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ROERICH SOCIETY EVENTS 
HOLD WIDE INTEREST

During the month of December, the Roerich 
Society sponsored numerous activities of diverse 
cultural interest. Dr. R. V. D. Magoffin con
tinued bis series of Lectures on “Art and Arch
eology” under the auspices of Urusvati, Hima
layan Research Institute of Roerich Museum. 
Other Lectures included “Classics of Aviation” 
by Elizabeth H. Gregory; “Kentucky Mountain
eers” by Emmett Gowcn; ‘‘Wanted Supermen” 
by Dr. Charles Fleischer; "Hindu Music and 
Dance” by Vera Milanova and a Lecture on “Col
orful Yugoslavia” by Konstantin Kostich, illus
trated by Cinema. Under the auspices of the Aca
demy of Creative Arts, lectures were presented 
by Hayley Lever, Stanislaw Rembski, George 
Pearce Ennis. The Grupo Inter-Americano offered 
a lecture on the “Origins of Argentine Popular 
Music” by Carlos Videla-Rivero, illustrated at 
the piano by Hebe Marin; and an Argentine Mus
ical Extravaganza. Other group activities com
prised a Lecture on “Outlines of Polish Poetry” 
presented by Sigismond Stojowski, under the aus
pices of the Polish Institute of Arts and Letters; 
a musical and open meeting by the Finnish As
sociation; a Shakespeare Christmas Evening under 
the auspices of the Shakespeare Roerich Associa
tion; an Open Meeting of The Irish Foundation, 
si Round Table Discussion of “Good Earth” under 
the auspices of the Chinese Roerich Association. 
The Institute for Advanced Education offered 
Lectures on Abnormal Phychology by Dr. Jacob 
List; on Individual Phychology by Dr. W. Beran 
Wolfe; and by Dr. George Lawton on Young 
People’s Problems. Dramatic Presentations cov
ered a Reading on “Jeanne D’Arc” by Lucia Ga- 
rio; a Children’s Pupptt Play presented by Otto 
Kunz and a Christmas Miracle Play, “Holy Night" 
of Martinez Sierra, presented hv the Repertory 
Playhouse Associates under Herbert V. Gellendre.

WASHINGTON ROERICH SOCIETY 
HAS VARIED SEASON

The Washington Roerich Society has reported 
its season's activities beginning with the meeting 
of October 30 when a Recital of vocal numbers, 
dance and poetry was presented. On November 
20. the Society inaugurated its Slavic section. 
The special feature of the program was the read
ing by Mr. Perkins of the State Department of

BULGARIAN MINISTER TO OPEN 
FOLK-ART EXHIBIT

Following closely its splendidly successful show
ing of Portraits of Artists which closes January 
9th, the International Art Center of Roerich Mu
seum will sponsor simultaneously two exhibitions, 
lasting from January 14th to February 13th: A 
Collection of Antique Bulgarian Folk Embroi
dery and a Group of Thirty Drawings, Wood- 
Cuts and Decorative Color Designs by Raymond 
Bishop.

The exhibition of Folk Embroidery shown for 
the first time in this country will be presented 
under the distinguished patronage of His Excel
lency Simon Radeff, Bulgarian Minister to the 
United States , who will make a special trip from 
Washington to inaugurate the exhibition. The Ex
hibition, the largest private collection of its kind, 
comprises the collection of Velko M. Babq'ff, Di
rector of the Bulgarian Art Gallery, Sofia, who has 
brought it to this country.

Ranging from one to three hundred years of 
age, the ninety pieces of rich design and color 
have been assembled from parts of national cos
tumes, all made by peasants in the many districts 
of Macedonia and have been woven into tapestries, 
wall decorations, covers and cushions.

Mr. Bishop, whose works are to be shown, Js 
well known for his illustrations of works by' pro
minent authors, and was the winner of the annual 
prize of the Architectural League (1928) for his 
design for the Pasadena Museum of Fine; Arts.

During December the International Art Center 
has sponsored the following traveling erhilii- 
tions: Japanese Exhibition in the Los Angeles 
Museum of History, Science and Art; Tibetan 
Exhibition at the Buffalo Museum of Science; 
Contemporary’ Religious Art, Central Branch of 
the Brooklyn Y. M. C. A.; Reproductions of Roe
rich Paintings: University of Virginia, Newcomb 
Memorial College, New Orleans, La; University 
of Missouri, Columbia; William Woods College, 
Fulton, Mo.

his translations of poems by Pushkin, Joukowsky 
and Lermontoff. His Excellency, Mr. Slavko 
Pitamic, Minister from Yugoslavia was also pre
sent, Mrs. M. Hanenfeldt, Secretary of the So
ciety, gave a talk on Russian music at the follow
ing meeting on November 30th and on Decem
ber 11th, Mr. Elliot Clark who is holding an ex
hibition at the Sears-Roebuck Gallery, spoke on 
“Genesis of Art" at a reception given in his honor.

R oerich Museum Bulletin
Vol. III. JANUARY. 1933.

“ANGELUS”
By Nicholas Roericii

T N THE FAR OFF Himalayas the mail runner 
* with spear, bells and horn, is bringing the mail. 
The New York Times of August 12th, is precisely 
a month on its way and precisely a year since our 
first Conference in Bruges.

There is a cable in the Times about the success 
of the Second Conference of our Union for the 
Protection of the Monuments of Art and Science. 
On the next page of the same newspaper there 
is another communication from Paris. I quote 
it in its entirety and all its starkness:

A Mechanic Slashes ‘Angelas’ in Louvre to 
‘‘Call Attention to his poverty. Paris, August 11th. 
Pierre Guillard, 31 year old mechanic, who re
cently lost his position with the electric company’, 
has infleted three gashes on the ‘Angelus’, the 
famous painting of Millet, in the Louvre.

"According to his own confession, he did this 
in order to call attention to his miserable situa
tion. The Administration of the Louvre reports 
that the restoration of the canvas will be com
paratively easy, because it has only' three cuts, one 
under the hand of the praying woman, another 
through the hip of the peasant who faces her, 
and the third, a long cut between these figures.

‘‘Guillard committed this attack without warn
ing and at first he resisted the guards who came 
to disarm him. Finally' he surrendered and was 
arrested. The Ministry of Education and Fine 
Arts will start proceedings against him.

“ ‘Angelus’ is the most famous work of Millet, 
and is regarded as one of the most celebrated 
art works in the world. It was f ainted in 1858- 
59 and for a time was the property of an Amer
ican collector. In 1910 it was again acquired by 
the French dealer M. Chochar, who gave it to the 
nation.”

Thus, at the very time of the conference for 
the protection of the monuments of Art, one of 
the greatest masterpieces of Genius was mutilated. 
Once again it is comprehensible why' the univer
sal recognition of the Protective Pact is so per
sistently and undeferrablv needed. During re
cent years we have become convinced that it is 
not at all only the official wars that threaten the 
irreplaceable creations of human genius; not only-
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war but insidious barbarism and savagery- threaten, 
perhaps to a greater extent, the best monuments 
of creativeness.

Not in the skins of cavemen, but in smoking- 
jackets, sit these "gentlemen” who shamefully 
exclaim “To Hell with Culture”! Unpunishable 
in their destructive arrogance and ignorance.

There is many a Haerostratus 1 We set down 
the name of an insane mechanic as a most shame
ful stigma, but not to burden the pages of his
tory. Criminal savagery- turns first of all against 
the most exalted and perfect creations. Ignorance 
attempts to disfigure the greatest—therein is the 
hideous seal of darkness.

Verily, the most penetrating universal measures 
are needed in order to renew- the traditions of 
Culture. Let us hope from the depths of our 
hearts, that the newly formed World League of 
Culture will truly- enlighten universally all the 
embittered, bewildered, obscured hearts, with a 
new- and benevolent life.

Upon the mountain fields they are harvesting 
the barley, the hearty songs of labor ring out: and 
it is still more sorrowful to think that an apotheo
sis of labor so touching and solemn as “Angelus” 
is mutilated by- the hand of a dark and criminal 
insanity. There is no vindication for it! One 
feels only horror before the savageness, before 
the chaos of darkness.

The communication that the painting can be 
comparatively well restored echoes painfully. From 
many years of collecting and expertizing we 
know what a crippled painting means. What a 
multitude of such incurable cripples one has had 
to look at. regret'ing the inevitable consequences 
which sooner or later will make themselves felt. 
There exists no restoration which, through the 
ages, w-ill not become apparent, by reason of the 
difference of materials. How many irreparable 
fissures, how many- cuts, have been inflicted by- 
ignorance. How much of that which is most pre
cious was wiped out or turned to ashes by the 
barbarian destroyer. No matter how well the 
“Angelus’’ w-ill be restored, painted over, and 
covered with thick glass, if w-ill nevertheless be 
a cripple and the traces of this criminal attack 
w-ill emerge and become apparent as the ulcers 
of the shame of our age.

(Continued on Page 2}
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“Angelus”

(Continued from page i)
Let us not condemn the guardian. A criminal 

hand will reach everywhere if the brain and the 
heart are intent upon criminality. But from the 
earliest years of childhood, it ought to be taught 
in the home and in the school, wherein lie the 
true universal and spiritual values. If we realize 
that Ancient China and Egypt revered creation 
more than we, it will seem a very unfortunate 
realization. A mechanic has mutilated the ‘‘Ange
lus’’. Is it not significant? Does this not recall 
the difference between the mechanical civilization 
and culture? Thank God that such a “mechanic” 
is not related to the true builders, investigators, 
and improvers of life.

Only recently we learned of the destroyed Go
yas in Spain, and about the peril of a valuable 
library in Shanghai and of many other barbar
isms. People say it is a national fury. But why 
does it strike the beautiful and not the ugly? 
Shame!

In the entire world the “Days of Culture” are 
being celebrated. This is well. Let them cons
titute a true homage to Light, Beauty and Know
ledge, which will make the hands of the barbar
ians fall before the creations of the Beautiful.

Should one speak of the significance of Know
ledge, of Beauty? Is it not a truism? But re
ality in all its ugliness forces one indefatigably 
and continuously to implore the affirmation of 
cultural foundations. Instead of the repast of 
labor, in all its solemnity and constructiveness, 
there may come the night of the conflagration 
of destruction. You yourself, see that it may 
occur in spite of all the "Olympic Games”, which, 
unlike the ancient games, sometimes finish with 
a wild fist fight.

The same newspaper which informs us of the 
mutilation of the “Angelus” communicates also 
about the conference of twenty-three countries 
dedicated to the protection of Monuments of Art 
and Science. Let all the Leagues, Institutions, 
Museums, Societies, Institutes, Conferences, Con
ventions, grow and multiply in order, through en
lightenment, to expel all the horrors of ignorance 
and darkness.

A heart which is aware of enlightenment will 
not mutilate the “Angelus”.
Himalayas, Sept. 13, 1932.

EUROPEAN CENTER ASSEMBLES 
MANY NATIONS

News from the European Center again indi
cates the wide diversity of its activities. On De
cember 11, the French Roerich Association held 
a meeting at which M. Marc Chesneau delivered 
a lecture on Sweden and Dr. George Chklaver 
read the general reports of the Activities of the 
Association for the past year. The following 
were elected members of the Administrative Coun
cil : M. Raoul Laparra, Inspector General of Fine 
Arts and Knight of the Legion of Honor; M. 
Marc Chesneau; M. Paul de Lapradelle, Doctor 
of Laws; Count de Rochefort and M. H. Schne- 
cberger, Auditor of Accounts.

On November 19th, the Siberian and Far East
ern Society held a meeting in which S. V. Vos- 
tiotine, former member of the Imperial Duma, 
delivered a lecture on Siberia. On December 
14th, the Group, “Affirmation” held a meeting, 
at which Prince Chirinsky delivered a lecture on 
“Contemporary Movements Among the Young 
Generation’’. M. Valentin Andreieff read an ap
peal to the young to join the rank of those who 
fight for spiritual culture. The same group also 
arranged a lecture by Mr. Zouboff on Contem
porary Religious Movements.”

A series of lectures has been arranged at the 
Center by Mr. L. T. Khroll. The opening Lec
ture was given on November 3, on "The Orien
tal Church”. Other Lectures included “Holy 
Night” and ‘‘Creation”.

Contributions to the Roerich Foundation Pro 
Pace, Arte, Scientiae et Lahore included a Col
lection of Photographs and a Book on Art from 
the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. The City of 
Torun has donated a Collection of Photographs 
for the Roerich Foundation. The City of Liege, 
Belgium, has also made a contribution of a Col
lection of Photographs.

“Angelus” an article of Professor Roerich has 
been published in “La Flandre Liberale’’ of Bel
gium. Articles on the Roerich Peace Pact and 
Banner have appeared in the official organ of the 
Red Cross Committee of Geneva, “Revue Inter
national de la Croix Rouge” and the “Messenger 
d’Athenes”.

Te Roerich Peace Pact has won the moral sup
port of the International Red Cross Committee 
at Geneva.

PRESIDENT-ELECT ROOSEVELT 
SENDS A GRACIOUS MESSAGE
It is extremely gratifying to mention that, 

in a letter to Mr. Louis L. Horch, President 
of the Roerich Museum acknowledging the 
Congratulatory Message of the Trutees of 
the Roerich Museum, President-Elect 
Franklin D. Roosevelt most graciously 
wntes:
“My dear Mr. Horch;

“Thank you for your message of congra
tulation and good will. I hope that you 
will act for me in expressing to the Trustees 
of the Museum my appreciation of that 
friendly message.

"May I also hope that your organization 
may surmount the difficulties which I know 
it has encountered. I trust that the Roerich 
Museum also may enjoy the ‘new day’ 
which we believe is coming to the country.

"Yours very sincerely, 
“(Signed) “Franklin D. Roosevelt.”

BIOCHEMICAL BUILDING 
PROGRESSES AT URUSVATI

News received from the headquarters of the 
Himalayan Research Institute at Naggar, Kulu, 
India, indicates that the entire framework of the 
Biochemical and Cancer Research Laboratories 
is now complete and that inside work on the two 
Cancer Research Rooms, Study and Library has 
been finished. The Organic, General, Physical, 
Photometric and Refrigeration rooms, require only 
the instalation of water and electrical equipment 
before they will be ready for use.

A number of most colorful specimens from the 
splendid ornithological collection sent here from 
Urusvati, are now on display at the Urusvati 
Museum in New York. These are a part of the 
collection of more than 3200 ornithological speci
mens secured in the plains and mountain regions 
of the Himalayas, by the Institute. In addition 
the Urusvati Museum has received from head
quarters sixty wild game specimens and three 
cases of botanical specimens which are now being 
studied at the New York Botanical Gardens, un
der the personal supervision of Dr. E. D. Merrill.

Work is also proceeding on the Tibetan-En
glish Dictionary now being compiled by Dr. 
George Roerich in collaboration with the dis
tinguish Tibetan scholar, Lama Lobzang Mingyur 
Dorje. In the words of the compiler, “A good 
Tibetan Dictionary, embodying the results of mo
dern researches in the field of Tibetan linguistics

MASTER INSTITUTE OFFERS 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR BLIND

Special work with the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped, emphasized by the Master Institute 
since its inauguration, will receive further im
petus this month in the awarding of additional 
scholarships to such students by Sina and Mau
rice Lichtman in Piano and Piano Pedagogy,, 
and by Pietro Montana in Sculpture. A contest 
determining the awards will be held on January 
10th at the Master Institute.

Talented boys from New York City High 
Schools were recently also recipients of scholar
ships in the Clay Modelling Department under 
Mrs. Adele Spitzer.

Students activities were admirably indicated in 
the three recitals given by artist-students of Mas
ter Institute at Sloan House, Y. M. C. A. Four 
murals by the students have been loaned to the 
Fifth Avenue Hospital where they are now on 
exhibition in the convalescent department.

Current lectures included Victor Hafner’s re
cent talk on “Michael Angelo's Cupola for Saint 
Peter s’ and Frances R. Grant’s series of Lectures 
on Comparative Philosophies. Beginning on Jan
uary 7th, Mr. Newton will begin a series of 
lectures on Polyphonic Masters, including Mozart, 
Brahms, Strauss, Debussy and Ravel. Mrs. Licht- 
mann, Director of the Master Institute, recently 
lectured at the Passaic Women’s Club on ‘‘Art 
Consciousnness and at the Phsychiatric Institute 
on Art of Roerich”. She also spoke at the 
National Opera Club on “Opera Consciousness.” 
On the afternoon of January 7th the Junior 
Students in the Drama and ballet dep artments 
will present a Recital.

Mr. Gilbert Foldes began his course in Gobelin 
and Tapestry Weaving in December. Another 
Faculty Member, Mr. Harold Tishler has held 
an exhibition of his enamels, pottery and silver 
work at the International Art Center during De
cember.

and philology, has long been a great desiratum. 
Such a Dictionary has now been undertaken by 
the Himalayan Research Institute of Roerich Mu
seum. The new Dictionary includes in addition 
to the material found in already existing Tibetan 
dictionaries published in European languages, the 
rich material found in numerous lexicographical 
works issued in Tibet, China, and Mongolia and 
previously unexplored by Western Science. Be
sides the above material the compilers will add a 
a ast material collected by them in the course of 
their researches and which will be published here 
for the first time.”


