
of the world.

“If translated into the language of reality, this would mean
that on the stage of the world’s history appeared a new ‘culturally-
geographical world,” which until now did not have the significance
of a leading power. We look into the future. Does not the goddess
of culture move toward the East from the European West, where
she was settled for such a long time? . . . Does she not go to the
starved, to the poor, to those who have suffered so much?

“We are under the power of presentiment . .. There is a
danger of conceit through presentiment—a certain type of self-
conceit, conceit of suffering. To allow conceit means to be de-
feated. One should not conceal what one considers to be the truth.
But it is impossible to be satisfied with mere presentiments. His-
* Hierarchy.
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tory is not made by quietism, but by the heroic achievements of
those who seek perfection. Those who are self-conceited lose the
bliss of searching. And the self-conceited are condemmned to
sterility. . . . There is no inevitability; there is possibility.
“Only by way of intensive creative work, not fearing to admit
one’s mistakes and weaknesses, only by the price of continuous
efforts, which are materialized in the frames of ‘Plastic World’
(which is opened to our wills), will possibilities become Reality.”

—Written in 1921

91



O

30 June 1931

You write that even some good people do not understand the
book, Hierarchy. This only shows us once more how careful one
must be in order not to frighten those whose consciousness is not
yet sufficiently developed. The process of the growth of conscious-
ness and the assimilation of new ideas is very, very slow. There-
fore, forcing is dangerous. Only a developed consciousness can
completely realize and ardently accept the great law of Hierarchy.
Let us recall that our own consciousness also was gradually pre-
pared for accepting this great foundation of cosmic creation and
evolution. Please try to practise the maximum tolerance toward
newcomers, and do not demand too much. We may expect ex-
treme tension only from the nearest co-workers, whose conscious-
ness is growing together with their work. They know the sig-
nificance of the cosmic battle that is going on. They know that
the more direct their path is, the more difficult and responsible is
their achievement. They know that the difficulty itself is a sign of
the quickest achievement. They are used to overcoming difficul-
ties by the striving of spirit, and they know and have witnessed
many victories.

Neither should you think there will be a swift improvement of
the conditions of life in the world. No, the predicted threatening
time is here, in all its full strength, and everything is even more
complicated now. Therefore, possessing certain knowledge, be
sure to treasure sacredly all warnings, hints, and indications.
Only by the most intensive cooperation, by the urgent and pre-
cise fulfilment of the suggestions, will you be able to succeed dur-
ing this trying time.

Beware of co-workers with small consciousnesses, as the small
consciousness will try to belittle everything. But we know that
destruction results just from belittling and non-appreciation. Co-
measurement is a quality which is most difficult and necessary
to achieve; without it, it is impossible either to advance or to
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construct. The Teaching states that without the quality of co-
measurement a person cannot be considered spiritual.

Please realize the significance of the work that you started! How
can you expect understanding from other people if you your-
selves do not possess this affirmation? How can we impart strength
to our co-workers if we lack it ourselves? The Banner of Peace and
the Unity of Women in the name of the New Era of Culture are
two of the gigantic historical tasks. Please try to realize how
serious is the world situation, and apply all your abilities in
order to introduce these salutary ideas. Every step of yours should
be thoroughly weighed, and should be in conformity with your
great tasks. But never listen to the advice of grey conventionality!
All delays will bring even worse wreckage. Uphold the Banner
of Culture and the pure affirmations you have received. “Sow
widely; it is not right to spill the precious seeds only in your own
garden.” The most important is not to be afraid of any hostile
condemnations because all our offerings for the General Good
have not in them a trace of destruction or selfishness! Insist on
your rights in the name of the offerings you bring to your own
country!

I fear that many wonderful advices and declarations of N. K.
are not applied and are not quoted in defense of your rights. Do
not be lazy, and reread them; remember, not everything can be
immediately assimilated. But if you will assimilate or even mem-
orize certain formulae, you will simplify a number of things; also,
you will develop an alertness and vivacity of thinking that is
most essential. Never forget that we conquer by thought.

Furthermore, do not be impressed by the superficial amiability
which leads to nothing. Discriminate between real, true friendli-
ness and hypocritical amiability. A good battle may sooner bring
victory than a fleeting amiability! Attack courageously; have your
weapons and shields ready—demand! Some of our co-workers did
not experience a hard struggle for each of their achievements.
They reached the heights too quickly. Therefore, they are not
able to appreciate completely the achievements of the others who
had to struggle very hard. Grow—grow in your consciousness; re-
member the significance of our time, which brings great possi-
bilities. Be inspired by thought and every little boat will bring its
valuable cargo! Please remember that today we have to deal with
large masses because people are already able te assimilate the
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living fire of creative and constructive work. Among the common
people there are many searching souls who are capable of sacri-
fice in the name of the General Good.

I enclose herewith some very essential counsels:

“Do not be perturbed by the necessity of seeming repetitions.
In the first place, nothing is repeated. Even the same words at
different times appear completely different. Secondly, one should
reiterate day and night about Hierarchy. You are right that the
hierarchy of thraldom is ended, but the emergence of a realized
Hierarchy is followed by human sufferings. There is too much
slavery in the world, and each flame of consciousness is too op-
pressed. Slavery and a consciously realized Hierarchy are as day
and night. Hence, do not be dissuaded from repeating—a con-
sciousness of Hierarchy—Hierarchy of freedom, Hierarchy of
knowledge, Hierarchy of Light. Let those who do not know the
inception of the New World scoff, for each concept of a New
World frightens them. Is not Infinity terrifying for them? Is not
Hierarchy burdensome to them? Being ignorant despots them-
selves, they do not understand the constructiveness of Hierarchy.
Being cowards themselves, they are horrified before an achieve-
ment. Thus, let us place on the balance the most urgent concepts
of the great approaching age—Infinity and Hierarchy.

“Hierarchy must be adopted as an evolutionary system. To
those spirits who have not yet outlived slavery it should be re-
peated that Hierarchy differs completely from despotism. But
even a chimney sweep must climb to the roof in order to clean the
chimneys. This cannot be done from below. One cannot compose
a symphony without a single key for all instruments. Many anal-
ogies may be quoted, beginning with a jest and finishing with the
touching examples of bees, ants, and swans. But the best example
for contemporary humanity is the comparison with chemistry. It
is easy to understand that a reaction can take place only under
precise conditions. Hierarchy likewise corresponds completely to
the astro-chemical principles, which even a neophyte of science
will not deny. We already justly agreed upon the importance of
the discovery of psychic energy; for the coordination of its
realization, Hierarchy is as indispensable as a helpful chemical
process.

“Many salt pillars are spread upon the face of the Earth. Not
only did Lot’s wife turn back to the past, but numberless are
those who looked backwards. What did they expect to see in the
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conflagrant city? Perhaps they wished to bid farewell to the old
temple? Perhaps they looked for their cosy hearth or looked in
anticipation of seeing the house of their hated neighbor collapse.
Certainly, the past chained them for a long time. Thus, one must
strive onward for enlightenment and health and for the strength
of the future. Thus it should be always; but there come cosmic
knots when an impetuous onward motion is urgent. One should
not be disconcerted and mourn over the past. Mistakes are even
obvious but the caravan does not wait, and the very events press
onward. We hurry and We summon to hasten. The future is
crowded but there is no darkness ahead.

“Some people cannot tolerate Our frequent reminders about
battle. For them, let it be not a battle, but the opening of the
Gates. The process of opening also requires energy; but for you,
without need of hypocritical palliation, it may be said that the
battle of Light against darkness proceeds incessantly. Many war-
riors help in this battle, otherwise we again would be engulfed
in chaos. Often, the participants of the battle ask why they do not
remember the achievements of their subtle bodies in their physical
shells. But it would be criminal on Our part to permit this. The
heart could not withstand the realization of so gigantic a battle.
Only a specially flaming heart retains in its consciousness the
black projectiles. The heart is stopped either through realization
of consciousness or through sclerosis. But the cosmic battle can
destroy the strongest heart.

“Thus, let us recall the battle. When the clash assumes such
colossal scope, the subterranean fire is equilibrated with difficulty
and the layers of magnetic currents are intercrossed. But let us not
deny that this perturbation brings renewed possibilities.” *

* Hierarchy.
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20 July 1931

I was so sorry to see that our train again ran off the rails. Can it
be possible that so clearly explained a structure was not under-
stood? For two years, it has been repeated daily about the neces-
sity to treasure every pearl of knoewledge that was given to you. I
heard recently, “One more pearl is lost.” When shall we learn not
to throw away these pearls but carefully weigh each grain in
order not to cheapen their value? Can you expect success when
the true values are thrown away and are replaced by cheap sur-
rogates? . . . In our affairs, cheap actions should be out of the
question. Thousands of eyes, from all over the world, are watch-
ing our Institutions. This obliges us to use the maximum of
ability and determination for fulfilling the given programs. Have
we so little individual creativeness and alertness that any dull
outsider can cut off our possibilities by his vulgarity and obsolete
standards? Surely not. We need co-workers with a bread outlook,
couragecus and cultured. It seems to me that with your defenders
you will not go far. Of what good are the advisers who give up
everything at the first opposition!

We and our co-workers must know how to defend our rights
immediately. We must find ten new points and attacks to each
opposition. First of all, we must demand a complete understand-
ing of our cultural activities. We must be able to unify the con-
sciousnesses of our co-workers with our own. Indeed, it is impos-
sible to expect at once similar thoughts, but we must watch their
ideas and when necessary we must tactfully correct them. We have
already experienced a successful example of such leadership.
Therefore, you must also be watchful and straighten out the
thoughts of your advisers and co-workers. We must not only
listen to the Teaching and agree with it, but we must become
active and creative in our fulfilment of the tasks.

It seems that the “requiem” of the banks, as well as all present
and coming events, sufficiently prove how just, how wise, and
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how timely were all the indications. Let us remember how many
of these indications were not applied in time, or else they were
distorted! How I would like to see you fearless! How I would
like to hear from you a lion’s roar! The power of spirit can con-
quer everything. Everything small and mean is afraid of power,
while everything great has respect for it. Therefore, proceed like
lions!

And then, please do not discuss with unreliable co-workers those
ideas which you yourself have not yet completely assimilated.
Every great idea can be easily ruined by tactless actions. Do not
forget that we expect to be supported by the members of women’s
organizations and other cultural societies. So many good con-
nections are already made, and it is possible to suggest the spread-
ing of the series of postcard reproductions, “The Realm of
Culture.” Three millions of purchasers means three million dol-
lars! How many women would purchase a one-dollar share in the
name of their own womanly diganity!

Friends, I would like to tell you that what was promised will
come about, and is really not so far from you! Only open wider
your eyes and make an effort to broaden and refine your conscious-
ness! And what can be better for the growth of your consciousness
than the alert and creative utilization of the rules of the Teach-
ing? Indeed, develop your creativeness! Penetrate more deeply
into every idea that has been given to you! The ideas are grow-
ing, together with the opening of possibilities, but these possibili-
ties should not be missed. The time will come when the Banner
of Peace and the Banner of Culture will cover the whole world.
Do you sense the beauty and the power of this Symbol?
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a1 August 1031

Please reread often my letter of July 29th. In this letter you will
find an urgent Advice of the Teacher which should not be de-
ferred. Assimilate this advice with all your heart and follow it,
both in large and in small things. Who knows wherein lies the
great and the small? Who knows where is the little blade of grass
or grain of sand that threw the giant into the abyss?

Therefore, let us be watchful, and let us not belittle. Let us
realize completely the danger of our time and the significance of
that on which everything is based. Let us clearly remember that
each disparagement and omission will bring the belittling and
destruction of the work and of all co-workers, and tenfold so, as
such revolts are against the affirmations of the Hierarchy. It was
said long ago that “all your trunks will remain empty and your
writing pens dry, if you will not understand the affirmations of
foundations. If the time when the school was established was
difficult, it is a thousand times more difficult now. If the time was
considered sericus when you were on your way, it is a thousand
times more serious now. If then the time was great—now it is a
thousand times greater.” So it was said.

Let us remember this and not permit ourselves to be lulled to
sleep or made quiescent, and let us not rejoice in the flattery and
pleasant words of the numerous dugpas. The circumstances will
become more and more complicated. Therefore, follow the
Teacher. If you cease belittling, your Guru will carry you over
all dangers and will bring you to safety. There are certain times
when belittling and concealing are even worse than the most
ferocious vexations and slander. No wonder that belittling and
concealing are considered by the Great Teachers as subtle betray-
ing. Is it really possible that we could be so guilty? We may
well remember that the desire for self-glory at the cost of belittling
the leader will not result in anything. By glorifying him, we
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glorify ourselves. By belittling him, we destroy ourselves. The
cosmic law of correspondence is inevitable. The best pages of his-
tory were written when at the head of a movement was a leader
who was followed by devoted and conscious co-workers, ready at
every moment to sacrifice everything for the glory of the work.
And do we not also revere their names alongside the name of the
leader? Even in schools we learn the names of the co-workers of
the great leaders, teachers and thinkers. And does not history
point out the backsliders? And are they certainly not regarded
with contempt?

Let us always remember that all possibilities come only with
the Ray of the Teacher, through the way illumined by this Ray.
But if we are full of doubt, if we deviate in lack of confidence and
in fear, then of course we fall out of the path illumined by the
Ray, and, falling into darkness, we at best risk breaking our nose!

We received a bock, a beloved book, unfittingly and cheaply
published. N. K. was so unhappy about it that he immediately sat
down and wrote an article about love for a book. Unless we under-
stand that there must be refinement in quality, we shall never
move farther in cultural growth. And how can we speak of refine-
ment of consciousness and culture if we fail to realize what that
means? Of course, perfection never comes at once, but deteriora-
tion of quality is unworthy of disciples. Also, it is most vexing to
see cheap postcard reproductions of some paintings. The admit-
tance of such deplorable quality discredits the artist. And do we
not know the old truth that the purchasing of things cheaply is
dear in the long run? Do you not remember how, after certain
expenditure, we were compelled once more to spend again for
reprinting? All our beginnings should be introduced worthily. We
must search and demand the highest quality. Only in this way
may we serve culture.

We are also concerned about the popularization of our books
and publications. There must be a certain system, a certain organ-
ization, regarding this most essential matter. We must find a per-
son who is fond of this work and who knows it well, and he should
give an account regarding the exact destination of the books and
the amount of money received; also, in what catalogues our books
are included and where to find the best sale. Really, there are so
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many bookstores all over the world! We must also carefully watch
that our publications come out without delay! So many possibili-
ties have gone because of procrastination. The publishing must
become a source of income.

I know that you will accept all this advice with the right spirit
because I have proof that you will, but could I say the same about
certain other co-workers? Some may be offended, but by being so
touchy they will only cast a slur upon themselves, for they will
show that they are far from self-perfection and that regality of
spirit is unattainable for them. The king of spirit is happy
whenever he has an opportunity to perfect himself. He will never
repeat his mistakes, and an eradicated, expiated mistake is a step
forward, an approach toward the predestined. Therefore, let us
completely realize how severe and pressing is the present time. Let
us follow the Hierarchy and let us fulfil all suggestions.

No weakness can be excused today, even if it is dictated by good
motives. The stake is great and we shall pass only through affirma-
tion. You must affirm, you must spread <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>