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ble as he studied some papers be
fore him. Although to us his tea
drinking seemed to stamp the
whole proceedings as very easy
going, we found that the papers
he was studying were various re
ports of detailed physical and psy
chological tests that had been given
the defendant, and that he was
later to go into a long discussion
again with the two women and
finally put their joint decision in
writing—a climax as formal as
the attendant gestures were in
formal.
This simple court system, with
out jury and without complicated
ceremony, tries about ninety per
cent of all civil and criminal cases
in the Soviet Union.
In a village in the south of Rus
sia we met a woman judge who
traveled about from one small com
munity to another carrying jus
tice. She explained that the most
important equipment for a judge
in new Russia is common sense
and a thorough background of
Communist principles, because the
first consideration is the welfare
of the collective.
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Judgments may, of course, be
appealed to a higher court. Very
important cases are tried with
somewhat more formality. There
is, for example, a prosecutor who
is appointed by the Minister of
Justice, and there is a defense at
torney either engaged by the de
fendant or appointed by the State.
And these cases, too, may be ap
pealed and brought before the Su
preme Court.
The new types of jails do not
exist uniformly throughout the
Soviet Union—far from it; but
the fact that they exist, even as
models, is an encouraging sign of
the direction in which the Soviets
are moving. Their real aim is
not for improved prisons but for
Utopia, where the people will be
socially-minded, and the welfare
of the collective will be of prime
importance to the individual,
where the masses will know how
to enjoy liberty. In the meantime
the existence of a “Crime Clinic”
indicates an earnest attempt on
the part of the Soviet Government
to approach an old problem in a
scientific manner.

THE WISDOM OF JOY
By NICHOLAS ROERICH
HE great Emperor Akbar used of some particular hatred of edu
to say that enemies were the cation or of the beautification of
life, but simply because of obsolete
shadow of a man and then, count
ing his enemies he would add, “My preconceptions and petrified tradi
shadow is very long.” Like the an tions.
This circumstance, therefore,
cient Romans let us say, “Tell me
who are your enemies, and I shall will procure us a great number of
enemies. Yet in going over the
tell you who you are.”
But whence will our enemies list of their names, we shall feel
chiefly come, when we are engaged proud that precisely these people
in peaceful cultural work which, it have proved to be the enemies of
would seem, neither belittles nor culture rather than the reverse.
violates anyone? Could this hos Moreover, no one is so helpful in
tility arise from lack of under our lives as enemies of precisely
standing or envy? Of course not. this quality. Our keenness of
We must search for it in another, vision, our indefatigability, our ca
deeply-rooted human quality which pacity for work, we owe in a great
also emanates from ignorance.
measure to them. These enemies,
We must speak unceasingly as you know, do not stop at small
about making objects of art a part formulae; on the contrary, it is pre
of our everyday life. We shall cisely they who are liberal with
have also to speak about books, the exaggeration. They possess a mag
friends of our lives, which are neg nificent dictionary of hatred be
lected in so many homes. And we fore which the language of friends
shall have to appeal to the rulers often pales and seems faint. Too
and presidents of many countries, often in life do we lose our vocabu
asking them not to place the De lary for good, for gratitude, and
partment of Education and Fine for praise. We are often ashamed
Arts as the last on their lists of even to think that someone might
state departments. In this connec suspect us of gratitude; we are
tion, we shall encounter many com often afraid of being suspected of
ments affirming that these two revering the Hierarchy of Good.
most vital factors of evolution do Yet enemies, urging us to indefati
not in the least merit first place. gable activity, also forge for us the
Often this will be said not because armor of heroic achievement.
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I remember that once a great
painter, when told that someone
had slandered him, pondered for
a while, then shook his head and
said: “That’s strange, I have never
done anything good to him.” This
remark gave proof of great wis
dom of life. And the same wisdom
of life could also suggest to us, that
in spite of everything, we should
untiringly promote in life the sim
ple truth concerning the preserva
tion and the unfoldment of culture.
Many years’ experience have
demonstrated to us that art and
knowledge have bloomed forth in
places where they were recognized
by those at the helm of govern
ment as the greatest stimuli of
life. There where the rulers of
States, the dignitaries of the
Church and all teachers of life
united in striving towards the
beautiful, a renaissance took place,
a regeneration about which vol
umes of admiration are now being
written. If we know exactly what
outside factors have promoted art
and knowledge, would it not be the
easiest way, in the name of cul
ture, to apply these same methods
again? For the embryos of all
these possibilities do exist, and are
only crushed by the deadened tra
ditions of unsuccessful epochs.
But we know that activities in this
direction prove always to be true,
noble activities. And, therefore, in
full sincerity, we can strengthen
each other in this great achieve
ment. Think what happiness it is
to realize that we, scattered in va
rious countries, can feel the invisi
ble, friendly hand always ready to
extend spiritual aid and support.

When, in the name of the beauti
ful, in the name of culture, we
turn to the rulers of States and
Churches, we bring them help also,
for many of them would like to be
a Lorenzo the Magnificent, in the
highest sense of this word, did not
petty superstitions and prejudices
interfere with their impulses.
Someone might ask, “Is it time
ly, right now, at the moment of
general material crisis, to speak
about art and science?” Yes, pre
cisely now is the time.
The blooming of art and science
brings on the solution of life’s
crises. It forces men to ponder
life’s problems which can be solved
only by means of a bridge of
beauty. It gives wings to those
men who otherwise, under the yoke
of convention, would become a
herd of Panurges. In a word, the
blooming of art and knowledge
spiritualizes man’s individuality.
How very old is this truth and how
much needed just now, when de
structive forces are so active! It
is precisely now that one cannot,
even for an instant, forget the ad
vantages of true cultural epoch, in
order to advance bravely into the
future, leaning on these guideposts of the past.
To criticize and criticize greatly
is always possible, but critical dis
integration has already brought
many misfortunes upon mankind.
At this time it is an imperative
need to build, to assemble, to meet
and to draw from each other mu
tual courage in the realization that
everywhere, beyond mountain and
oceans, our friends are ready to
rejoice with us.

AMERICA'S WORK PHILOSOPHY
By J. GEORGE FREDERICK
HEN Einstein ventured the always was ready to abandon it for
opinion recently about Amer intellectual joys as soon as he felt
that his future was assured. In
icans, that they had apparently
“achieved a harmonious and happy America a new type of man has ap
relationship between work and liv peared, Homo Americanus, who
ing,” not everybody perhaps real works for work’s sake.”
Here is the picture as Europe has
ized what a timely and important
comment this was, nor, if it was seen it; dividing the world of men
true, what a high compliment it on the one hand into those lazy,
shiftless people (mostly Orientals
represented.
For many years the American and tropical people) who work only
idea about work has been under when necessity compels them, and
very severe fire by practically all then only sufficiently to obtain sim
the rest of the world, and one of the ple necessities; and on the other
most regrettable features of the sit hand into those who have developed
uation has been that the American a kind of insane passion about
philosophy of work has been per work (as Europe believes America
sistently misrepresented or misun has done), and work themselves to
death, scarcely knowing why. In
derstood abroad.
the
middle stand the European
Virtually, the rest of the world,
men,
according to this view, who
for instance, believes that Profes
take
a
superior, “civilized” stand
sor Corrado Gini of the University
toward
work by deigning to soil
of Rome stated the case with per
their
fingers
just long enough to
fect accuracy when he said several
lay
by
a
“competence”
and then,
months ago, “There are three types
with
a
great
sigh
of
relief,
retire.
of men in the world today. There
According
to
this
idea
of
life,
one
is the Homo Orientalis, or Oriental
is
a
simpleton
to
work
one
minute
man, who works just sufficiently to
provide food and shelter for him longer than necessary to acquire
self and his dependents. Then the bonds or the cash savings to
there is the Homo Europeus, or reach the particular point set as
European man, who has regarded life’s goal. If one inherits the
work as a means to an end and con needed money, then one is infi
fined its exercise to the advantages nitely lucky, because then one does
and pleasures it obtained him, but not dream of working at all, from
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