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Roerich Peace Pact.
[The Convention at Washington, U. S. A., which held its sessions
on the 17th and 18th November, '33 and in which 32 nations
participated, unanimously accepted the Peace Banner, the
national representatives participating pledging their adherence
to it. The Convention also appointed a permanent Committee
to work in furtherance of this great Idea. The nations are free
to adopt the Flag by acclamation. America’s support, as evi
denced by President Roossevelt’s response when the resolution
was presented to him, was distinctly encouraging. Prof. Roe
rich’s message to the Convention is printed below. - Ed..]

THE MESSAGE
Dear Mr. Chairman and Friends,
To you, who have gathered in the name of the sacred task of
Peace, I send greetings. Not without cause does the world con
cern itself about peace, because enmity and mutual hatred have
truly reached their boundaries. The violations against creative
life seduced generations into the abyss of savagery. Nor can the
external signs of civilization conceal the savagery of the spirit.
In such hostility, in the midst of earthly unrest, the true values,
the creations of the human spirit, are being destroyed. Let us
not look back to those dread precedents, when men were com
pelled to inscribe upon their tablets the memorable words:
“ Destroyed by human ignorance —rebuilt by human hope ”. But,
precisely in the name of humanity’s hope for a better future, for
true progress of the spirit, it is necessary to preserve these true
values.
I will not recount the history of our Pact, the furtherance of
which has been actively moved by several Committees, by the
Union Internationale and by two International Conferences. The
validity of our ideal for peace is confirmed by the existence of the
Red Cross. If the Red Cross cares for the sick and physically
wounded, our Pact protects the values of human genius, thus
preserving spiritual health.
The world is thinking of peace in many ways. In each pro
posal for peace is contained the identical aspiration towards
world progress and welfare. Each one, in his own tongue, repeats
the benevolent formula of goodwill. Thus, we also are convinced
that in safeguarding all the creative values of humanity, with a
special Banner similar to the Red Cross, we are thus destroying
also the very concept of war. If the entire world will be canopied
with the Banner for the protection of treasures of true culture,
there will be no place for war and hostility.
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There have been those who have asked why we think of pro
tection, when it would apparently be simpler to stop war com
pletely. But at the very moment when these voices have arisen,
new treasures of Humanity were being destroyed and the earth
was covered with new marks of shame. Hence, first of all let us
sacredly protect the creative treasures of Humanity. First of
all, let us agree on that which is the most simple, so that, as with
the Red Cross, the Banner may significantly summon the consci
ence of men to the protection of that, which in essence, belongs
not to one nation alone, but to the entire world, and constitutes
the real pride of the human race.
We may be asked why we think of war. But no one has ever
stipulated that the Banner was needed only during a formally
proclaimed war. As a matter of fact, the principle of the protec
tion of human treasures is necessary also in numerous other cases
of upheaval. Truly not only war, but many other human cala
mities and convulsions for some reason are wrathfully thrust
against the monuments of culture. One may cite an infinite
number of sad examples.
Somebody has mentioned that the Banner could hardly be a
protection against the long-range guns. But, the Red Cross is
not visible at long distances, yet no one would deny the great
humanitarian expedience of the institution of the Red Cross.
Of course, we must not forget that, at the inception of the Red
Cross, there were many soulless critics, who argued against this
highly humanitarian idea, but such ignorant condemnation is
characteristic of each innovation. Let us not forget, that Edison’s
great invention of the phonograph was regarded as charlatanry
by some Academecians.
Thus, let us not give importance to such fettering reasoning ;
for the Red Cross, with its noble benefits, has sufficiently indi
cated, that even with long-range guns, air attacks and the
inhumanity of gases, the conception of the Red Cross still must
be regarded as highly imperative and irrefutable. When a Red
Cross ambulance rushes through the streets on its mission of
salvation, traffic is arrested because every one realizes that some
thing extraordinary has occurred which demands urgent measures.
And now in the midst of human calamities the S. O. S. signal
already resounds. The best minds have arrived at the determi
nation of the necessity of broad measures for pacification and
disarmament. But physical disarmament alone will not help.
There must be a disarming of heart and spirit. Thus the World
Banner of Peace, protector of the true treasures of Humanity,
will be a broad reminder of those forces, which must be sacredly
guarded as the milestones and guaranty of a radiant future.
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THE SCHOLAR

School children must be firmly reminded from earliest childhood
that whereever there flies the Banner, the protector of human
treasures, special measures of preservation and special care must
be excercised for dignity and friendly co-operation, in the name
of Bliss !
As with the case of the International Court of Justice at The
Hague, the International Postal Union, the Red Cross,—our Pact
and Banner does not represent in its essence any international
difficulties. On the contrary, the Pact is a summons to one more
step of co-operation : a summons to the appreciation and cata
loguing of religious, artistic and scientific treasures and to the
establishment of a mutual cultural respect.
We need not fear, that military authorities will raise any
irresistible difficulties. Strangely enough, it is just from the
military milieu that we have had no refutation ; quite the con
trary, we have constantly heard voices of sympathy and consider
ation regarding the entire practicability of the Pact. Even such
undeniable authority as the Marshall of France, Hubert Lyautey,
has expressed himself very definitely in favour of the Pact. It is
only necessary to familiarize ourselves with the written opinions
of such scholarly military authorities as Baron de Thuen, who
has already introduced lectures concerning the Pact into the
military schools, to see once again how apparently simple it is to
carry out the humanitarian task of the Pact.
It is true that one scientist expressed the opinion that the
Pact might impede military actions. But, if the Pact would not
only impede but arrest military actions, then its indubitable merit
would lie therein. For the entire world is now concerned only
with the renunciation of mortal and fratricidal clashes.
People understand profoundly that no official decrees alone
can transform the material crisis into prosperity. For the heart
of man must consent to disarmament and co-operation. And this
pan-human postulate comprises everything to remind us that
the true culture of the spirit, creativeness and constructiveness
must be protected and affirmed.
We have received many thousands of sympathetic opinions
regarding the Pact, from high representatives of the cultural
world, from governmental and educational institutions. Organi
zations numbering many millions of members have done honour
to the project of the Pact through enthusiastic resolutions. The
Museum’s Commission of the League of Nations has likewise un
animously endorsed the Pact, the President of the International
Court of Justice at The Hague is the Protector of the Interna
tional Union of the Pact, founded in Belgium.

