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POPE PIUS XI. PRESENTED WITH 
NICHOLAS ROERICH’S PAINTING

Professor Roerich’s painting, “Himalayas”, has 
been chosen by His Excellency Mgr. Luigi Mag
lione, Archbishop of Cesares, Apostolic Nuncio in 
Paris and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, during his 
recent call at the European Center of the Roerich 
Museum in Paris, as the painting for presentation 
to Pope Pius XI. Mgr. Luigi Maglione was ac
companied by the Prelate-Auditor of the Nuncia
ture, and made his official call at the European 
Center of the Roerich Museum on the morning of 
May 15th. The illustrious guests were received by 
Mme. de Vaux Phalipau, President, and Dr. G. 
Chklaver, Secretary-General of the European Cen
ter. Mgr. Maglione expressed his great admiration 
for Prof. Roerich’s paintings, on permanent exhi
bition at the Center, and recalled his meeting with 
Prof. Roerich in 1930. He also mentioned how 
touched would be Pope Pius XI. by the homage 
rendered him by the great artist. The Nuncio also 
expressed his sympathy with the Roerich Pact and 
his deep appreciation of the Insignia of the Roerich 
Museum awarded to him in 1930. Mgr. Maglione 
will communicate to His Eminence Cardinal Pa- 
celli, Secretary of State and Director of the Vati
can Museum, about the placing of Prof. Roerich’s 
painting.

PAN AMERICAN WOMEN HONOR 
SPECIAL CHILEAN ENVOY

A reception in honor of H. E. Sr. Don Pedro 
Torres, Special Envoy from Chile to the Washing
ton Preliminary Conferences and the London Eco
nomic Conference, and Señora de Torres was given 
by the Pan American Women’s Association of the 
Roerich Museum on June 6th. Erances R. Grant, 
President of the Pan American Women’s Associa
tion, gave an address of welcome in Spanish to 
which Sr. Torres responded. Among those present 
were the Hon. Benjamin Cohn, Chargé d’Affaires 
of Chile; Mr. Horch, President of the Roerich 
Museum ; M r. Carlos Lee, Commercial Attaché of 
Chile ; the Hon. A. Grez, Consul General of Chile ; 
the Hon. Eduardo Jaramillo, Consul General of 
Ecuador, and numerous other official and cultural 
friends of Pan American understanding.

MASTER INSTITUTE’S SEASON
ENDS WITH SPECIAL EVENTS

Commencement exercises of the Master Institute 
were held on June 1 at Roerich Hall. The seven 
graduating students in painting and piano included 
Doris Wiimann, Richard Sharpe, Ethel Burton, 
Florence Simoni, Francis Olden, Addi Prohaska 
and Elsa Cabrera. Mr. Horch gave the graduation 
address and presented the certificates to the stu
dents. Ethel Burton, representing the students, 
gave the valedictory address, and Mrs. Sina Licht- 
mann. Director of the Master Institute, closed with 
an address to the graduates. This was followed by 
a musical program presented excellently by Miss 
Prohaska and Miss Cabrera, pianists, and Stephen 
Slipoushkin, basso, holder of the Nicholas Roerich 
Scholarship in voice.

On June 3, the annual students’ exhibition was 
opened in the International Art Center, indicating 
the excellent standard of work upheld in all depart
ments. Murals, paintings, drawings, sculpture and 
tapestry were shown, winning great enthusiasm 
from the large public and especial tribute to the 
students of Howard A. Giles, dean of the art de
partment. An outstanding feature of the exhibition 
was the work in sculpture by the blind. This work, 
the result of four months' training of blind scholar
ship students under Mr. Pietro Montana, in the 
Department of the Blind of the Master Institute, 
fully vindicates its purpose—that of widening the 
creative fields of blind students. The highly grati
fying ccmments of public and critics are indicated 
by the art critic of the New York Sun, who writes, 
“Exhibitions of students' art work abound as the 
school season ends. Easily the most outstanding of 
these just opened is the annual students’ showing at 
the Master Institute of Roerich Museum.” The 
Exhibition closed on June 30th and is shortly 
scheduled to open at a special exhibition on the 
estate of Mr. P. F. Chaikin, Lake Edenwold, But
ler, New Jersey.

The summer session of the Master Institute, 
lasting from July 6th to August 17th, will include 
classes in mural, fresco, painting and design under 
Paul Gandal and B. Margolis. Classes in free paint
ing and drawing will be under Earle Schrack. 
Classes in piano and piano pedagogy under Maurice 
M. Lichtmann, dean of the Music Department, 
David Barnett, Ethel Prince Thompson and Sina 
Lichtmann. These will include individual and class 
instruction.

Vol. iii JULY, 1933

THE RADIANT CITY

By Nicholas Roerich

TO regard the beautiful means to improve.”— 
(Plato.)

“Man becomes that of which he thinks.”— 
(Upanishads.)

“Comprehend the unlicensed, console the faint
hearted ones, defend weak ones, have patience in 
everything.”—(Apostle Paul.)

"Illumine yourself with the light of knowledge.” 
(Ossia, 10.-12.)

“Man has to become the co-worker of heaven 
and earth. . . . All beings nourish each other.

“Consciousness, humaneness and courage are the 
three universal qualities, but sincerity is needed to 
apply them.” “Does there not exist a panacea for 
everything that exists? Is it not love to humanity? 
Do not do unto others that which you do not wish 
done unto you.

“If man would know how to govern himself what 
difficulty could he encounter in governing a state?

“An ignoramus proud of his knowledge, a non
entity excessively desirous of freedom, a man who 
returns to ancient customs, are subject to unavoid
able calamities.”—(Confucius.)

How ancient all this is and how needed now. 
Does it perhaps only seem to us that there is such a 
necessity not only for faith but also for the profes
sion of faith? No, friends, this is not merely seem
ing. The news of each day shocks one through the 
turmoil of the world. The Apostle Paul and Plato 
and, Confucius give courage again, because they 
passed through all the horrors of spiritual turmoil, 
and Solomon the Wise confirms: “And this will 
pass.”

Verily, it will pass. Pilgrims are going to 
Shambhala and Belovodye. No abysses can stop 
the striving of spirit. Known are Prester John and 
Gessar Khan and the Lord of Shambha'a. Behind 
the White Mountains are ringing the bells of the 
abodes.

Among the spiritual movements born of the past 
few years, especially resounds that of the pilgrims 
of the “Rad’ant City”. Brother Alexis speaks in his 
teachings of their pilgrimages : “Amidst the mire 
of the World's untruth, amidst the jungles of false 
knowledge, avoiding the rocks of human stupidity, 
thou wilt reach the plains of thy searches and the
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eight roads which lead to them. And in its midst is 
a lake of living water. The path to it lies in the 
circles of pilgrims. Thou wiit become a pilgrim 
in order to awaken within them the longing to per
fection. Say, whether thou art willing to respect 
all quests! Dost thou wish to penetrate into the 
quests of others? Dost thou wish to seek the light 
of perfection? Hast thou answered, 'I so wish'? 
Pilgrim, thou art accepted into our circle. Here is 
a staff with wings for thee. Proceed, Flower of the 
circle of pilgrims—buckthorn.

“ Thou who hast understood the longing of the 
buckthorn to be upon all paths everywhere along 
the road, and yet never to know whether it be upon 
the path—here I give thee the blue star of a corn
flower, let it lead thee. The blue stars of the corn
flowers bloom upon the gold of the rye fields. But 
thou who hast come, what fields hast thou sown? 
Do not pass by the fields longing for love; sow 
them with the gold of free strivings. Take an ear; 
in it thou wilt find seeds for the sowing. From 
each seed, sown by thee, let there grow a new 
Radiant City. And they are all One. Fruitless are 
the unwatered fields. . . . Then let the ruby-col
ored carnation bloom upon thy chest. Go. I shall 
meet thee on the path.

“The Radiant City stands upon a pure lake. Four 
brotherhoods lead to it: the Oriental Brotherhood 
of John—a brotherhood of religious creativeness 
and preaching of the spirit; the Northern Brother
hood of Boyanov—the brotherhood of the magic of 
art; the Pythagorian Brotherhood — a western 
brotherhood of science and philosophy; the South
ern Brotherhood of Mikula—the brotherhood of 
love and sacrifice.

“The pilgrims went upon pilgrimages and in
formed each other about them during their spiritual 
repasts. At the appointed places the pi'grims met, 
and partook of their common repast, consisting of 
bread, wine and fruit, under the open sky.”

Are not wondrously beautiful such quests ? Is it 
not significant that in all magazines now rings out 
the word Culture? To this panacea, people are at
tracted from all ends of the world. Here is a call 
of Culture from Bulgaria, there is one from India, 
and one from Esthonia and one from Buenos 
Aires. In a hearty striving, people realize where 
the panacea lies.
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But, of course, there are just as many voices 
afraid of this light-bearing word. Yet without 
this there would be no Armageddon, there would 
be no calamities to disturb not only the markets, 
bazaars, but also destroy the temples. To those 
who fear the word Culture, we shall refer the 
article of Dr. Cousins, “The Salvation of Civiliza
tion is through Culture", or to the book of Proctor, 
“Evolution of Culture”, or to Bacon, who under
lined the significance of this conception. Only re
cently a Professor of New York University, Mr. 
Radosavljevich, wrote beautifully about Culture— 
the Reverence of Light. Swami Djagadisvarananda, 
speaking of Culture, concludes, “Similar to religion 
and science, Art and Culture are universal beyond 
the boundaries of all ignorant limitations”. Sri 
Vasvani dedicates to the same conception his beau
tiful book, “Religion and Culture”. On the other 
continent, Louis Madeleine speaks of Culture as 
being “very humane”, and also speaks of its power 
and attraction. How many beautiful voices, how 
much of mutual understanding and how many 
pledges for true constructiveness they contain.

Let us not fear all those who are terrified and 
let us proceed courageously by the path of collect
ing all beautiful and eternal beginnings.

Let us remember about cooperation in all its 
manifestations. Let us attract the most varied 
workers towards the coming labor so that there 
should be no negation and extinction. For every
one can manifest in his own life the highest meas
ure of friendliness. Everyone knows in his heart 
where is evil, where is ignorance, and he thus will 
be firm in counteracting evil.

“All for one and one for all”; according to this 
old formula, let us find inexhaustible strength.

"The world is not better.” Verily it is so! The 
world structure is cracking. But where there are 
pilgrims, where there are stone-masons, where 
there are creators, hope itself is being transmuted 
into straight-knowledge. This knowledge speaks of 
the immediacy of the hour. Let us hasten and be 
not afraid.

The Book “World of Fire” thus ordains the 
courageous constructiveness:

“470. The manifestation of the loss of coopera
tion makes people so helpless! The loss of con-
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cordance of the rhythm destroys all possibilities of 
new achievements. You yourself see what difficul
ties are generated through disunity. Such a state 
is very dangerous.”

“474. Poor is that master-craftsman who does 
not use the entire riches of nature. For the expe
rienced wood-carver, a bent tree is a precious 
treasure. A good weaver uses every spot for the 
ornamentation of the carpet. The goldsmith re
joices at every unusual alloy of metals. Only a 
mediocre craftsman will deplore everything un
usual. Only a scant imagination is satisfied with 
the limitations imposed by other people. A true 
master-craftsman develops in himself a great acute
ness and resourcefulness. The blissful spell of 
craftsmanship liberates the master-craftsman from 
disappointment. Even the night does not bring 
darkness for the master, but only a variety of form 
from the one Fire. No one can induce a master- 
craftsman to stray wanderings because he knows 
the inexhaustibility of the essence. In the name of 
this one-ness the master collects every flower and 
builds an eternal accord. He will regret the loss 
of any material. But people far from mastership 
lose the best treasures. They reiterate the best 
prayers and incantations, but like dust these 
chipped and unfulfilled rhythms are carried away. 
The fragments of knowledge are turned into the 
dust of the desert of death. The human heart 
knows of the Fire, but the intellect tries to obscure 
this manifested wisdom. People say, ‘he burnt 
from wrath, or withered from envy, or he became 
aflame with desire’. In a multitude of expressions, 
precise and clear, people know of the’ significance 
of Fire. But these people are not master-crafts
men, and they are ready to scatter senselessly the 
pearls so needed by themselves! One cannot under
stand human generosity, when the treasures of 
Light are being destroyed. People do not avoid a 
single possibility of denial. They are ready to ex- 
tingri.h all fires around themselves, only to say, 
that there is no fire in them. Yet to extinguish 
fires and to admit darkness is the horror of igno
rance.”

“478. The fiery consciousness gives that invin
cible optimism which leads toward Truth; Truth 
itself, in its essence, is positive. There is no nega
tion there, where fire creates. One must accept the 
conditions of the world according to the level of 
fiery consciousness. It is difficult to be reconciled 
to the conventionality of the vestments of con
structiveness. The course of life with its many 
details impedes the assimilation of fire. But if one 
contacts the Fiery World at least once, then all the 
husk becomes unnoticeable. Thus one should be 
guided by the higher level, without being disturbed 
by the imperfections of the surroundings.”

ROERICH PEACE BANNER CONVENTION 

PLANNED IN WASHINGTON FOR NOVEMBER

A Convention for the Roerich Banner of Peace 
is to be held in Washington, D. C., on November 
17th and 18th, 1933, by the Roerich Museum, for 
the purpose of promoting the world-wide endorse
ment of the Roerich Pact and Banner of Peace. It 
is expected that this Convention, which follows the 
first two Conventions held with such signal success 
in the City of Bruges, Belgium, in 1931 and 1932, 
will be attended by a large number of international 
delegates from many countries, as well as cultural 
leaders from many parts of the world. The prelim
inary announcement of this event ,has won wide en
thusiasm among governmental officials and cultural 
leaders and it is anticipated that the widest re
sponse will be accorded to the aims of the Con
vention.

According to the preliminary plans, there will be 
three sessions devoted to various deliberations in 
regard to the Roerich Pact and Banner of Peace on 
November 17th. These will be concluded by a 
Banquet and special program. The morning of 
November 18 h will be devoted to such final dis
cussions and definite action as the various sessions 
have determined upon.

To all friends of culture this announcement is of 
greatest significance since it indicates another step 
in the remarkable advances made by the Roerich 
Pact and Banner of Peace since its creation and 
promulgation by Nicholas Roerich in 1929. The

CONTINUE WIDE ACTIVITIES IN EUROPEAN CENTER

M. Alexander Baschmakoff gave the three final 
lectures of his series, respectively, on “Origins of 
the Khozars”, “Ancient Peoples of Asia Minor”, 
and the final one, on “Ancient Peoples of the 
Crimea”. A capacity audience attended. Deep ap
preciation was expressed by M. Baschmakoff to 
Prof. Roerich and the European Center for the 
hospitality extended to him.

The Literary Circle of the group “Affirmation” 
was held on May 17th. with M. Nicholas Buloff, 
author, presiding. On May 24th an Editorial Com
mittee of the Bulletin “To-morrow” of the same 
group was held. The Venerable Bhikshu Ananda, 
accompanied by Dr. Dharmasena of Ceylon, visited 
the Center and told of the reverence in which Prof.

Roerich Pact and Banner of Peace has already 
been unanimously endorsed by the International 
Museums’ Committee of the League of Nations as 
well as by governmental and cultural bodies and by 
leaders of culture throughout the world. In 1931 
and 1932 successive international conventions were 
held in the city of Bruges, under the protection of 
that city, with Dr. M. Adatci, President of the Per
manent Court of International Justice at The 
Hague, as Protector and Nicholas Roerich, creator 
and founder of the plan, as Honorary President, 
and M. Camille Tulpinck as President. In the 
Convention and accompanying Exhibition some 
twenty-three nations were represented, and as a 
result the permanent Roerich Foundation for 
Peace, Art, Science and Labor was founded in that 
city. It is confidently hoped that with the coming 
International Convention, now to be held in Wash
ington, a new step of greatest international signifi
cance will be added to the admirable steps already 
laid.

Individuals and organizations will be enabled to 
cooperate with the Convention and assist in the 
furtherance of its ideals, through individuals and 
organization memberships of various classes, which 
it is hoped will meet with wide enthusiasm. The 
preliminary plans for the Convention are being 
completed as the Bulletin goes to press, and very 
shortly it is anticipated that the further details and 
program of the Convention will be announced.

Roerich was held in Ceylon. Expression of appre
ciation to Dr. George Roerich on his book, “Sur 
les Pistes de l’Asie Centrale”, have come from 
General Gouraud, Military Governor of Paris, also 
H. E. Hubert Lyautey, Marshal of France, and 
Their Excellencies the Ministers Plenipotentiary 
of Yugoslavia and Lithuania.

Several articles on the Icon Exhibition have ap
peared among them in “Renaissance” of Paris and 
“Last News”. Articles on Roerich Pact have ap
peared in “Defense de l’Art”, Brussels, for May, 
and an article on Prof. Roerich's paintings in 
“L’Echo de Belgrade”, official journal of the Yugo
slavian government, which expresses the hope that 
Prof. Roerich will visit Yugoslavia.


