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Parapsychology
(Diary Leaves.)

BY NICHOLAS ROERICH.

NEW upward flights of thought bring to life new 
words. Not so long ago the concept of Psycho
logy won for itself the right of acceptance,— we 

need not repeat the significance of this Greek word, for it 
is sufficiently well known to everyone. Psychology has 
gradually conquered new fields and penetrated into the 
depths of the human consciousness. It has been linked 
with neurology and dealt within the " Institutes of the 
Brain,11 it has touched upon the domain of the heart and 
concentrated upon the study of energy and thought.

Long ago Plato asserted that Ideas rule the world, but 
only comparatively recently has a science of thought been 
constituted. It is quite natural that this broadest of provinces 
should require a new and refined designation. Thus there 
has resulted the significant superstructure upon the concept 
of Psychology, there was born Parapsychology. Radio 
waves, sensitive photographic films, and many new paths 
of science have become allied with the fields of Para
psychology, and not by chance has man s attention been 
drawn to this higher domain which must transform many 
of the basic features of life.

In the dark period of the Middle Ages, any investiga
tions into the region of Parapsychology would surely have
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been terminated by the inquisition with torture and the 
stake. And even now our contemporary ‘‘ inquisitors ” are 
not above accusing learned investigators of sorcery or in
sanity. We recall how our friend, the late Professor 
Bechterev, was not only subjected to official persecutions 
for his research into the study of thought, but in the devi
ous turns of public opinion, there were more than once 
heard whispers about a nervous malady of the scholar 
himself. We likewise know that for their research in the 
domain of thought serious scientists have been visited with 
all sorts of official annoyance, and sometimes have even 
been deprived of university appointments. This has 
happened both in Europe and in America. But evolution 
flows on over any human obstructions and calumnies. 
Evolution is unyieldingly resistant to dark ignorance, and 
life itself displays the brilliant advancement of that which 
even in the recent past would have aroused the scoffing of 
the ignorant. Surely, we cannot forget that even in our 
own time one scientific Academy pronounced Edison’s 
phonograph the trick of a charlatan. Not so long ago a 
certain physician asserted that since micro-organisms 
required such great magnification for study of them, they 
could have absolutely no significance or application in 
medical practice ! You may see statements of this kind 
being circulated right now by the printed word. But since 
stagnation has an ossifying effect, all the live portions of 
humanity will be irresistibly impelled to true broad cognition.

We know that in America alone some forty scholars 
are occupied with the study of thought energy. Before us 
lies copies of the journal, “ Parapsychology,” published 
under the editorship of Professor Rhine (Duke University, 
South Carolina) and his books “Extra Sensory Perception” 
and ‘‘New Frontiers of the Mind.” Professors Rhine and 
Mac Dougall have worked for many years upon thought 
transmission at a distance. We have already had occasion 
to make note of their brilliant results in this field Now 
Professor Rhine has taken into collaboration an entire 
large group of intelligent students and together with them 
has carried out a series of most instructive experiments.
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At first the transmission of thoughts was effected at 
the shortest intervals and in the simplest formulas ; after 
this the experiments passed on to involve greater distances 
and were made complicated in the thought content, In the 
course of several years it became established that thought 
can undoubtedly be transmitted at a distance and that for 
this people do not at all have to become some sort of 
devotees of the supernatural, but that they can operate 
within the limits of the mind and the will. It is unquestiona
ble that the domain of thought, the field of disclosure of 
the subtlest primary energy, has been ordained for the 
immediately forthcoming days of humanity. J hus pre
cisely science, call it material science or positive or as you 
please, but precisely scientific cognition will reveal to 
mankind those domains to which the most ancient symbols 
have alluded.

If world thought be directed along a definite path, a 
great number of unexpected auxiliaries can be discerned 
by the observant mind of the investigator. People have 
appeared, sometimes most ordinary ones, who can detect 
radio waves without a receiver, or can see through dense 
objects, thus confirming the fact that the senses can act 
outside the limits of physical conditions.

There is a young girl in Latvia who reads thoughts, 
doing this under the surveillance of physicians and scholars. 
Medical supervision excludes any sort of charlatanism or 
self-interested exploitation. In the last analysis such 
phenomenon ceases to be supernatural since through trai
ning, the students of the University in South Carolina can 
attain very significant results by perfectly natural means.

Likewise extremely remarkable are experiments with 
a recently devised apparatus which records most subtle 
pulsations of the heart which have hitherto been undetected. 
Recently Dr. Anita Muhl described to us most interesting 
experiments performed by her.  These showed that lofty 
thought heightened tension enormously and refined the vi
brations, whereas ordinary thought, not to mention that 
of a low order, immediately lowered the vibrations. 
Moreover it was noticed that the unified thought of a group
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of people constituting a chain augmented tension extraordi
narily. Doctor Muhl brought back observations made during 
her recent visit to Iceland and Denmark, and now India, 
where she is sojourning, will undoubtedly provide her 
with new impulses.

Of course, any such considerations, even though con
firmed by mechanical apparatus, will continue to remain 
“ terra incognita ” for the majority of people. But fortu
nately evolution has never been brought about by the 
majority, but has been realised by an unselfish minority 
who are ready to subject themselves to the thrusts of the 
ignorant. But the right judgment of history is inevitable. 
The names of ignorant opponents of knowledge become 
symbols of infamous retrogression. The name of Hero- 
stratus, who destroyed works of art, has remained in 
school books, but not at all in connection with the matters 
which this madman had in mind. The names of the ig
noramuses who voted for the expulsion of the great Aris
tides from Athens have recently been discovered in the 
course of excavations upon the Acropolis and added to the 
dark roster of the ignorant and the deniers. Surely we 
cannot forget the man who could detect radio waves with
out apparatus and who in our civilized days immured in an 
insane asylum because physicians of a certain type could 
not admit the existence of this faculty. In general many 
human capacities confound people of a sluggish retrogres
sive nature, and these will have to pass through many 
shameful hours, when all the things which they have denied 
shall occupy a place in the precise sciences.

Even at present certain obscurantists regard the 
transmission of thought at a distance as verging on witch
craft. We can cite examples when this field, already 
established by scores of scientists, provokes gross ridicule 
and mocking cries about the reception of news out of the 
blue sky. Without speaking of the examples recorded in 
the literature of all ages and peoples, it is permissible to 
remind the ignorant that the radio-waves which have al
ready become a part of their everyday life also are re
ceived precisely out of the blue sky. It is sad to reflect
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that people give no thought to many obvious manifestations 
and to the cosmic fundamentals or laws which lie behind 
them. Sometimes the ignorant are not averse to repeating 
parrot-like certain truisms without understanding their signi
ficance. Thus those who jeer at news from the blue sky do 
not suspect that they are speaking about what has already 
been established by scientific investigations and recorded 
by machines.

So much has been said and written about the subtlest 
energies, which are so gradually being apprehended by 
humanity! The absurd prohibitions created by the inertia 
of stagnant deniers are beginning to fall away. Only 
yesterday we read about the establishment of a special 
governmental committee for the investigation of Hindu 
popular medicine. The ordinances of the Ajur-Veda, so 
recently ridiculed, are coming to life again under the 
hand of enlightened scholars. In Moscow has been found
ed an Institute for the Study of Tibetan Medicine; western 
scientists have found to be of vast significance the indica
tions given in ancient Chinese annals which are entirely 
conformable to the latest European scientific discoveries. 
And the ancient medicine-man who brewed a portion from 
toads has found his justification in contemporary science 
which has revealed the large quantity of adrenalin in these 
amphibians ; moreover there has been found in these crea
tures a new substance, buffonin, which is closely akin to 
digitalis. One might cite a multitude of examples among 
similar latest discoveries. The ass hide of Chinese medi
cine has also been justified in the matter of vitamin content 
by the latest researches of Doctor Reed.

Another scientist, Doctor Reele, has determined under 
the most ancient symbols the existence of indications, the 
significance of which has now been understood and thus 
advanced by science. In such manner, in different bran
ches of science, the ancient elements of knowledge are 
making their appearance under a new and entirely modern 
aspect. If these parallels be collected, there results a 
voluminous treatise. But the crowning dome of all these 
quests will be that fundamental domain which now goes
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under the name of Parapsychology, because in its basis 
lies everywhere that same great primary or psychic energy. 
The visionary dream of thought has already been formu
lated in the science of thought. Human thought which 
anticipates all discoveries is borne into space and reaches 
the human consciousness precisely “ out of the blue sky. 
The brain activity of man is comparable to electrical 
phenomena ; recently the biologist G. Lakhovsky asserted 
that all ethical teachings have a definitely biological 
foundation. Thus in its turn Lakhovsky’s work confirms 
the experiments of Doctor Muhl with electrical apparatus 
which records graphically the significance of qualities of 
thought. Even the myth about the cap of invisibility re
ceives scientific confirmation in the discovery of rays 
which make objects invisible. Thus there arises every
where new and boundless knowledge replacing recent 
negations and mockery. To all deniers can only be given 
the advice,— ‘‘know more, and stop not your ears with the 
wadding of criminal ignorance.” In remote antiquity it 
was said that ignorance is the forefather of all crimes and 
offences, of all miseries and calamities.

Call it Parapsychology or science of thought, be it 
revealed as psychic or primary energy, it is alone clear 
that evolution imperatively directs mankind to the discovery 
of the subtlest energies. Unprejudiced science is striving 
in quests for new energies in space, that infinite source of 
all forces and all cognition. Our age is the epoch of a 
World-outlook based on Energetics.


