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Verily it is. significant that now at the time of 

these prophetic, fiery addresses, precisely the crea
tions of the Master himself are being destroyed by 
the hands of vandals. Precisely at the moment 
when Roerich's heart aches for the creations of old 
and .contemporary masters, his huge panels are be
ing' deliberately cut to pieces, seemingly as an ill- 
omened 'evidence of destructive barbarism.

As I remember, there are no sketches of these 
destroyed panels at the Roerich Museum in New 
York, but in private foreign Collections there must 
be some preliminary compositions — hence we 
would advise the Board of Trustees of the Roerich 
Museum, if possible, to collect these sketches or at 
least to exhibit all the reproductions which may be 
easily obtained from the mentioned publications. 
Visual proof always is among the most convincing 
—hence during the time of the convention for the 
Protection of Monuments of Art and Science these 
reproductions framed in mourning would be one of 
the most vivid demonstrations of the necessity of 
establishing with utmost urgency the international 
agreement for the Protection of the Monuments of 
Culture.

Sixty-three Societies, named for Roerich and in
spired by the Master’s ideals for the protection and 
diffusion of education and culture, are spread 
Ihrough twenty-four countries. All these enlight
ened groups of people, among whom are many 
names of universal fame, should pay attention to 
the shocking deliberateness with which works 
which have already obtained universal fame are 
being destroyed. And is there not an especial trag
edy in the fact that at a time when Roerich inde- 
fatigably continues his creation in the remote 
Himalayas, and his paintings receive new honors in 
Museums of various countries, that just then, in the 
home-land of the artist, the knives of vandals slash 
h s creations.

There is a martyrdom of men, but there is also a 
martyrdom of creative works.

Truly, the Banner of Peace and Culture, which is 
so opportunely and eloquently proposed by Roerich, 
is urgently needed.

PROMETHEUS.

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS 
WELCOMED AT MUSEUM

Among recent international visitors of promi
nence to the Roerich Museum were Prof. Dr. Ar
nold Heim of Zurich, delegate to the International 
Geological Congress now being held in Washing
ton, D. C. Prof. Heim expressed deep interest in 
the work of Dr. George Roerich and presented his 
book, “Expedition of 1931 to Chinese Tibet”, to the 
Library.

Mrs. James I. Miller, only woman in the delega
tion of three, officially sent by Brazil to the Chicago 
Convention, also visited the Museum and expressed 
her appreciation of the work carried on by the 
Museum towards Brazilian-American cultural un
derstanding.

Another visitor was Mr. I. V. Kouliaeff, who, 
following his visit, sent a gift to the collections of 
the Museum of a sable and brocade Mongolian- 
Buryat costume of an Asiatic Prince-Noyon, “in 
token of appreciation of the great cultural work of 
Nicholas Roerich.”

A group of 100 Ministers now attending the Con
ference of Ministers of Union Theological Semi
nary, also visited the Roerich Museum in a body 
and expressed their appreciation of the Museum 
and of the Roerich Pact and Banner of Peace.

ROERICH MUSEUM PRESS HONORS 
STRIBLING AT LUNCHEON

A Luncheon in honor of T. S. Stribling, winner 
of the Pulitzer Prize for his novel, “The Store", 
was given by the Roerich Museum Press Commit
tee. Frances R. Grant presided and the speakers 
included, in addition to Mr. Stribling, Dean Carl 
Ackermann, of the Columbia University School of 
Journalism, Blair Niles, George Sylvester Viereck, 
Orton Tewson, and Henry James Forman. This 
was the final event of the season, during which 
Literary Luncheons were held in honor of Mrs. 
Pearl Buck, Hendrik Van Loon, Christopher Mor
ley, and Mrs. Gertrude Atherton. The Literary 
Luncheons will be resumed in the early Fall.
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THE MISSION OF WOMANHOOD

By Nicholas Roerich

TJ1 ROM the most ancient days, woman has worn a 
•*- wreath upon her head. With this wreath she is 
said to have pronounced the most sacred incanta
tions. Is it not the wreath of Unity? And is not 
this blessed unity the highest responsibility and 
beautiful mission of womanhood? From woman, 
one may hear that we must seek disarmament not 
in warships and guns, but in our spirits. And from 
where can the young generation hear its first caress 
of unification ? Only from the mother.

To both East and West, the image of the Great 
Mother — womanhood — is the bridge of ultimate 
unification. To Raj-Rajesvari, the all-powerful 
Mother, the Hindu of yesterday and today sings his 
song. To her the women bring their golden flowers 
and at her feet they lay the fruits for benediction, 
carrying them back to their hearths. After glorify
ing her image, they immerse it in the water, lest an 
impure breath should touch the Beauty of the 
World. To the Mother is dedicated the site on the 
Great White Mountain which has never been 
climbed. Because, when the hour of extreme need 
strikes, it is said that there She will stand and will 
lift up Her Hand for the salvation of the world. 
And encircled by all whirl-winds and all light, She 
will rise like a pillar of space, summoning all the 
forces of the far-off worlds.

In this way it happens that when the West speaks 
of the “'Hundred-Armed One” of the Orthodox 
Church, it is but another facet of the images of the 
many-armed all benevolent Kwan Yin. When the 
West exalts with reverence the gold-embroidered 
garment of the Italian Madonna, and feels the deep 
penetration of the paintings of Duccio and Fra 
Angelico, we are reminded of the symbols of the 
manv-eyed Omniscient Dukkar. We remember the 
All-Compassionate. We remember the multitudi
nous aspects of the All-Bestowing and All-Merci
ful. We remember how correctly the psychology of 
the people has conceived the ikonography of sym
bols and what an enormous knowledge lies hidden 
at present under the dead lines. There, where pre
conceptions disappear and prejudice is forgotten, 
appears a smile!
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And as though freed of a great burden, they 
speak of the Mother of the World. With affection 
we may recall the Italian cardinal who was in the 
habit of advising worshippers, "Do not overburden 
Christ, the Saviour, with your requests, for He is 
very busy; better address your prayers to the Holy 
Mother. She will pass your prayers on to whom
ever is necessary."

The images of the Mother of the World, of the 
Madonna, the Mother Kali, the Benevolent Duk- 
kar, Ishtar, Kwan-Yin, Miriam, the White Tara, 
Raj-Rajeswari, Nyuka—all these great images, all 
these Great Self-Sacrificing Beings merge together 
in one conception, as one benevolent Unity. And 
each of these, in spite of the differences of language, 
comprehensible to all, ordains that there should be, 
not division, but construction. They say that the 
day of the Mother of the World has come. In the 
smile of Unity all becomes simple. The Aureole of 
the Madonna becomes a scientific physical radiation 
—the aura long since known to humanity.

T he symbols of today, so poorly interpreted by 
rationalists, instead of being regarded as super
natural. suddenly become subjects for investigation 
to the sincere research worker. And in this miracle 
of simplicity and understanding, one distinguishes 
the breath of the evolution of Truth.

A Hindu of today who has graduated from many 
universities addresses the Great Mother, Raj- 
Rajeswari Herself, in full reverence.

At the same time, at the other end of the world, 
people sing: "Let us glorify Thee, Mother of 
Light!”

And the old libraries of China and the ancient 
Central-Asiatic centres preserve, since the most 
ancient days, many hymns to the same Mother of 
the World.

Throughout the entire East and in the entire 
West there lives the Image of the Mother of the 
World, and deeply significant salutations are dedi
cated to this High Entity.
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The great Features of the Face are often covered 
and under the folds of this veil, glowing with the 
squares of perfection, may one not see the One 
Great Unifying Aspect, common to them all! Peace 
to the World! Blessed be Woman, messenger of 
Peace!

I request you, representatives of Womanhood, to 
support our Banner of Peace, which has as its aim 
the protection of artistic and scientific treasures of 
mankind. These treasures of the human spirit are 
so often endangered by destruction, not only during 
war but also during all kinds of inner unrest. The 
mission of womanhood is great. As we have stated 
already: "When there are difficulties in the home, 
we turn to the woman. When accounts and calcula
tions are no longer of aid; when enmity and mutual 
destruction reach their limits, we turn to the 
woman. When evil forces overcome one, then 
woman is invoked. When the mechanical mind be
comes helpless, then one remembers the woman. 
Verily, when wrath obscures the judgment of the 
mind, only the heart finds saving solutions. And 
where is the heart which can replace the Woman’s?

GROUP MEETINGS HELD IN EUROPEAN CENTER

A convention of delegates from the various 
groups "Affirmation’’ and the affiliated organiza
tions was held at the European Center, July 1 and 2. 
The proceedings were opened by Dr. Georges 
Chklaver, who read the message of Professor 
Roerich. Prince Chirinsky replied in the name of 
the delegates, and expressed their appreciation and 
devotion to Professor Roerich. The Convention 
was devoted to questions of a platform and the or
ganization of the groups.

On the day of the Slavonic Saints, Cyril and 
Methodius, a meeting dedicated to Lusacian Na
tional Culture was held in the European Center, 
under the Society "Friends of Lusace”, of which 
Mme. de Vaux Phalipau, president of the European 
Center, is also President. Dr. G. Papillaut, Vice
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And where is the courage of the heartfire, which 
can be compared with the courage of woman at the 
brink of the insoluble? What hand can replace the 
calming touch of conviction of a woman’s heart? 
And what eye, having endured the pain of suffering, 
will respond so self-sacrificingly, in the name of 
Bliss?”

Among these great missions of guidance of 
Womanhood, adamant-like is the cultural mission 
to affirm and propagate the creativeness of man
kind. Sponsoring creative thoughts, the conscious
ness strives towards true progress.

Three million women of America have supported 
the Banner of Peace. Likewise will all the women 
of the world act. The Red Cross has saved many 
suffering ones. Thus also will the sign of Culture 
strengthen in consciousness the true values of the 
spirit.

It is you, daughters of the Great Mother of the 
World, whose hands wave the Banner of Peace un
furled in the name of the most Beautiful.

Urusvati, Himalayas, 1933.

President of the International Institute of Anthro
pology, presided and M. J. Pichon, noted author 
and student of Slavonic history and culture, deliv
ered an illuminating lecture on the marsh country 
of Lusace.

Dr. Chklaver delivered a lecture on the Roerich 
Pact in the Conference Hall of the Faculty of 
laws, Paris University. Dr. Paul de Lapradelle, 
Prof, le Bras. M. Gouet and other authorities also 
spoke on the subjects The lecture, which empha
sized the significance of Professor Roerich’s pro
posal for international understanding, was accorded 
en’husiastic approval.

The Chief of the Cabinet of the Minister of Na
tional Education paid a visit to the European Cen
ter to arrange for the visit of the Minister who is 
personally to accept the painting which Professor 
Roerich is presenting to the French Government.

Professor Roerich has been elected an Honorary 
Member of the Association des Etudes Interna
tionales. The Rev. Father Spassky of St. Alexan
der’s Cathedral, Paris, has consented to become a 
Member of the Committee of the Russian Section 
of the European Center.

VANDALISM

Much is now spoken in the press about all types 
of vandalism, of disrespect for artistic creation and 
of the destruction of the most precious monuments. 
There is a uniquely tragic sound in the brief notice 
in the Paris Newspaper, “Vozrojdenie” (Renais
sance) of June 11. Under a large headline: “Panels 
of Roerich Destroyed”, there is the following com
munication :

"Criminal action has been brought 
against M. Maslow, director of the 
Museum of the Petrograd Academy of 
Art, and the executive secretary, Somoi- 
lov, for wilful negligence committed by 
them.”

“The action has been instigated by a 
letter written by a group of social workers 
in art and also artists, in which informa
tion is given that the mural panels by the 
artist, Roerich, which were housed in the 
Museum and originally executed for the 
Moscow Kazan Railroad station in Mos
cow, were deemed unnecessary by the 
director and were cut into pieces to serve 
as canvas for the s'udents.”

People have become so greatly accustomed to all 
types of vandalism that the news about the destruc
tion of these huge panels by the famous artist, is 
communicated with epic briefness. We are no 
longer astounded at barbarism, vandalism and 
ignorance. The press registers only briefly another 
unforgettable evidence of extreme vandalism.

These two panels by Roerich—-“Kerjenez” and 
“Kazan"—have a great artistic background. The 
panels were completed by Prof. Roerich in 1916 on 
the commission of the directors of the Moscow- 
Kazan Railroad for the new building designed by 
the Architect, Stchusev. Both themes had been 
previously treated by the artist in several variants. 
Thus, “Kerjenez” was utilized in another variant 
for the stage setting of Diaghilev, where it was 
used with the musical setting of the “City of Kitej” 
by Rimsky-Korsakoff. Everybody remembers the 
enthusiasm aroused by the power of composition 
and color of this painting, among the Paris critics

as well as the press of other countries where the 
performance of Diaghilev took place.

Fortunately, both panels are reproduced in the 
Jubilee Monograph dedicated to the Master in 1916, 
and published by the Free Art Society of Petro
grad : also in the Monograph of Ernst edited by 
the Society of St. Eugenie in 1918. “Kazan” is also 
reproduced in the editions of Cont mporary Art, 
"Roerich”, with a text of Rostislavov, 1918; and in 
the Monograph, "Roerich", 1924, edition of Corona 
Mundi, in New York; also in the Monograph of 
Kuzmin published by the Pan-Russian Committee 
for the Aid of the War Invalids in Moscow, 1924, 
where the author calls Roerich a "unique manifes
tation in Russian Art”.

In this case, the destruction of the works of a 
famous artist which have already received univer
sal recognition, take on an especially tragic quality, 
because just at this time there is being planned the 
third international conference for the Roerich Pact 
for the Protection of the Monuments of Art and 
Science against military and civil destruction. As is 
already known, the plan for this Pact, analogous to 
the Banner of the Red Cross, for the protection of 
Museums and all artistic and scientific centers, was 
set forth by Roerich in America, in 1929. in con
tinuation of similar enlightened ideas which long 
preoccupied the artist’s spirit. In 1931 and 1932. 
two international conferences took place in Bel
gium, and as it is known at present, a third conven
tion ;s being planned in America. More than once, 
both in his last book, “Realm of Light”, as well as 
in a whole series of ardent articles which have ap 
peared in many countries and which are now being 
assembled into the book, “Fiery Stronghold”, Roer
ich has made a fiery plea just for the safeguarding 
of the treasures of culture, which may be subj ect to 
irreparable disaster not only in time of war, but 
also during other calamities. In announcing his 
plan for the Banner of Peace, the artist has thus 
compared it with the Banner of the Red Cross, “If 
the Banner of the Red Cross protects physical 
health, then the Banner of Culture will protect 
spiritual health.”


